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Key Points – 13th June 2008
Department of Health

the week: issue 49, 6 - 12 June 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_085398
Communications summary: May 2008

This summary lists circulars, publications and consultations issued in May 2008.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/CommunicationsSummary/DH_085150
Department of Health business plan 2008-09

This plan outlines what the Department will do in 2008–09 to lead and support the Government’s objectives for health and social care, and to support Ministers in their accountability to the public and Parliament.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084340
Strategic Health Authorities'  visions for better healthcare

These documents from the regional Government offices set out the regions' visions for better healthcare. They will form the basis of Lord Darzi’s final report on NHS reform.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085400
Health inequalities: progress and next steps

This  document outlines the Government’s approach to hit the 2010 health inequalities Public Service Agreement targets, assessing what has and has not worked, and setting the direction of travel beyond 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085307
Mental Capacity Act 2005 Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards code of practice and regulations: report on consultation

This publication reports on a consultation on draft code of practice guidance and two sets of draft regulations on the deprivation of liberty safeguards introduced into the Mental Capacity Act 2005 by the Mental Health Act 2007.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_085353
Report of the National Patient Choice Survey, England - January 2008

This report gives the final results of around 72,000 responses to the eleventh national patient choice survey to assess the implementation of choice at primary care trust level.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085329
Extending Professional Regulation Working Group interim report: Protecting the public by ensuring that workforce standards are met

This interim report outlines progress of the Extending Professional Regulation Working Group. The Working Group are one of the workstreams taking forward recommendations proposed in the White paper 'Trust, Assurance, Safety'

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085300
Self care: a national view in 2007 compared to 2004-05

The Department of Health commissioned Ipsos MORI to undertake a longitudinal study, exploring attitudes of the public towards self care. This report presents the results of the 2007 study.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085351
Carers at the heart of 21st century families and communities: a caring system on your side, a life of your own

This guidance outlines the Government's short-term agenda and long-term vision for the future care and support of carers. The carers' strategy is underpinned by a £255 million investment to implement some immediate steps alongside medium and long-term plans.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085345
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006/Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007: Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) scheme consultation document - formal Government response

Report on consultation carried out by the Department for Children, Schools and Families, the Home Office and the Department of Health.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_085373
Liverpool Care Pathway (LCP) guidelines for LCP drug prescribing in advanced chronic kidney disease

Prescribing guidelines to ensure best practice in the care of kidney patients during the last weeks or days of their lives.  Part of the LCP programme to extend LCP to kidney disease.  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085320
Proposed new arrangements under Part lX of the Drug Tariff for the provision of stoma and urology appliances - and related services - in primary care [Deadline: 8 September 2008]

This consultation seeks views on proposals for the cost-effective provision of stoma and urology appliances through primary health care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_085247
Demand management plan for immunoglobulin use (second edition)

This plan provides guidance on the appropriate use of immunoglobin, including how to manage demand and ensure supply for patients for whom immunoglobulin is life-saving.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085237
Programme to maintain the security of supply of immunoglobulin

This letter provides guidance on recommended actions for all Trust Chief Executives and Medical Directors in order to manage the demand and maintain the supply of immunoglobulin products.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085238
GP and practice team bulletin, issue 74, June 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_085298
Allied Health Professionals bulletin, issue 64, May 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Alliedhealthprofessionalsbulletin/Browsable/DH_085069
Medical Directors' bulletin, issue 82, June 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_085333
DH news releases 7-13 June 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
32 PCTs to spearhead surge in talking therapies 
Health minister Ivan Lewis today announced the 32 sites who will begin to roll out talking therapies around the country. 
Statistical Press Notice: National Patient Choice Survey latest results 
The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health: Report on the National Patient Choice Survey, January 2008, England, and provisional headline results of the March 2008 survey 
Statistical press notice: diagnostics waiting times and activity data - monthly update 
The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health: Diagnostics waiting times & activity data: month ending April 2008 and quarterly census for March 2008
£255 million boost for Carers 
New ten year programme to give carers short breaks, more help with employment and support for them to stay healthy 
Government commited to family doctor services 
Health Minister Ben Bradshaw today underlined the Government's commitment to investment in family doctor services on a visit to a newly opened GP health centre in Kirkby-in-Ashfield near Nottingham. 
Health secretary 's goal to tackle health inequalities 
The Government's commitment to tackling health inequalities and helping the most deprived communities was set out by Health Secretary Alan Johnson today together with details of £34 million to fund programmes to support local communities. 
Bidding begins for healthy towns 
Every town in England has the opportunity to bid for up to £5 million to make their inhabitants more healthy and active, Health Minister, Dawn Primarolo announced today. 
Massive sport reform to spearhead 2012 legacy plans - free swimming plan for over 60s at the forefront 
A new £140 million fund to boost sport and fitness through free swimming for the over 60s was announced by the Government today as part of a drive to get two million people more active by the London 2012 Olympics. 

Statistics

Report of the National Patient Choice survey, England - January 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085329
Diagnostic tests waiting times and activity data: month ending 30 April and quarterly census

http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/diagnostics/index.htm
London Health Observatory & Department of Health
Health Inequalities Intervention Tool

This tool is designed to support Primary Care Trusts with their Local Delivery Planning and commissioning. It builds on the previous Health Inequalities Intervention tool which provided information for Spearhead areas only, and now includes all local authorities, spearhead and non-spearhead, and provides information on within as well as between area inequalities. 

http://www.lho.org.uk/HEALTH_INEQUALITIES/Health_Inequalities_Tool.aspx
Health Protection Agency 

 

Body piercing study provides reminder of potential health risks
The study, carried out by experts at the Health Protection Agency and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, looked at the prevalence of cosmetic body piercing, excluding pierced earlobes.

It found that more than a quarter (28 per cent) of all people experience complications as a result of their piercing. Although most problems associated with piercing are usually minor and self limiting, such as swelling, infection and bleeding after the procedure, some complications are more serious

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1213343081865?p=1204186170287
Government Office for the North East

Newsletter – June 2008

http://www.gos.gov.uk/nestore/docs/corporate/focus/040608.pdf
NICE

Into Practice – June 2008

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsevents/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/june2008/intopracticejune2008.jsp
Personality disorders - borderline: consultation on the draft guideline
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=40839
NHS Litigation Authority
NHS Litigation Authority business plan 2008/09
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2256
NHS Confederation

NHS Confederation comments on health inequalities progress and next steps document from Department of Health

"Reducing health inequalities is one of the most important challenges facing the NHS. While there have been clear improvements to the overall health of the population, the inequality gap continues to widen.”
http://www.nhsconfed.org/issues/mediacentre-listing.cfm/pressrelease/782
NHS Networks

PCT board development framework

PCT board development has been identified has a key priority as part of the Department of Health’s world class commissioning programme. Following discussion with the ten Strategic Health Authorities, the Department of Health has committed to leading this work at a national level.

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2258
Why Children Die - report of pilot study into child fatalities
CEMACH (Confidential Enquiry into Maternal and Child Health) has published the final report of its child death review study, Why Children Die.

The pilot study covered the North East, South West, West Midlands, Northern Ireland and Wales and examined the causes and circumstances of all children and young people, aged from 28 days to 18 years, who died in the calendar year 2006.

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2257
Spokes - the NHS Cycling Network

Spokes is an informal network for NHS staff who cycle to work or use a bicycle for work purposes. Spokes exists to:

:support all cyclists working in the NHS

:promote cycling as a viable transport option

:encourage NHS employers to provide suitable facilities and financial compensation      for staff who use bicycles

'Cyclists' means everyone who uses a bicycle for work or commuting, including those who only use a bike occasionally and those who would like to use a bike but are currently unable to do so for whatever reason.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/networks/page/368
NHS Employers

2008/2009 pay award

NHS Employers along with the Department of Health, UNISON and the RCN have developed proposals for a multi-year agreement for all NHS Agenda for Change staff for the three years 2008/9, 2009/10 and 2010/11.

The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) and UNISON, alongside the Society of Radiographers and Managers in Partnership, have accepted the proposals

http://www.nhsemployers.org/pay-conditions/pay-conditions-3612.cfm
NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement

Focus on cataracts

The aim of the Focus on: cataracts document is to help local health communities and organisations improve the quality and value of care for cataract patients. It contains the key characteristics for a high performing, quality cataract service, along with case studies and measures for improvement. 

http://www.institute.nhs.uk/quality_and_value/high_volume_care/cataracts.html
Healthcare Commission

The annual health check: e-updates
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/serviceproviderinformation/annualhealthcheck/e-updates.cfm
NHS system reforms have improved management of the health service but need more time to deliver significant benefits for patients.

This is the main finding of a report Is the treatment working? Progress with the NHS system reform programme published jointly by the Audit Commission and the Healthcare Commission.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6472&widCall1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Office for National Statistics
United Kingdom Health Statistics 3

There is a marked difference between UK’s four National Health Services
The findings show that UK health and social care spending per head varied from £1,915 in England to £2,313 in Scotland in the financial year 2006/07 and Scotland had the lowest life expectancy at birth with 74.6 years for men and 79.6 years for women, compared with figures in England of 77.2 years for men and 81.5 years for women in 2005.
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_health/UKHS3/UKHS2008web.pdf
Commission for Social Care Inspection
New inspections raise the bar on dementia care

A new way of inspecting, used by CSCI inspectors for the first time, focuses on the needs of people who cannot easily communicate and gets under the skin of the real relationship between staff and the people they care for. Using the new technique, inspectors observed the interactions between staff and people with dementia in 100 care homes across England.
http://www.csci.org.uk/professional/default.aspx?page=7225&csci=2503
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Joseph Rowntree Foundation response to HBAI figures announced

‘Disappointingly, after a six year period of falling, child poverty rose in the two years to April 2007, wiping out some of the previous gains. More recently, the government has taken some significant measures which should help turn the tide once again in a positive direction, and this does not yet show up in the figures.’
http://www.jrf.org.uk/pressroom/releases/100608.asp
King’s Fund
Reform of the NHS in England at critical point and further progress needed.
Commenting in response to the report from the Healthcare Commission and Audit Commission on NHS reforms, King’s Fund Director of Policy Anna Dixon said: ‘Reform of the NHS in England has reached a critical point – today’s report is right that there is potential for patients to benefit from many of the reforms introduced to the NHS but there remains a great deal to be done to realise these benefits fully. 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/reform_of_the_nhs_in.html
Communities and Local Government

This letter updates pensions practitioners on ill-health statutory guidance and clarifies some of the issues arising from the implementation of the new ill-health retirement benefit provisions.
http://www.xoq83.dial.pipex.com/alamaillhealthnote.doc
Home Office

Keeping children safe

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/operational-policing/issue-4?view=Standard&pubID=561524
Health News
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin    
 &  
  Sue Graham

 

tel: 0191 4971460    
 0191 5297209

 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

 

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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Working together to make South of Tyne and Wear healthy for you
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