
Key Points – 15th January 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 128, 8-14 January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_111155
Emergency Care bulletin, issue 64, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Emergencycareleadsbulletin/Browsable/DH_11099
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 197, 11 January 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_197_110110.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Pandemic (H1N1) influenza:  a summary of guidance for infection control in healthcare settings

This document is an updated version of Pandemic Flu: A summary of guidance for infection control in health care settings, which was issued in September 2007. It is specific to the current pandemic influenza virus, pandemic (H1N1), and thus represents current guidance.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110902
Pandemic influenza: summary infection control guidance for ambulance services during an influenza pandemic

This document sets out concise summary guidance for infection control for the ambulance services during a pandemic. It is equally applicable to lay responders, who should adopt the same infection control and hygiene measures.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110904
Quality accounts: roles of commissioning PCTs, Local Involvement Networks (LINks) and local authority Overview and Scrutiny Committees (OSCs) [Letter]

This letter sets out the roles of primary care trusts, local involvement networks and overview and scrutiny committees in the production of quality accounts.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111113
The revised National Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS-funded Nursing Care [Letter]

This letter draws the attention of primary care trusts and strategic health authorities to two aspects of the revised National Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS-funded Nursing Care in terms of governance and commissioning.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111061
Personal Care at Home Bill - engagement events [Letter]

This is a letter from Deputy Director of Social Care Policy and Innovation Janet Walden. She highlights three stakeholder engagement events the department is hosting as part of the consultation on the Personal Care at Home Bill.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111128
Improving the health and well-being of people with long term conditions. World class services for people with long term conditions: information tool for commissioners

This information tool aims to share a common vision of what a good service for people with long-term conditions is, and to provide some practical suggestions for commissioners to help them achieve that vision. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111122
Practice-based commissioning budget guidance for 2010/11

This guidance is designed to help primary care trusts ensure that practices receive an indicative budget that reflects the needs of their population as accurately as possible. The accompanying toolkit can be used to determine weighted capitation indicative budgets at practice level.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111057
Health protection regulations: response to the consultation

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on draft health protection regulations to be made under the amended Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 to continue the process of modernising health protection legislation in England.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_111046
General Pharmaceutical Council (Constitution) Order 2009, consultation report

This is a report on a consultation on a proposed constitution for the General Pharmaceutical Council, the terms of office of council members and criteria for the disqualification, suspension or removal of members from office.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_111013
Management of General Ophthalmic Services budget

This guidance explains arrangements for managing the General Ophthalmic Services (GOS) budget following the decision announced in the 2010 NHS Operating Framework that responsibility for budgetary management of GOS will be devolved to primary care trusts from 1 April 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111031
Making policy count: developing performance indicators for health and social care partnerships

This paper gives an update on work under way to develop new performance indicators for adult social care and health and care partnerships. It sets out its context and recent progress, and asks for stakeholder support through comments and offers to pilot work.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110999
My year as National Dignity Ambassador

This is Sir Michael Parkinson's personal account of his year as the nation's dignity ambassador. In his report he talks about how and why he got involved in the Dignity in Care Campaign, the places he has visited, people he has met along the way and experiences of the services available. He praises the people who inspired him and highlights small steps that cost nothing but make a real difference to people's lives. He also calls for out-of-date stereotypes of older people to be banished and for dignity to be at the heart of care.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110973
Overarching report of findings from the Adult Autism Strategy consultation

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on a strategy to support adults with autistic spectrum conditions. It considered five key themes for delivering change: health, social inclusion, choice and control, awareness raising and access to training and employment.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110923
The Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 1990: disclosure of identifying information, report of second public consultation

This report summarises the responses received during a consultation on amendments made to draft regulations that establish a procedure for authorising the disclosure of identifying information held by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, for research purposes, where it is not practicable to obtain consent to the disclosure from the persons to whom the information relates.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_110912
Support for Thalidomide Survivors

This is a transcript of the statement to Parliament by Health Minister Mike O'Brien on 14 January 2010. He announces a £20 million, three-year pilot scheme to meet health needs of Thalidomide survivors in a more personalised way.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Recentstories/DH_111145
News releases 9-15 January 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Department of Health appoints new National Clinical Director for Liver Disease 

Dr Martin Lombard has been appointed the first National Clinical Director for Liver Disease the Department of Health announced today

Support for Thalidomide Survivors - Mike O'Brien Oral Statement 

Mike O’Brien (Minister of State, Department of Health): 

Government backs sunbed ban 

Andy Burnham will today call for tanning salons to be banned from allowing under 18s to use sunbeds.

Non Executive Director Announced for new Adjudication Body for Health Professionals 

The new Office of the Health Professions Adjudicator (OHPA) announced the appointment of Professor Dame Janet Finch, DBE as their third non-executive director.

Banish stereotypes to give those in care the dignity they deserve, says Sir Michael Parkinson 

Sir Michael Parkinson calls for out of date stereotypes of older people to be banished and for dignity to be at the heart of care in a personal account of his year as the nation’s Dignity Ambassador

Improved Care for Veterans and Severely Injured Service Personnel 

Armed forces personnel with the most serious injuries will have a customised health care plan before they leave the Services that will continue to be tailored to meet their individual needs for the rest of their life, Health Minister Mike O'Brien and Veterans Minister Kevan Jones announced.

Statistics

Diagnostics waiting times and activity data: November 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
Information Centre

Hospital episode statistics
The Information Centre has published provisional monthly hospital episode statistics for admitted patient care and outpatient data, April 2009-September 2009. Key facts are, that in during the period October 08 - September 09 there were 16.4 million finished consultant episodes and 14.3 million admission episodes, 78.7 million outpatient appointments. 6.2 million outpatient appointments were not attended by the patient, which equals 7.9 per cent of all appointments.

Hospital episode statistics
Government Office for the North East

Government Office Focus Newsletter - January 2010 

http://www.gos.gov.uk/gone/publications/
Audit Commission

PbR data assurance framework good practice and case studies - updated

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/goodpractice/pbrdataassuranceframework/pages/default.aspx
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Guidance on Looked After Children with Special Educational Needs placed out-of-authority 

This guidance aims to outline local authorities’ responsibilities for meeting the special educational needs of looked after children who are placed out-of-authority, and explains how these responsibilities operate. It does not create any new obligations, but decisions made in relation to individual children should be consistent with the operation of the law as described.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00060-2010&
This is the website for the Why Let Drink Decide campaign, which aims to raise awareness of the dangers of alcohol for young people.
http://whyletdrinkdecide.direct.gov.uk/
National Audit Office

Dementia services
The National Audit Office (NAO) has published 'Improving dementia services in England - an interim report'. The report states that although the Department of Health has developed an ambitious and comprehensive strategy for dementia, there has not yet been a robust approach to implementation. Despite the Department stating, since 2007, that dementia is now a national priority, the NAO concludes that it has not been given the levers or urgency normally expected for such a priority and there is a risk that value for money will remain poor unless these weaknesses are addressed urgently. 

http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/0910/improving_dementia_services.aspx
Communities and Local Government

Tackling race inequality: A statement on race

This document sets out Communities and Local Government's strategy for tackling race inequalities and how it fits in with the wider agendas on equalities and fairness.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/tacklingraceinequalitystatement
Parliament Health Committee

House of Commons: Health Committee: Alcohol. First Report of Session 2009–10

http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/health_committee.cfm
NHS Networks

NHS Choices Annual Report 2009

http://www.nhs.uk/aboutNHSChoices/Documents/2009/AnnualReporNHSChoices09.pdf
Carers and sexual health information for NHS organisations and local authorities (PDF)
http://www.nhs.uk/aboutNHSChoices/Documents/2010/CarersSexualHealthlinks.pdf
NICE

Schizophrenia commissioning guide
NICE has published a commissioning guide to help primary and secondary care teams offer the best treatment and management for adults with schizophrenia. This commissioning guide provides support for the local implementation of NICE clinical guidelines through commissioning, and is a resource to help health and social care professionals in England to commission an effective service for the treatment and management of schizophrenia in adults (18 years and over) with an established diagnosis of schizophrenia with onset before age 60.
http://www.nice.org.uk/usingguidance/commissioningguides/schizophrenia/schizophrenia.jsp
Consultations

Food allergy in children: scope consultation [Closing date: 8 February 2010]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46988
Prosthetic intervertebral disc replacement in the cervical spine - second consultation [Closing date: 27 January 2010]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=46763
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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