
Key Points - 11th March 2010

Department of Health

The week – issue 136

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/index.htm
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin – Feb 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_113868.pdf
GP and Practice Team Bulletin, Issue 92, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_113662
General Election – guidance

This letter provides NHS Chief Executives with initial information on handling the General Election period, once it starts. It includes links to previous guidance and advice on where to direct further queries. A similar letter has been issued today to ALB Chief Executives.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113781
Review of Public Health Regulation

The nature of Specialist and Director of Public Health roles are key to the current and future public health function; with high visibility and importance to tackling core challenges such as disparities in health, health protection and lifestyle burdens. Assurance and confidence in public health specialist practice is therefore of great importance. This review seeks to increase the confidence of both the public and professionals as to standards of competence, performance and conduct of the public health workforce.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113866
The handbook to the NHS Constitution for England

This handbook is designed to give NHS staff and patients all the information they need about the NHS Constitution for England. It outlines roles in protecting and developing the NHS and will help readers understand NHS rights, pledges, values and responsibilities.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113614
Changes to the NHS Constitution: Government response to the consultation on new patient rights

The Department of Health published a consultation on new patient rights on 10 November 2009. The consultation closed 5 February 2010.

Over 8,000 people responded to the consultation which involved both local engagement activities carried out by PCTs, and a national consultation process. Following the consultation, a revised NHS Constitution has been published, including a new right to start non-urgent treatment within 18 weeks, and to see a specialist where cancer is suspected within 2 weeks of referral, or for the NHS to take all reasonable steps to offer a range of alternative providers where this is not possible. This new right comes into effect on 1 April 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_113608
The Primary Care Trusts and Strategic Health Authorities (Waiting Times) Directions 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_113557
Primary care and Emergency Departments: report from the Primary Care Foundation

In May 2009 the Department of Health commissioned the Primary Care Foundation to study the impact of using primary care within or alongside A&amp;E. The report highlights that use of primary care clinicians in A&amp;E departments can benefit patients where services are integrated and clinicians work together.

The findings of this report are being developed into a guide for commissioners on use of primary care clinicians with A&amp;E departments and this guide will be available soon.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113694
Currency options for the Healthy Child Programme: Transforming Community Services

Community services have historically been funded on block contracting arrangements, making it difficult for commissioners to identify what services are being delivered and pay for them appropriately. The publication, Currency and pricing options for community services (DH, January 2009) signalled the need to develop more effective ways of paying for services which reward quality and productivity, and encourage activity which reflects local priorities.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113833
NHS Appraisal Toolkit website restored after security checks satisfied

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113641
Age equality in health and social care. A report on the consultation
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_113733
New health inequalities tool allows local NHS to focus their resources

A new internet application, which will allow local trusts to monitor and respond to trends in infant mortality and life expectancy to tackle health inequalities, was launched today by Public Health Minister, Gillian Merron.

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=411966&SubjectId=2
NHS Pharmaceutical Services - Transfer of the Global Sum to PCT Allocations

The attached letter draws attention to important considerations in managing funding for NHS services provided by community pharmacies and appliance contractors, following devolvement of the centrally held funding to PCTs from 1 April 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113792
The NHS quality, innovation, productivity and prevention challenge: an introduction for clinicians

This booklet has been published to support clinical teams and NHS organisations to meet the quality and productivity challenge and provides ways in which NHS clinicians can all get involved in shaping the response locally. It is important that clinicians start to discuss with colleagues how to continue to improve the quality of care provided, and do so more efficiently.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113806
The Primary Medical Services (Directed Enhanced Services) (England) Directions 2010

The Primary Medical Services (Directed Enhanced Services) England) Directions 2010 (the DES Directions) come into effect from 1st April 2010.  They replace the 2008 DES Directions and the associated 2009 DES amending directions.  Their primary purpose is to roll forward the following five directed enhanced services so that they apply for the period from 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011.  The five directed enhanced services relate to extended hours access, alcohol related risk reduction, ethnicity and first language recording, learning difficulties health checks and osteoporosis diagnosis and prevention. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Legislation/Directionsfromthesecretaryofstate/DH_113692
NHS Design Champions Newsletter

This newsletter is aimed at NHS design champions nominated at trusts. It provides an update about the work being done at the department to support the NHS to achieve high-quality environments for the delivery of care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/NHSDesignChampions/index.htm
National Cancer Patients' Experience Survey Programme 2010

This letter informs that the Review of Central Returns Steering Committee (ROCR) have approved a national survey of cancer patients' experiences in all Trusts who offer adult acute cancer services . This survey is highlighted as a priority in the NHS Operating Framework 2010/11, section 2.24.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113787
£8million regional campaign to help catch cancer early

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=411882&SubjectId=2
NHS patients to get new legal rights

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=411906&SubjectId=2
New study to drive further improvements in health care for the most vulnerable
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleasesarchive/DH_113854
NHS to better help victims of violence

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Pressreleasesarchive/DH_113837
Statistics

Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 31 January 2010 and quarterly census, period ending 31 December 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=411987&SubjectId=2
Information Centre

Clinical Dental Report

The Information Centre has published 'Clinical Dental Report, England and Wales: Quarter 3 and Quarter 4, 2008/09 – Experimental Statistics'. This final, experimental, report for 2008/09 shows NHS clinical dental activity in England and Wales at the national level for the third and fourth quarters of 2008/09, up to and including 31 March 2009.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/dentistry/clinical-dental-report-england-and-wales-quarter-3-and-quarter-4-2008-09-experimental-statistics
NICE

School based interventions to prevent smoking

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH23
The Cabinet Office

Inclusion Health

This evidence pack supports the main Inclusion Health study. It brings together existing and new data and analysis on the health needs and outcomes of socially excluded groups, and highlights the challenges and opportunities within this field.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/346574/inclusion-health-evidencepack.pdf
The Audit Commission

The Truth is out there

This discussion paper looks at how the public sector can improve information made available to the public. It follows our publication in November 2009, Nothing but the truth that looked at the reliability of facts and figures used by public service providers and decision-makers such as councils and health trusts, social workers, doctors and police.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/localgov/thetruthisoutthere/Pages/default.aspx
Healthy balance  

A review of public health performance and spending

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/health/nationalstudies/primarycare/Pages/healthybalance_copy.aspx
Association of Public Health Observatories

PCT Spend and Outcome Factsheets and Tool (SPOT)

The Department of Health has commissioned the Association of Public Health Observatories (APHO) to develop a tool which helps commissioners to link health outcomes and expenditure. The development of this tool and a Spend and Outcome Factsheet for every PCT in England has been led by Yorkshire and Humber Public Health Observatory.

http://www.yhpho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=49488
Food Standards Agency

Review of infant formula and follow-on formula controls
http://www.food.gov.uk/healthiereating/nutcomms/infformreview/
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:

www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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