
Key Points – 26th March 2010
Department of Health

The Quarter – 3 March 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113937
the week – issue 138, 19th – 25th March 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_114729.pdf
Medical directors bulletin, Issue 102, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_114747.pdf
CNO Bulletin, Issue 86, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_114499.pdf
CDO Update, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_114379.pdf
Urgent and Emergency Care Bulletin, Issue 65, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_114725.pdf
AHP Bulletin, Issue 76, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_114602.pdf
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin – March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_113868.pdf
Caldicott Guardian Manual 2010

The manual takes account of developments in information management in the NHS and in Councils with Social Services Responsibilities since the publication of the Caldicott report.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114509
Primary care trust procurement guide for health services

The PCT Procurement Guide for Health Services sets out expectations of PCT Boards on the use of procurement to improve services for patients
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113745
Very Senior Managers' Pay Framework: job evaluation
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114532
Reducing cancer inequality: evidence, progress and making it happen: a report by the National Cancer Equality Initiative

This document summarises the progress made by the National Cancer Equality Initiative (NCEI) to date, and sets out the next steps for tackling inequalities in cancer, as well as promoting greater equality. It identifies a range of activity to be taken forward nationally and activity to be considered locally.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114353
Extension of the NHS Breast Cancer Screening Programme (VSA09)

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Health Professor Ann Keen has written to NHS Trust Chairs about the granting of ethical approval for the randomisation of the expansion of the breast screening programme to women aged 47-49 and 71-73, along with the importance of conversion to digital mammography.
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/documents/publications/1518717
Colorectal Measures for the Manual for Cancer Services 2008

This letter advises of the Colorectal Measures being issued today as part of the Manual for Cancer Services 2008.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114597
Pandemic H1N1 (2009) swine flu vaccines for travel use

Letter informing of provision of the H1N1 (2009) swine flu vaccine for protection of travellers to Southern Hemisphere countries.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114371
A Framework for Staff Engagement: An introduction to staff engagement in the NHS and guidance on starting staff engagement policy.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114439
NHS Global

NHS Chief Executive Sir David Nicholson has written to all NHS Chief Executives and Arms Length Body Chief Executives to provide them with information on NHS Global and outline plans to carry this work forward.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114587
NHS emergency planning guidance: planning for the development and deployment of Medical Emergency Response Incident Teams in the provision of advanced medical care at the scene of an incident

This is best practice guidance to National Health Service (NHS) organisations in developing and deploying Medical Emergency Response Incident Teams (MERITs).  It builds on the guidance given in the underpinning section of the NHS Emergency Planning Guidance: immediate medical care at the scene. The purpose of a MERIT response is to provide advanced medical care on scene at a range of emergency incidents, up to and including major and mass casualty incidents.  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114464
NHS emergency planning guidance: the ambulance service guidance on dealing with radiological incidents and emergencies

This document describes the role of NHS ambulance trusts in planning, preparing and responding to radiation incidents and emergencies involving irradiated and contaminated people. It provides a strategic framework for local planning and links to resources that ambulance services may find useful.  Individual services will need to draw up plans appropriate to their locality.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114469
Health protection legislation guidance 2010

The Department of Health and the Health Protection Agency, in consultation with the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health, has published guidance on updated health protection legislation covering the recently amended Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 and new regulations made under it. Except for provisions relating to diagnostic laboratories, the updated legislation comes into force on 6 April 2010. The guidance explains notification requirements of registered medical practitioners and laboratories testing human samples as well as health protection powers available to local authorities and justices of the peace.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114510
Commercial skills for the NHS

'Commercial Skills for the NHS' sets out a strategy for supporting staff to develop their commercial skills and for supporting local commissioners and providers by facilitating access to specialist commercial expertise and infrastructure at regional and national level.  This strategy aims to contribute to improving quality and productivity in the commissioning of services provided to patients and in the procurement of goods and services used by the NHS.  The document supersedes Necessity not Nicety – a new commercial operating model for the NHS (Department of Health; May 2009).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113744
Strengthening national commissioning consultation: summary of responses to the consultation

Thank you very much to those who responded to the recent consultation entitled "Strengthening National Commissioning" which closed on 19 February 2010. This document contains a summary of responses received. The consultation sought views from the NHS, industry and other stakeholders on the Government's proposals for an incremental development of some of the arrangements proposed in the Carter Review, in particular reshaping the membership and role of the National Commissioning Group (NCG).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_114298
The National Health Service (Performers List) Directions 2010

These come into effect from 1st April 2010 and have been issued to PCTs to review procedures for managing Performers Lists within three months and to implement any changes by the end of the financial year 2010/11. This follows the recent GP Out of Hours report and the inquest into the death of David Gray. These directions need to be read in conjunction with the National Health Service (Performers Lists) Regulations 2004 (Statutory Instrument 2004 No 585) and subsequent amendment.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/Directionsfromthesecretaryofstate/DH_114482
Teenagers in the dark on diseases
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleasesarchive/DH_114753
Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives: a research and surveillance plan for England - update on progress

This document includes an overview of key strategic developments and partnerships on developing the evidence base on obesity since the publication of Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives: a research and surveillance plan for England.  It recognises that developing the evidence base is an ongoing progress and a long-term venture. However, even within this first year, considerable progress has been made in terms of building upon existing infrastructure and investments.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114548
Improving Oral Health

Letter introducing a report which gives guidance on developing the dental public health workforce to enable PCTs and SHAs to promote oral health, increase access to dental services and secure safe, high quality dental services which meet the needs of the local population.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114489
Organising quality and effective spinal services for patients: a report for local health communities by the Spinal Taskforce

This report is intended to assist the NHS in developing and delivering effective spinal services, creating a set of productive services that deliver quality, timely and clinically appropriate care that meets patients’ needs and expectations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114528
Heatwave plan for England: protecting health and reducing harm from extreme heat and heatwaves
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114430
Prevention of Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) in hospitalised patients

Ministers have given their approval for a new national mandatory data collection from 1 June 2010 to allow performance in VTE risk assessment to be reported and monitored nationally. The attached letter summarises the measures to be taken and the responsibilities of Chief Executives and Medical Directors to ensure compliance.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114534
Cardiac imaging:  a report from the National Imaging Board March 2010

The National Imaging Board have produced this report, which they hope will be a very useful resource to stimulate development of effective cardiac imaging services.  The report represents the current status of a rapidly evolving field of imaging and is evidenced where such information exists. It has been produced in response to numerous requests for information on cardiac imaging services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114380
Inclusion Health: improving primary care for socially excluded people

This is a practical guide to support PCTs in commissioning improved primary care services for socially excluded people.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114067
Healthcare for Single Homeless People

This paper presents the results of analysis aimed at better understanding the health needs and relative healthcare costs of people who are homeless or living in certain types of insecure or short-term accommodation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114250
LAC(DH)(2010)2: Charges For Residential Accommodation - CRAG Amendment No 29

LAC(DH)(2010)2 announces changes to the Charging for Residential Accommodation Guide (CRAG)
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/DH_114332
Charging for Residential Accommodation Guide (CRAG)

The charging arrangements for local authority supported residential care are reviewed annually. Amendments to the National Assistance (Assessment of Resources) Regulations 1992, in S.I. 2010/211, take effect from 12 April 2010. The Charging for Residential Accommodation Guide (CRAG) provides guidance to local authorities about how to interpret the regulations, and a revised edition, Amendment 29, has been issued
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114330
The Third Evaluation of the School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme
The Department of Health (DH) commissioned the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) in partnership with the nutritionists at the University of Leeds, to carry out a third evaluation of the impact of the School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme (SFVS).  This independent evaluation builds on those previously conducted for the Big Lottery Fund in 2004 and for the Department of Health in 2006.  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114343
Proposals to introduce prescribing responsibilities for paramedics: stakeholder engagement

This stakeholder engagement exercise invites thoughts and opinions on proposals to extend non-medical prescribing responsibilities to paramedic practitioners. The exercise will help to shape a formal consultation later in the year, which will ultimately inform recommendations to Government Ministers on whether to extend prescribing to paramedics.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114355
General ophthalmic services: increases to NHS sight test fee from 1 April 2010

Letter notifying increases in the NHS sight test fee and NHS domiciliary fees.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114693
The National Health Service (Miscellaneous Amendments Relating to Ophthalmic Services) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010 No. 634)

Letter drawing the attention of chief executives to the National Health Service (Miscellaneous Amendments Relating to Ophthalmic Services) Regulations which come into force on 1 April 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114542
Cross-border arrangements between England and Wales

The Secretary of State and Welsh Ministers have published arrangements under section 32(4) of the National Assistance Act 1948 (as inserted by section 148 of the Health and Social Care Act 2008) setting out which ordinary residence disputes are to be determined by the Secretary of State and which are to be determined by Welsh Ministers.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_114335
Consultation response on proposals for an Innovation Pass pilot

In November 2009 the Department of Health consulted on proposals for an Innovation Pass pilot. This is a response to that consultation, offering a summary of responses received and a Government response to each section.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_114254
Mary Seacole development and leadership awards 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/Chiefprofessionalofficers/Chiefnursingofficer/DH_114447
Speech by Phil Hope, Minister of State for Care Services, 20 January 2010: Kings Fund Transforming Environments for the End of Life Conference
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Speeches/DH_114531
DH news

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/default.aspx?clientID=46
Statistics

Sexual Health statistics - updated

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Information Centre

NHS Staff 1999 – 2009 (General Practice)

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-staff-numbers/nhs-staff-1999--2009-general-practice
NICE

Clincal guideline: Unstable angina and NSTEMI: the early management of unstable angina and non-ST-segment-elevation myocardial infarction  (CG94)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG94
Clinical guideline: Chest pain of recent onset: assessment and diagnosis of recent onset chest pain or discomfort of suspected cardiac origin  (CG95)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG95
Clinical guideline: Neuropathic pain: the pharmacological management of neuropathic pain in adults in non-specialist settings  (CG96)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG96
Interventional procedure guidance: Arteriovenous crossing sheathotomy for branch retinal vein occlusion  (IPG334)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG334
Interventional procedure guidance: Endoscopic submucosal dissection of lower gastrointestinal lesions  (IPG335)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG335
Interventional procedure guidance: Transcatheter endovascular closure of perimembranous ventricular septal defect  (IPG336)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG336
Interventional procedure guidance: Endobronchial ultrasound-guided transbronchial biopsy for peripheral lung lesions  (IPG337)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG337
SIGN

Management of diabetes

The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) has published a new guideline on diabetes. 'Management of diabetes' provides recommendations based on current evidence for best practice in the management of diabetes, updating SIGN Guideline 55. A number of new areas have been added to this selective update including new sections on glucose lowering agents for people with type 2 diabetes and psychosocial factors.

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/116/index.html
King’s Fund

Dementia services and prison health care environments to be the focus of new improvement projects

Health care environments for people with dementia are set to be improved as part of the next phase of The King’s Fund’s Enhancing the Healing Environment (EHE) programme.

Chief Nursing Officer Dame Christine Beasley today announced the 12 NHS trusts which will each receive a project grant from the Department of Health for nurse-led teams to put into action their improvement projects.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/press/press_releases/dementia_services.html
National Mental Health Development Unit

Paths to Personalisation-A whole system, whole life framework

This guide has been produced to help all those involved understand how things will need to be done differently to make personalisation a reality for people with mental health needs. This is a whole system guide, so hopefully it will give some information, guidance and signposts for people, whoever and wherever they are. The guide provides information about what personalisation means for mental health services and supports, offers examples of what needs to be in place to make things work, and provides pointers to good practice and sources of advice and information.
http://www.nmhdu.org.uk/news/paths-to-personalisationa-whole-system-whole-life-framework/
Department for Children, schools and Families

Revised Guidance on Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education

The Government's guidance Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education was published in November 2006 and came into force on 1 January 2007. The guidance is being updated primarily to reflect the changes brought about by the introduction of the Vetting and Barring Scheme.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1671&external=no&menu=1
NHS Services and Children's Centres - how to share information appropriately with Children's Centre Staff
This leaflet sets out the framework for information sharing between all practitioners based at a children’s centre, so that information can be shared appropriately. It focuses particularly on sharing information relevant to delivering effective health services via a children’s centre.

http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00301-2010
Care Matters: Budget holding lead professionals with looked after children in England

The evaluation of budget-holding with looked-after children built on a previous evaluation of budget-holding in children’s services. In 2006, 16 pilots were established in a variety of locations in England to allow lead professionals working with children and young people with additional needs to hold budgets and commission services tailored to each child’s needs.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR225&
Pharmacy Health Link

Pharmacy meets public health

A new set of resources has been published to help pharmacists and their teams give general health advice and offer brief opportunistic advice to members of the public about their sexual and mental health. Printed copies will be sent to all community and hospital pharmacies in England in the next two weeks.

http://www.pharmacymeetspublichealth.org.uk/publichealthresources.html
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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