
Key Points – 22nd January 2010
Department of Health

the week: 
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 198, 18 January 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_198_180110.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Changes to the Childhood Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine [Letter]

This letter to immunisation leads and coordinators informs them of a replacement vaccine that will be introduced into the childhood routine immunisation programme in the spring.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111299
Valuing people now: real jobs for people with learning disabilities [Letter]

This letter gives an update on the valuing employment now resource pack and a reminder of the business case for investment in supported employment for people with learning disabilities. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111310
Adult autism strategy consultation. A summary of the submissions received in response to the online consultation

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on a strategy to support adults with autistic spectrum conditions. It considered five key themes for delivering change: health, social inclusion, choice and control, awareness raising and access to training and employment.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111278
National Cancer Survivorship Initiative (NSCI) vision

This document provides an update on the first year of the National Cancer Survivorship Initiative and describes the government's emerging vision for improved care and support for people living with and beyond cancer.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111230
Written Ministerial Statement. Government response to the consultation on safeguarding adults: the review of the no secrets guidance

This is a written ministerial statement to Parliament by Care Minister Phil Hope on 19 January 2010. He sets out the government’s programme of actions in response to a consultation on the no secrets guidance that sets out the responsibility of local authorities to investigate and take action when a vulnerable adult is believed to be suffering abuse.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_111286
The standard NHS contracts for acute hospital, mental health, community and ambulance services and supporting guidance

These contracts support the NHS Operating Framework for 2010-2011. They cover agreements between primary care trusts and all types of providers delivering NHS-funded services. The guidance documents support the implementation and interpretation of the contracts.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111203
Partnerships for Older People Projects (POPPs)

This final evaluation of the programme found that a wide range of projects resulted in improved quality of life for participants and considerable savings, as well as better local working relationships.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/Olderpeople/PartnershipsforOlderPeopleProjects/index.htm
Speech: Partnerships for Older People Projects event

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at a Partnerships for Older People Projects event on 18 January 2010. He talks about the success of the Partnerships for Older People Projects programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_111275
Kidney dialysis: developing costs to deliver an equitable and high quality service; final report

This is a report from the working group looking at payment by results for renal dialysis. It will feed into work being taken forward to develop a best practice tariff for kidney dialysis services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111235
Violence against women and girls – updated

Communications guidance and a toolkit to support and inform communication in the area of violence against women and girls have been added.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/ViolenceagainstWomenandGirls/index.htm
"Older people and ageing Britain" conference: speech by Phil Hope

This is a transcript of the speech by Care Minister Phil Hope at the Older People and Ageing Britain conference on 20 January 2010. He talks about social care reform.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_111290
Department of Health's Public Bodies 2009
Government departments are required to publish detailed annual data on the public bodies which they sponsor and the public appointees who serve on them.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111365
Improving the process of death certification in England and Wales: overview of programme

This document provides a general overview of the death certification programme and an update on current progress.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111252
Choosing your Hospital [leaflets and poster]
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111359
News releases 16-22 January 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
The National Cancer Action Team has set up a new advisory panel to give cancer patients from black and minority ethnic backgrounds a greater voice in their care.

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=46&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=410485&SubjectId=36
Top British designers and architects to improve privacy and dignity in NHS hospitals 

Top British designers and architects are working with the NHS to improve the experience of patients in hospital.

Twelve Lowestoft women supporting each other to quit smoking 

They were the addicted dozen – who have become the triumphant twelve.

All cancer survivors to have a personalised assessment and care plan 

All cancer survivors will get the personalised care they need to lead as healthy and active a life as possible under plans published in the National Cancer Survivorship Initiative vision.

New programme to make health inequalities everybody’s business 

A new programme in thirty areas of the country will support the health service and local public sector organisations to work together to reduce inequalities by tackling local challenges.

Better protection for vulnerable adults 

The most vulnerable people in society will be better protected by local agencies such as councils, the police and the NHS, Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced

NHS Constitution now Backed by Law 

From now, all NHS organisations will be legally obliged to take account of the rights and pledges set out in the NHS Constitution.

Children to be offered better protection against disease 

Protection against septicaemia and pneumococcal meningitis will be boosted from 7 to 13 strains of pneumococcal  bacteria.
Statistics

18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Statistics
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
Direct Access Audiology - 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment Collection

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
Sexual Health Statistics

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Information Centre

NHS Staff Earnings July - September 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-staff-earnings
Breast Screening Programme 2008 – 2009

This bulletin includes data on the call and recall system, including population coverage and the outcomes of screening. Key facts at 31st March 2009 are that among women aged 53-70 over three quarters (76.5 percent) had been screened at least once in the previous three years (up from 75.9 percent last year). Also in 124 (121 last year) of the 152 Primary Care Organisations the coverage was 70.0 percent or higher.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/screening/breast-screening/breast-screening-programme-england-2008-09
Statistics on NHS Stop smoking Services, England, April 2009 – September 2009 (Q2 Quarterly Report)
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/nhs-stop-smoking-services/statistics-on-nhs-stop-smoking-services-england-april-2009-to-september-2009-q2--quarterly-report
NHS North East

NEQOS Advisory Service Goes Live - Advice On Measuring Health Care Quality

An advisory service is now open to all clinicians, commissioners and providers in the North East requiring advice on measuring health care quality.

http://www.neqos.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=672
Care Quality Commission

CQC urges improved preventative mental health services

The NHS, councils and wider community bodies should improve preventative services to ensure they meet the mental health needs of people from black and minority ethnic (BME) groups, the Care Quality Commission (CQC) has said as it publishes the Count me in census.
http://www.cqc.org.uk//newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=35830&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Support for All: the Families and Relationships Green Paper

This Green Paper sets out a wide range of measures to support all families as they bring up their children and to help families cope with times of stress and difficulty. The proposals recognise that while all families need some help, there are families in our society with complex needs and others who require additional - and sometimes non-negotiable - support.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1685&external=no&menu=1
Government sets out new package of measures to help the 21st century family
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0018
Audit Commission

PCT value for money profiles

The Audit Commission has published this an interactive web tool. The tool provides comparative information about a selected PCT’s performance in managing costs and delivering outputs (activities) and outcomes (health improvements for local people). It also tracks performance over time to see whether improvements are being achieved in line with priorities and how the trend in performance compares to others. The tool draws on the most recently nationally available data. Auditors will use the tool in their assessments of PCTs’ use of resources.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/uor/pctuseofresources/Pages/default.aspx
The King’s Fund

Measuring quality in the NHS
The King's Fund has published 'Getting the measure of quality: opportunities and challenges'. This report offers information about how quality is defined and how quality measures can be used – and misused. It sets out the main debates and choices faced by those involved in measuring and using data on quality and outlines some practical issues to be considered in choosing and using quality measures. The paper emphasises that understanding how to produce good indicators of quality is only the first step; what is critical is having systems in place to make use of the information to improve patient care. It suggests that the scope of quality measurement is widened to include measures of productivity, efficiency and inequality.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/quality_measures.html
The Nuffield Trust

Funding and Performance of Healthcare Systems in the Four Countries of the UK Before and After Devolution
Political devolution means there are now four National Health Services in the United Kingdom. The health services of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are all funded by the UK taxpayer, but have developed different systems of governance and different methods of providing healthcare.
http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/publications/detail.aspx?id=145&prID=675
Health and Safety Executive

Electric profiling beds in residential and nursing homes

This study was requested by the Health and Safety Executive to investigate the use and practicability of Electric Profiling Beds (EPBs) for the control of manual handling risk in a care setting
http://www.hse.gov.uk/research/rrhtm/rr764.htm
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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