
Key Points – 11th September 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 112, 4 - 10 September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_104983
The Quarter: quarter 1, 2009/10

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_104975
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, September 2009, edition 54

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_105076.pdf
Emergency Care bulletin, Issue 62, August 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Emergencycareleadsbulletin/Browsable/DH_104940
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 180, 7 September 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-7Sept2009.HTML
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Pandemic influenza and the Mental Health Act 1983: consultation on proposed changes to the Mental Health Act 1983 and its associated secondary legislation [Closing date: 7 October 2009]
This consultation seeks views on proposals for temporary amendments to the Mental Health Act 1983 that may be required in the event of the severe staff shortages that may be expected during an influenza pandemic.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_103683
Managing critical care needs related to swine flu [Letter]
This letter from Chief Medical Officer Liam Donaldson covers the critical care strategy for managing the H1N1 flu pandemic.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104980
A(H1N1) swine influenza: whole-systems strategy for managing critical care needs relating to swine flu [Letter]
This letter covers NHS critical care capacity and plans for increasing this to respond to increased demand during a pandemic.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_104978
Critical care strategy: managing the H1N1 flu pandemic (September 2009)

This strategy sets out the department's approach to managing critical care during the swine flu pandemic by increasing the number of available critical care beds and preventing people becoming seriously ill as a result of swine flu.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104977
Pandemic influenza paediatric clinical pathways: information for health care professionals working in primary care and the community

This guidance should be used with the adult modules and provides additional paediatric information suitable for clinical staff in locations where acute medical care may be provided to children.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104962
Exercise Prometheus

Exercise Prometheus is a Department of Health-funded exercise for the social care sector to assess and develop its resilience planning in readiness for a second wave of the pandemic swine flu. This guidance gives more information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104969
NHS waiting times statistics [Closing date: 1 December 2009]
This consultation seeks views on proposals to discontinue some current inpatient and outpatient data collection.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_104920
Information sharing and mental health

This guidance sets out some of the issues relating to the exchange of information between mental health trusts and outside organisations and individuals. It sets out when, why and how information can safely be exchanged for the benefit of the individual and the public.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104949
Review of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Authority (MHRA)

This is the report and recommendations of a review of the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency carried out between October 2008 and March 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104926
Your health, your way: a guide to long term conditions and self care - communications toolkit

This toolkit provides all of the assets and artwork to enable organisations to implement a communications campaign at a local level. An introduction to Your health, your way (formally the patients prospectus) is included within this section of the toolkit. Please consult the toolkit guidelines for information and guidance on using these assets, as well as recommendations on how to communicate Your health, your way across various media.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Longtermconditions/yourhealth/DH_105073
Guidance on direct payments for community care, services for carers and children's services: England 2009

The aim of this guidance is to assist local councils in making, managing and administering direct payments. It has been updated to reflect recent legislative changes that extend direct payments to previously excluded groups.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104840
A guide to getting direct payments from your council: a route to independent living

This updated guide offers advice to people who are thinking about or who are already getting direct payments from their local council social services department.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104845
News releases 5-11 September 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Health and public sector professionals to help improve health services for victims of domestic violence 

Health and public sector professionals are being asked for their views on how the NHS can improve its services for women and girls who have been victims of violence and sexual assault, Health Minister Ann Keen announced.

Department of Health consults on pandemic flu contingency legislation for mental health 

The Department of Health has launched a consultation on whether there is a need to make temporary changes to the Mental Health Act 1983 should exceptional circumstances arise during pandemic flu. The contingency legislation would enable mental health patients to continue to get the treatment they need in the event of severe staff absences.

NHS starts year in strong position 

The NHS has started 2009/10 in a strong position by sustaining delivery on key priorities such as reducing waiting times and healthcare associated infections (HCAIs), increasing access to primary care and maintaining good financial health, the Department of Health announced.

Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 31 July 2009 and quarterly census, period ending 30 June 2009 

This data shows the NHS' progress in tackling the waiting times for diagnostic tests like scans.  The monthly data published today gives the waiting times for 15 key diagnostic tests carried out in the NHS.

Top teen concerns are losing weight and fitting in 

Troubled teens reveal social divide

Statistics
Diagnostics waiting times and activity data for July 2009 and Diagnostics Census for the quarter ending 30 June 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
NHS waiting times statistics: consultation on proposals to discontinue some inpatient and outpatient collections [Closing date: 1 December 2009]
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_104920
Information Centre

Primary Care Trust Prescribing Data - April to June 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/primary-care-trust-prescribing-data--aprilto-june-2009
Use of NICE appraised medicines in the NHS in England - Experimental Statistics

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/use-of-nice-appraised-medicines-in-the-nhs-in-england--experimental-statistics
Provisional Monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for Admitted patient care and outpatient data, April 2008 - May 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/provisional-monthly-hospital-episode-statistics-for-admitted-patient-care-and-outpatient-data-april-2008--may-2009
APHO

APHO Recommendations on WCC Inequalities Indicator

APHO's paper setting out the reasons for recommending the Slope Index of Inequalities for life expectancy calculated using deciles of LSOAs defined by IMD

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=75021
Slope index data
Data used for the Health Inequalities Indicator in the 2009 WCC Assurance Framework

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=75019
Enhanced Data Atlas features

Using the new Advanced Data Selector in the Data Atlas, you can create custom atlases (and tables or charts) using LAs/PCTs and indicators of your choice. You can now select and compare indicators from any theme and save your selections to use again.

http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk/
BMA: Under the influence - the damaging effect of alcohol marketing on young people

This report examines the damaging effect of alcohol marketing on young people. It aims to identify effective ways of protecting young people from the influence of alcohol promotion and marketing, thereby redressing the excessively pro-alcohol social norms to which they are exposed.
http://www.bma.org.uk/health_promotion_ethics/alcohol/undertheinfluence.jsp?page=1
BLISS: Common winter illnesses booklet

Bliss has published a new comprehensive advice booklet on common winter illnesses for parents of premature and sick babies.

http://www.bliss.org.uk/core/core_picker/download.asp?id=1290
HSJ: Guide to increasing breastfeeding rates with the Baby Friendly initiative

The Baby Friendly accreditation scheme has the power to reduce costs as well as infant and maternal illnesses
http://www.hsj.co.uk/resource-centre/best-practice/guide-to-increasing-breastfeeding-rates-with-the-baby-friendly-initiative/5005379.article
Communities and Local Government

Place Survey: England - Headline Results 2008 (Revised)

The 2008 Place Survey provides information on people's perceptions of their local area and the local services they receive. This release summarises the headline findings for England and Government Office regions, with results for individual local authorities. The survey collects information on 18 national indicators for local government, used to measure local government performance for 152 county councils, metropolitan district councils, London boroughs and unitary authorities.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/placesurvey2008
Rough Sleeping England - Total Street Count 2009

This document provides a breakdown of the 2009 total street count figure of rough sleepers by local authority.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/roughsleeping2009
Ending Rough Sleeping by 2012: A Self Assessment Health Check

This toolkit for local authorities covers what arrangements, interventions and services are in place for preventing rough sleeping.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/selfassessmenttoolkit
No One Left Out: Communities ending rough sleeping - Good Practice Notes: Developing a strategic response to prevent and tackle rough sleeping

These guidance notes are intended for local authorities that may traditionally not have experienced high numbers of people sleeping rough, or have in place significant levels of specialist provision, but that still need to adopt a strategic response to preventing rough sleeping.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/developingstrategicresponse
Statutory Homelessness: 2nd Quarter (April to June) 2009, England

This statistical release about statutory homelessness includes data on household acceptances and households in temporary accommodation.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/homelessnessq22009
Balanced Scorecard for Outreach Services: Report on Pilot Project

The Outreach Balanced Scorecard aims to provide local authority commissioners with a framework through which they can assess the quality and effectiveness of local outreach services.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/outreachbalancedscorecard
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Protecting Children - Supporting Foster Carers: Dealing with an allegation

Foster carers, like other childcare workers, can find themselves facing allegations about the quality of their care. It is always important that such allegations are taken seriously and investigated properly as experience has shown that, on rare occasions, children are ill-treated by the very people who are supposed to care for them.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00860-2009&
LAC(3112080003) - Think Family Grant: 2009-10

This circular sets out the grant allocations, conditions of grant and payment arrangements for the think family grant, supporting the roll-out of parent and family support across all authorities.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/news-and-communications/local-authority-circulars-2008-2011/3112080003/
Sure Start Children’s Centres

Discovery e-newsletter September 2009

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/earlyyears/surestart/surestartchildrenscentres/childrenscentres/
Department for Work and Pensions

Equality and Human Rights Commission Improvement Plan

This is an improvement plan developed in response to the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s report assessing Job Centre Plus and the department's compliance with equality legislation, with a particular focus on equality impact assessments.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/ehrc-improvement-plan.pdf
Building a Society for All Ages
The Government's recently launched ageing strategy draws together action to help individuals, families and service providers respond to demographic change. This page brings together information from across Government on the ageing strategy.

Update: A link to the UK Older People's Day 2009 events page has been added. It allows local authorities to register details of any events they are organising under the Full of Life banner for Older People’s Day 2009.
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/content-by-topic/ageingstrategy
Food Standards Agency

Whittard of Chelsea withdraws three tea products

Whittard of Chelsea has withdrawn three tea products (Rooibos Cream Caramel Flavoured Tea, Sticky Toffee Pudding Tea, Spiced Chai Green Tea) because they contain macadamia and almond nuts that are not mentioned on the label. If you have an allergy or intolerance to nuts you are advised not to consume these products. The Agency has issued an allergy alert.

http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/sep/whittardtea
General Social Care Council
Social worker whistle blowing going unheard, GSCC poll finds
http://www.gscc.org.uk/News+and+events/Media+releases/9+September+news+release.htm
Health Protection Agency

National Poisons Information Service - Annual Report 2008/2009
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1252326271299
Experts report rise in enquiries related to child poisonings

The Health Protection Agency commissioned National Poisons Information Service (NPIS) has reported an 11% rise in the number of telephone enquiries from health professionals relating to incidents involving children aged under 10 years. (See annual report above)
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1252326273170?p=1231252394302
HM Treasury
Child Poverty National Knowledge Workshop: speech by Stephen Timms

This is a transcript of the speech by Financial Secretary to the Treasury Stephen Timms in Manchester on 10 September 2009. He talks about the Child Poverty Bill.
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/speech_fst_100909.htm
Kings’ Fund

Maternity units to be part of major new initiative to support safe services for mothers and babies

A major new initiative to help maternity units in England create systems that ensure they consistently deliver the safest possible care during labour to mothers and their babies has been launched.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/what_we_do/press/press_releases/maternity_units_to.html
NICE

Wednesday 16 September 2009 - NICE Public Board Meeting and NICE Question Time (Newcastle)

NICE Public Board Meeting
Every two months the NICE Board holds its meeting in a different venue; moving from region to region to ensure that all those interested in our work can come along to hear about the latest developments and question the Board about policy.

NICE Question Time

A question time session is held before the main Board meeting. This session offers a great opportunity for you to raise any questions you have about our work and is open to the general public.

Mike Kelly, Public Health Excellence Centre Director at NICE, will give a brief presentation on the latest work of the Public Health programme. Attendees will then have an opportunity to put their questions to Mike Kelly and Andrew Dillon, Chief Executive at NICE.

http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/whoweare/board/boardmeetings/2009/16september2009.jsp
Consultations
Preventing and reducing HIV transmission among African communities: Consultation on the draft scope [Closing date: 9 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45390
Preventing and reducing HIV transmission among men who have sex with men: consultation on the draft scope scope [Closing date: 9 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45418
Cervical cancer (recurrent) - topotecan: final appraisal determination [Closing date: 25 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45362
Hepatocellular carcinoma (advanced and metastatic) - sorafenib (first line): appraisal consultation 2 [Closing date: 30 September 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45360
Donor breast milk banks: guideline consultation [Closing date: 6 October 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45421
Parliament
Supporting Carers to Care. House of Commons . Public Accounts Committee. Forty–second Report of Session 2008-09

Report includes recommendations on improving delivery of benefits and employment support for carers.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmpubacc/549/549.pdf
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health
Implementing Recovery: a new framework for organisational change

This position paper sets out the ten major challenges for mental health services to put recovery at the heart of their everyday practice.

http://www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/implementing_recovery_paper.pdf
Sport England

Active People Survey 3

The survey measures overall levels of participation and levels of volunteering, club membership, receipt of instruction or coaching, access to competitive sport opportunities, and satisfaction with local sports provision. The survey also collects demographic information to enable analysis of the data by gender, social class, ethnicity, household structure, car ownership, educational attainment and disability.
http://www.sportengland.org/research/active_people_survey/active_people_survey_3.aspx
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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