
Key Points – 29th January 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 130, 22 - 28 January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_111652
Allied Health Professionals bulletin, issue 75, January 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Alliedhealthprofessionalsbulletin/Browsable/DH_111515
Equality and Human Rights bulletin, issue 18, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/EqualityandHumanRightsbulletin/index.htm
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 199, 25 January 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_199_250110.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Swine flu vaccination: information for parents of children over six months and under five years old

Update - The document has now been translated into various languages.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110066
Pandemic flu training module for Mental Health Trusts, Tertiary and Associated Specialist Trusts

This guidance is based on the recently updated guidance for mental health services on planning and responding to an outbreak of pandemic flu.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111453
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza: Current situation and next steps [Letter]

This is a letter from David Behan for Roy Taylor regarding the next steps in the response to the (H1N1) swine influenza pandemic.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111545
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza: Current situation and next steps [Letter]
This is a letter from National Director for NHS Flu Resilience Ian Dalton to chief executives of primary care trusts in England. It updates them on the next steps in the response to the (H1N1) swine influenza pandemic.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111543
Pandemic H1N1 (2009) Influenza [Letter]

This letter from Chief Pharmaceutical Officer Keith Ridge provides an update on the next developments in the response to the swine flu pandemic.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111637
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza: Current situation and next steps [Letter]

This is a letter from Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson. With levels of influenza caused by the H1N1 (2009) pandemic virus in the community low, the letter provides an update on the next developments in the response to the pandemic.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111544
Annual Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Uptake in England: 2008-09

This report summarises human papillomavirus vaccination uptake across England at primary care trust, strategic health authority and national level for the first year of the immunisation programme. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111675
Healthcare for people with learning disabilities: recommendations of the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman [Letter]
These letters from David Behan and Anne Williams to strategic health authority chief executives and directors of adult social services set out the action needed to respond to the recommendations of the 'Six Lives' report, which highlighted failings in health and social care services that led to premature and avoidable deaths of people with learning disabilities.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111562
Legislation on Hospital Environments for young Mental Health patients [Letter]
This letter from NHS Finance Director General David Flory and Chief Nursing Officer Christine Beasley explains that from 1 April 2010 legislation places a duty on hospital managers to ensure that under 18s are treated in an environment in hospital that is suitable to their age.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_111565
Charging arrangements for residential social care: consultation on issues concerning the current charging arrangements for residential social care [Closing date: 23 April 2010]

This consultation seeks views on proposed amendments to residential charging arrangements suggested by a stakeholder group.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_111525
Checklist for reporting, managing and investigating information governance serious untoward incidents

This document provides guidance for all NHS staff in managing information governance serious untoward incidents. It should be used in conjunction with previous issued guidance and local guidance issued by the SHAs.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111498
Final report of the Expert Group on Commissioning NHS Infertility Provision

This final report of the independent expert group on commissioning NHS infertility provision covers the development of a national tariff for regulated fertility services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111363
Consultation report on the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Parental Orders) Regulations 2010

This is a report on a consultation on regulations on parental orders, which transfer parenthood from the surrogate (and her husband or partner if she has one) to the couple who commission the surrogacy arrangement.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_111659
NHS reference costs 2008-2009

These documents provide details of how, and on what, almost £48 billion of NHS expenditure was used in the 2008-09 financial year.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111591
Clarification of  Complaints Regulations 2009

This document clarifies the position on new regulations for handling NHS and adult social care complaints that came into effect on 1 April 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111620
Engaging and responding to your community: a brief guide to Local Involvement Networks

Local involvement networks (LINks) exist in every local authority area of England to give people more influence over how their local health and social care services are planned and delivered. This guide is for health and social care managers and explains more about LINks.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111457
Help shape your local health and social care: your guide to Local Involvement Networks (LINks) [Leaflet]

This sets out the right of members of the public to be involved in discussions and decisions about health and social care services. It also gives more information about local involvement networks.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111648
Pathology Programme Update 2009

This report provides an update on progress in key workstreams and developments over the past year in the Department of Health's pathology programme.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111524
Guidelines for the clinical management of people refusing food in immigration removal centres and prisons

This document provides information for health professionals in prisons and immigration removal centres on the physical effects of food refusal, the most effective practical and clinical management of individuals refusing to eat and drink, legal aspects and the relevance of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. It also addresses the considerable dangers and risks associated with re-feeding individuals who have been starving but who then decide to eat again.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104769
Department of Health's Public Bodies 2009

This is the Department of Health's annual report on the public bodies that it sponsors and the public appointees who serve on them.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111365
Change4Life – Eat Well, Move More, Live Longer

Information on the Change4Life adult campaign and the let's dance campaign has been added.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Currentcampaigns/Change4Life/index.htm
Bright Ideas Grant
B.I.G is a £50K fund aimed at helping unlock the potential of those hundreds of small ideas and giving people the helping hand they need to prove their idea works and share it widely.
http://www.big.dh.gov.uk/
News releases 23-29 January 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Dance group Diversity team up with Change4Life to get the West Midlands moving 

Britain’s Got Talent winners Diversity, are joining forces with the Department of Health to launch a Government campaign to get kids boogying for a healthier future across the country.

Statistical press notice - NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures- 31st December 2009 

These statistics havebeen released by the Department of Health

New NHS campaign reveals unseen alcohol damage 

More than half of drinkers think only binge drinking harms their health

Dance group diversity team up with Change4Life to get the nation moving 

Britain’s Got Talent winners Diversity, are joining forces with the Department of Health to launch a Government campaign to get kids boogying for a healthier future across the country.

First Doctors to Undergo Strengthened Assessments 

Over 3,000 doctors will test out a new system of strengthened appraisal that will improve the quality and safety of patient care, Health Secretary Andy Burnham announced.

Tyne and Wear kids encouraged to walk to school at least once a week 

Walk to school scheme receives funding to get local kids on their feet
Merseyside kids encouraged to walk to school at least once a week 

Walk to school scheme receives funding to get local kids on their feet
Manchester kids encouraged to walk to school at least once a week 

Walk to school scheme receives funding to get local kids on their feet
London walk to school scheme receives funding to expand across England 

A London scheme that encourages families to ditch the car and walk their children to school at least once a week will receive an £800,000 boost from the Government to extend outside of the capital, Public Health Minister Gillian Merron will announce today.

West Midlands kids encouraged to walk to school at least once a week 

Walk to school scheme receives funding to get local kids on their feet
Funding boost to get kids walking to school 

A scheme that encourages families to ditch the car and walk their children to school at least once a week will receive an £800,000 boost from the Government, Public Health Minister Gillian Merron announced.

Individuals in England Clock up Over 2000 Experiences with the NHS in a Lifetime 

From cradle to grave; have your say – Local Involvement Networks. Find you nearest LINk by visiting www.nhs.uk/links
Cash bonus to give young jobless a start in social care 

Employers across Britain will get £1,000 for taking on a young person who is struggling to find work.

New National Clinical Director for Dementia 

Professor Alistair Burns has been appointed as the new National Clinical Director for Dementia

New National Clinical Director for Older People 

Professor David Oliver has been appointed as the new National Clinical Director for Older People
Statistics

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 December 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_111462
Information Centre

National Cancer Clinical Audits • January 2010
http://www.knowledge.ic.nhs.uk/ebulletins/ncca/index.asp?newsletter_ID=162
Community Care Statistics: Grant Funded Services for Adults, England 2008-09 

This report presents information on the number of people who are helped to live more independently in their own homes as a result of schemes provided by voluntary and other organisations in the independent sector, through grants from Councils with Adult Social Services Responsibilities (CASSRs) in England. Some key facts are that during the survey week in 2008, an estimated 336,900 adults used person-centred services operated by organisations grant funded from CASSR social services budgets.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information/community-care-statistics-grant-funded-services-for-adults-england--2008-09
Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people 

The Information Centre has published 'Smoking, drinking and drug use among young people in England: findings by region, 2006 to 2008'. Some key facts for pupils aged 11 to 15 in England are that the percentage of pupils who are regular smokers (usually smoking at least one cigarette per week), varies by region from 5 per cent in London to 10 per cent in the North East and the proportion of pupils who have taken drugs in the last year varies from 15 per cent in the South West to 20 percent in the North West.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles-related-surveys/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-young-people-in-england/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-young-people-in-england-findings-by-region-2006-to-2008
A&E attendance statistics
The Information Centre has published 'Accident and Emergency Attendances in England (experimental statistics) 2008-09'. This is the second annual publication of the Accident and Emergency (A&E) attendance data within the Hospital Episode Statistics (HES). It covers the period April 2008 to March 2009 and draws on nearly 13.8 million detailed records of attendances at major A&E, single speciality A&E departments, minor injuries units and walk-in-centres.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/accident-and-emergency-hospital-episode-statistics-hes/accident-and-emergency-attendances-in-england-experimental-statistics;-2008-09
Audit Commission

PbR data assurance framework: briefing on our A&E pilot audits 

This is the Audit Commission's report on a review of accident and emergency data for payment by results purposes in eight acute trusts to see if they should extend the payment by results data assurance framework to cover accidents and emergencies activity.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/paymentbyresults/assuranceframework/Pages/briefingonouraepilotaudits.aspx
PbR data assurance framework consultation for 2010/11 onwards 

This is the response to a consultation on the framework that supports the improvement of data quality in the NHS.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/audit/paymentbyresults/Pages/pbrconsultation201011.aspx
Cabinet Office

Supporting People: Case Studies in Effective Partnership Working
This document sets out case studies of local authorities and third sector organisations working together to help vulnerable groups into homes and jobs.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/10-01-25-supporting-people-case-studies.aspx
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

Economics and Social Research Strategy 2009-10: An overview of economic and social research

BIS has a number of high-level objectives around which its economic and social research will be strategically focused, whilst also taking into account the significant challenges facing the UK economy. This sets out the department's research plan.
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file54297.pdf
Department for Children, Schools and Families

The Family Information Direct programme

This page gives information on the family information direct scheme, which provides information, advice and support to mothers, fathers, grandparents, carers and other adults with caring responsibility and families in England on a range of issues they may face in bringing up children.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/familyinformationdirect/index.shtml
Promoting the emotional health of children and young people: Guidance for Children's Trust partnerships, including how to deliver NI 50
This document provides an outline of effective ways in which services can reinforce the work of parents, carers and the community in nurturing, promoting and supporting children’s emotional health. It discusses some of the key leadership and commissioning challenges, drawing on learning from local areas that have selected national indicator 50 as a priority indicator.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01125-2009&
Keeping Children and Young People in Mind - What the Government's full response to the independent review of CAMHS means for children, young people and families
This leaflet summarises the government’s full response to the review of child and adolescent mental health services and sets out the features of good services that all local areas should be working towards delivering.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01124-2009&
Commissioning - A survey of the views and experiences of providers of services to children, young people and families 2009

This research aimed to gather robust evidence of providers’ views and experiences of being commissioned by local authorities and their children’s trust partners in order to inform DCSF development of commissioning policy.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR199&
Department for Work and Pensions

Reforming the Medical Statement: Government response to the consultation on draft regulations - The Social Security (Medical Evidence) and the Statutory Sick Pay (Medical Evidence) (Amendment) Regulations 2010

This is the government's response to a consultation on draft regulations that will support the revised medical statement. The aim is for the revised medical statement to allow a doctor to consider not only whether their patient is unfit for work, but also whether their patient may be able to do work based on the doctor’s assessment of the patient’s health condition; it also simplifies the suite of medical statements.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/reform-med-stat-govt-response-29jan10.pdf
Equality and Human Rights Commission

A practical guide to revising Gender Equality Schemes

This document explains how to develop and implement a revised gender (or single) equality scheme that addresses the most significant and entrenched gender inequalities and delivers real improvements to the lives of women and men.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/PSD/a_practical_guide_to_revising_gender_equality_schemes.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Consumer attitudes to the concept of a cross-government food website

This research was undertaken to gauge consumer attitudes and reactions to the concept of a website providing integrated government advice for consumers in relation to food safety, healthy eating and environmental and wider sustainability issues.
http://www.food.gov.uk/science/socsci/surveys/icaresearch
The King’s Fund

End of life care
The King's Fund has published 'Delivering better care at end of life: the next steps'. The government’s End of Life Care Strategy set out to improve the care that patients receive at the end of their life and to give them meaningful choice about where they are cared for and where they die. Implementation of the strategy has proved challenging and the King’s Fund organised a summit in November 2009 at which senior policy-makers, clinicians, managers, officials and academics could share the challenges and suggest practical solutions. This report includes papers given at the summit – covering issues including commissioning, hospice and hospital care, quality markers, challenges for providers – and an account of the debate generated. It identified 10 critical actions to help the successful implementation of the strategy.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/leeds_castle_eolc.html
Museums, Libraries and Archives Council

The MLA has commissioned a major new project looking at the contribution public libraries are making to the health and wellbeing of the communities they serve.
http://www.mla.gov.uk/news_and_views/press/releases/2010/Health%20research
NICE

Into Practice – January 2010
http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/nicenewslettersandalerts/intopractice-newsletterforimplementers/intopracticejanuary2010.jsp
NICE Newsletter – January 2010

http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/nicenewslettersandalerts/nicee-newsletter/enewsletterjanuary2010.jsp
Venous Thromboembolism – reducing the risk (replaces CG46 Venous Thromboembolism (surgical))
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG92
The Public Accounts Committee

Young people's sexual health
This is the 'Seventh Report: Young people's sexual health: the National Chlamydia Screening Programme'. The report concluded that t he Department of Health's lack of urgency in pressing PCTs to reach a high volume of testing means that the  National Chlamydia Screening Programme has not yet reached the level of activity where models predict that the prevalence of chlamydia will be significantly reduced. As a result, more young people than necessary are still being infected and potential savings to the NHS in treating the consequences of chlamydia infection have been lost.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmpubacc/283/283.pdf
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network

Guideline 114 - Non pharmaceutical management of depression
This guideline provides an assessment of, and presents the evidence base for, the efficacy of non-pharmaceutical therapies, encompassing psychological therapies, structured exercise and lifestyle interventions, and a range of alternative and complementary treatments, many of which are not routinely available within the NHS.
http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/114/index.html
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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