
Key Points – 18th December 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 126, 11 - 17 December 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_110249
GP and Practice Team bulletin, issue 90, December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_110362
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 194, 14 December 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_14December2009.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Swine flu vaccination: information for parents of children over six months and under five years old

All children over six months and under five years of age are now being offered the swine flu vaccine. This leaflet has been developed to provide parents and carers with information about the vaccination.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110066
A (H1N1) swine flu influenza: phase two of the vaccination programme; children over 6 months and under 5 years: dosage schedule update

This is a letter to general practitioners and practice nurses from Director of Immunisation Professor D.M. Salisbury. It gives information on phase two of the swine flu vaccination programme, which includes children over six months and under five years.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110182
H1N1 Virus (Swine Flu) Advice for PCTs and Primary Ophthalmic Services contractors

This guidance provides advice on the implications of swine flu for primary ophthalmic services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110247
Transfer of commissioning and funding of social care for adults with learning disabilities from the NHS to local Government: final returns for 2009/10 by 15 January 2010 [Letter]
From April 2009, funding and commissioning of social care for adults with learning disabilities transferred from the NHS to local authorities. This letter to lead commissioners in primary care trusts and local authorities gives further guidance. Final returns for 2009-10 must be completed and returned to the department by Friday 15 January 2010.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110322
Payment by Results 2010-11 road test package [Letter]
This letter from Director General of NHS Finance Performance and Operations David Flory details the changes made to the proposed 2010-11 tariff arrangements since his letter of 1 September 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110316
National Patient Choice Survey [Letter]

This letter from Director of System Management and New Enterprise Bob Ricketts alerts chief executives to the continuation of the national patient choice survey.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110111
Out of Hours Training for GP Registrars [Letter]

This letter to primary care trust chief executives draws attention to primary care trusts' responsibility to commission increased GP out of hours training to reflect the recent extension of training undertaken in GP practices from 12 to 18 months.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_110330.pdf
Statement prepared for the HPA to describe requirements for urine collection containers within a clinical environment [Letter]

A statement outlining the microbiological standard required for containers used for the collection of urine samples for microbiological investigation
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110002
World class commissioning - December 2009 update [Letter]

This letter gives an update for December 2009 on the world-class commissioning programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110341
The operating framework for 2010/11 for the NHS in England [Letter]

This letter from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson introduces the NHS operating framework for 2010-11.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110109
NHS operating framework for 2010/11 (letter to Social Partnership Forum and National Stakeholder Forum)

This letter introduces the NHS operating framework for 2010-11.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_110118
The NHS operating framework for England for 2010/11

This operating framework sets out the priorities for the NHS for the year ahead to enable them to begin their planning.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110107
Informatics planning 2010/11

The NHS operating framework for 2010-11 confirms that informatics will be included in operational plans and this document provides guidance on the informatics components of these plans. It sets out national expectations for the NHS for delivery of national and local objectives.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110335
The communicating organisation: using communication to support the development of high-performing organisations

This document contains guidance for NHS chief executives, board members and lead communicators. It describes what is meant by 'best practice' in communications and outlines how NHS organisations can endeavour to accomplish this. This framework encourages chief executives to involve their communications departments at a senior organisational level and to view good communication as the responsibility of the entire organisation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110344
The Health and Social Care Act 2008:  Code of Practice for health and adult social care on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance

This code of practice, which comes into force on 1 April 2010 for the NHS and October 2010 for all other registered providers, sets out the criteria against which a registered provider will be assessed by the Care Quality Commission. It also provides guidance on how the provider can meet the registration requirement relating to healthcare-associated infections set out in the regulations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110288
Cancer commissioning guidance - second edition

This guidance sets out key issues and questions that commissioners and cancer network teams will want to take into consideration when assessing health needs, reviewing services, developing their contract service specifications and monitoring performance.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110115
Guidance on the consumption of alcohol by children and young people. A report by the Chief Medical Officer

This guidance for parents, children and young people is based on the most comprehensive ever review of the scientific evidence and follows an extensive public consultation. It gives advice on alcohol use by children and young people.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110258
Simplification plan: year four 2009
This plan sets out what the department has been doing, and plans to do, to manage and reduce the cost of regulation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109981
Developing psychosocial resilience: how to cope in a crisis
This guidance provides a stepped model of care for staff that is sensitive and responsive to their needs before, during and after emergencies. It will ensure that staff are prepared to cope with long-sustained demand.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110234
A guide to the implications of the European Working Time Directive for doctors in training
This document provides clarity on the European Working Time Directive for doctors in training.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110100
Response to the consultation on the revision of the Fair Access to Care Services guidance to support councils to determine eligibility for social care services
This is the government's response to a consultation on revised guidance on eligibility for social care. The guidance aims to support fair and transparent implementation of eligibility criteria.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_110137
Third Sector Update and News, fourth edition, December 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_089035
Delivering same-sex accommodation progress report: the story so far
This report provides a snapshot of the progress towards the goal of eliminating mixed-sex accommodation in NHS hospitals and other settings of NHS-funded care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110047
Achieving excellence in kidney care: Delivering the National Service Framework for Renal Services

This document sets out the first ever set of national standards for the treatment of renal disease. It also highlights progress over the five years since the publication of the national service framework.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109978
Review of National Self Care Week 9-15 November 2009

National Self Care Week aimed to raise public awareness of the support available to help people stay fit and healthy and encourage them to take a more active role in decisions about their care. These documents review the success of the week's activities.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Longtermconditions/DH_110068
Aiming high for disabled children: improving data

This document explores how data on disabled children is collected, managed and used at a local level. The report includes a number of effective practice recommendations, including for organisations delivering services for disabled children at a local level.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110094
Government response to the House of Lords Science and Technology Committee Inquiry into Genomic Medicine

This response clearly sets out how the government will continue to ensure the NHS is ready for future developments and that new technologies are properly developed and translated into clinical practice.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_110004
News releases 12-18 December 2009
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
111 is new national number for non-emergency healthcare 

A new free three-digit number – 111 - making it easier for patients to access non-emergency healthcare wherever they are, 24 hours a day, was given the go ahead by Telecoms regulator Ofcom.

New National Clinical Director for urgent and emergency care 

Professor Matthew Cooke has been appointed as the new National Clinical Director for Urgent and Emergency Care.

Public urged to take extra precautions to keep warm and well 

Following the Met Office’s cold weather warnings issued for the next few days The Department of Health is urging people to be aware of the risks faced during this period of cold weather.

Statistical press notice - NHS Referral To Treatment (RTT) times data - October 2009 

STATISTICAL PRESS NOTICE - NHS REFERRAL TO TREATMENT (RTT) TIMES DATA - October 2009
Statistical Press Notice - Direct Access Audiology - referral to treatment (RTT) waiting times data - October 2009 

STATISTICAL PRESS NOTICE - DIRECT ACCESS AUDIOLOGY - REFERRAL TO TREATMENT (RTT) WAITING TIMES DATA - OCTOBER 2009

Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health:

Statistical Press Notice - General Practice Patient Survey 2009-10 Q1&2 Interim National Results 

Ipsos-MORI have published the results of the first two quarterly collections of the 2009-10 GP Patient Survey which they are carrying out on behalf of the Department of Health

Parents back alcohol free childhood 

Chief Medical Officer publishes final guidance on alcohol and children

Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson to retire from his role in the summer 

England’s Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, will step down in May 2010 after 12 years of service, the longest serving Chief Medical Officer of modern times.

Stem Cell road map to make research easier 

New online toolkit will improve quality and speed of stem cell research

NHS tackles mixed-sex accommodation 

The NHS is on track to virtually eliminate mixed-sex accommodation from hospitals across England, announced Health Minister Ann Keen.

New funding model opens up volunteering 
A new funding model designed to broaden and strengthen investment in volunteering in health and social care was unveiled by Care Services Minister, Phil Hope.

NHS Marks Five Years of Progress in Kidney Care 
The Department of Health has published an update on progress made in kidney care since the National Service Framework was developed five years ago.  It shows that the NHS has significantly improved diagnosis of kidney disease and treatment for those living with it.

Statistics

GP patient survey (Q1 and Q2 2009-10 aggregated results)

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/PublishedSurvey/GPpatientsurvey2007/index.htm
Genito-Urinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM), October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Direct access audiology waiting times, October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
Referral to treatment statistics (admitted patients, non-admitted patients and incomplete RTT times), October 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
NICE

Negative pressure wound therapy for the open abdomen

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG322
Balloon catheter insertion for Bartholin's cyst or abscess

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG323
Electrocautery cutting balloon treatment for pelviureteric junction obstruction 

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG324
Endopyelotomy for pelviureteric junction obstruction

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG325
Laparoscopic augmentation cystoplasty (including clam cystoplasty)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG326
Radiofrequency ablation for the treatment of colorectal liver metastases

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG327
Suction diathermy adenoidectomy

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG328
Total prosthetic replacement of the temporomandibular joint 

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG329
Vagus nerve stimulation for treatment-resistant depression

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG330
Home Office

Home Office Research Report 23: Summary of key findings from the drug treatment outcomes research study

This report summarises the findings from a major national evaluation of drug treatment in England. The study comprised a longitudinal survey of outcomes, a qualitative assessment of the factors that impact effective treatment and an economic analysis.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr23.pdf
Home Office Research Report 24: The drug treatment outcomes research study - Final outcomes report 
This report summarises follow-up data from the drug treatment outcomes research study. The overriding finding is that treatment reduces the harmful behaviours that are associated with problem drug use.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr24c.pdf
Home Office Research Report 25: The drug treatment outcomes research study - Cost-effectiveness analysis
This report assesses the outcomes, costs and benefits of drug treatment in England.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr25c.pdf
Home Office Research Report 26: The drug treatment outcomes research study - Qualitative study 
This qualitative study of the drug treatment outcomes research study was designed to explore treatment providers’ and treatment seekers’ perspectives on the factors influencing the effectiveness of drug misuse treatment in England.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr26c.pdf
Care Quality Commission

CQC to scrutinise care for people with learning disabilities

http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=35762&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Children’s Trusts – Improving support for schools

This leaflet is designed to help schools understand their role as statutory partners to the children’s trust. It briefly describes the new legislation, what children’s trusts are and why they are necessary and the role of schools within the children’s trust as statutory partners.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01113-2009&
The Impact of the Commercial World on Children's Wellbeing: Report of an Independent Assessment
This report follows a commitment made in the government’s children’s plan in late 2007 to undertake ‘an independent assessment of the overall impact of the commercial world on children’s well-being’. The assessment, conducted by Professor David Buckingham and a panel of experts, is now complete and this report presents their findings.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00669-2009&
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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