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Key Points – 19th September 2008
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Department of Health
the week, issue 63, 12-18 September 2008

Provides need-to-know news, consultations and events for chief executives and their teams. It provides links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_088076
Medical Directors' bulletin, issue 85, September 2008

This monthly bulletin provides a practical summary of the latest developments in the implementation of the NHS Plan and keeps medical directors up to date. It also provides access points for further information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_088192
NHS Choices update edition 3, September 2008

NHS Choices is being updated, with new features, expanded content, and significantly enhanced navigation. This newsletter helps you to find how to get the best out of NHS Choices.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/nhschoicesbulletin/DH_088243
Department of Health Information Charter

This Charter is for anyone who has dealings with the Department of Health whether through correspondence, involvement in consultations or collaborative policy development or if for any other reason we hold personal information about you.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/FreedomOfInformation/DH_088010
HIV post-exposure prophylaxis: guidance from the UK Chief Medical Officers' Expert Advisory Group on AIDS

This document provides updated guidance on occupational HIV post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) from the UK Chief Medical Officers' Expert Advisory Group on AIDS (EAGA) issued in February 2004 and the interim update following the withdrawal of Viracept (nelfinavir) published in July 2007. It should be read in conjunction with local needlestick injury policy.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088185
Flu communications campaign information 2008

The flu immunisation communications campaign to encourage uptake of the flu vaccine will begin Wednesday 1st October.
TV, radio and online advertising will run during October and November, with PR activity continuing until the end of 2008. The campaign again builds on the “Virus” theme, and this year focuses on people under 65 with long-term conditions as well as all those aged 65 or over.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Flugeneralinformation/DH_4087158
Venous thromboembolism (VTE) risk assessment

One of the main recommendations from the April 2007 expert working group report was that all hospitalised patients receive a VTE risk assessment upon admission to hospital. The VTE Implementation Working Group, with input from stakeholders and key partners have developed a VTE risk assessment for use in all hospitals.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088215
Consultation on public, patients', and other interested parties' views on additional uses of patient data [Closing date: 12 December 2008]

This consultation seeks views on the ways in which the NHS can use information it collects about patients. Such data is currently used to provide care and treatment but could, for example, be used for research.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_088074
Help us portray social care positively

This letter to directors of adult social services asks for help in identifying settings and subjects for photographs to update the Department's photolibrary.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_088096
Reference guide to the Mental Health Act 1983

This guide is a source of reference for people who want to understand the provisions of the Mental Health Act 1983 as amended by the Mental Health Act 2007.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088162
Open to All: mental health, social inclusion and museums and galleries: speech by Alan Johnson

This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson at the Arts and Healthcare Event on 16 September 2008. He talks about a resource for gallery staff to help tackle exclusion and improve access for those suffering from mental health problems.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_088160
Invitation to a joint reception by the Department of Health and the World Health Organisation on 9 October 2008, the eve of World Mental Health Day

Invitation from National Director for Mental Health in England Louis Appleby to chief executives of strategic health authorities, chief executives of mental health trusts, directors of regional development centres, mental health stakeholders and mental health voluntary organisations to attend an event on 9 October 2008 to mark World Mental Health Day 2008. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087895
PL/CMO/2008/6: Oracle Children's Study

This letter contains information regarding a report on the Oracle Children Study, which was published online today by The Lancet. This is a 7-year follow-up study of a randomised controlled trial of the use of erythromycin and/or co- amoxiclav for women presenting in premature labour.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Professionalletters/Chiefmedicalofficerletters/DH_088217
Commissioning safe and sustainable specialised paediatric services - a framework of critical inter-dependencies

This report provides a unique approach to the commissioning of specialised paediatric services. It provides a clinically agreed system for representing the nature of the relationships between specialised services and sets out which services need to be delivered from the same location and which do not.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088068
Transforming services for children with hearing difficulty  and their families: a good practice guide

This document provides good practice and evidence to help commissioners and service providers make changes to the way that paediatric hearing services are delivered, and in particular to reduce waits for patients with the most common hearing difficulties.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088106
Government response to the House of Lords European Union Committee Report on Increasing the supply of donor organs within the European Union, 17th Report of Session 2007–08

This is the Government's response to a report that supports action being taken nationally and internationally to increase the number of high-quality and safe organs donated for transplantation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_088100
DH news releases 15-19 September 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 

Hospital patients to be assessed for risk of blood clots 
Sir Liam Donaldson, Chief Medical Officer, announced the publication of a risk assessment for venous thromboembolism, recommended for all patients admitted to hospital in England. 

  

MRSA infections cut by more than half 
Health Secretary Alan Johnson has paid tribute to NHS staff for their significant success in going beyond the Government's target of halving MRSA blood stream infections across England. 

  

New research collaborations for health announced 
Two new partnerships between NHS organisations and leading universities will receive a total of £18 million to conduct research and improve care in major conditions including depression, dementia, stroke, and childhood obesity. 

  

Online service launch to help NHS providers and suppliers 

An online advertising service that will help 'hook up' NHS providers with healthcare suppliers has been announced by Health Minister Ben Bradshaw. 

  

'Match.com' for NHS and suppliers launched 
An online advertising service that will help 'hook up' NHS providers with healthcare suppliers has been announced by Health Minister Ben Bradshaw. 

Statistics

Mandatory surveillance of MRSA bacteraemia, April to June 2008

Quarterly reporting results for Clostridium difficile infections, MRSA bacteraemia and GRE bacteraemia.

http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1191942126541
Information Centre

Dental earnings and expenses, England and Wales, 2006/07

The Dental Earnings and Expenses report provides a detailed study of the earnings and expenses of General Dental Services (GDS) and Personal Dental Services (PDS) dentists in England and Wales in 2006/07, the first year of the new contractual arrangements for NHS dentists in these countries.

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/dentistry/dental-earnings-and-expenses-2006-07
10 Downing Street

Letter to NHS Staff on hospital infections

This letter from Prime Minister Gordon Brown to NHS staff praises them for their work in bringing about reductions in the rates of hospital-acquired infections.
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page16875
Audit Commission

Consultation on proposed 2009/10 audit and inspection fees scales [Closing date: 7 November 2008]
This consultation seeks views on the Audit Commission's proposed work programme and scale of fees for 2009-10 and indicative fee proposals for 2010-11 and 2011-12. 
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/audit.asp#feesconsultation
Communities and Local Government

Participatory Budgeting: a draft national strategy: Consultation - summary of responses

This document summarises responses to a consultation on a draft participatory budgeting strategy to give people in every local authority area a greater say on how public money is spent by 2012. It included exploring for the first time using 'community kitties' for projects to fight crime and tackle obesity.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/participatorybudgetingresponses
Working with Local Strategic Partnerships and Local Area Agreements: some lessons from the New Deal for Communities programme

This study explores the relationships between four new deal for community partnerships and their local strategic partnerships and what impact this has had on their local area agreements.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/ndcworklspslaas
Community engagement: Some lessons from the New Deal for Communities Programme

This research report outlines the experiences of new deal for communities partnerships in developing and implementing their approaches and strategies for community engagement.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/ndccommunityengagement
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Children's Plan: building brighter futures. Speech by Kevin Brennan
This is a transcript of the speech by Children's Minister Kevin Brennan at the Aspect Annual Conference on 29 August 2008. He talks about bringing together all the professions in the children's workforce.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/speeches/search_detail.cfm?ID=826
Children looked after in England (including adoption and care leavers) year ending 31 March 2008

This Statistical First Release (SFR) provides information about children looked after in England for the year ending 31 March 2008. The figures are based on returns collected from all 150 English local authorities.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000810/index.shtml
Keeping children safe: Information disclosure about child sexual offenders

This document describes a pilot scheme in which parents, carers or guardians of children and young people can ask the police to tell them if a person has a record for child sexual offences. If police checks show that they have a record for child sexual offences or other offences that might put the child at risk, the police will consider sharing this information with the child’s parent, carer or guardian.

http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/_files/Keeping%20Children%20Safe.pdf
Referrals, assessments and children and young people who are the subject of a child protection plan, England - year ending 31 Mar 2008

This publication contains national figures on referrals and assessments of children and young people who are the subject of a child protection plan or on the child protection register for the year ending 31 March 2008.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000811/index.shtml
Primary Care Contracting

Primary Care Service Frameworks

NHS PCC has published a number of Primary Care Service Frameworks to support PCTs and Practice based commissioners covering the areas of alcohol services, obesity, long term conditions, support for self care, and sexual health. Further frameworks are currently being developed in partnership with the Department of Health. The frameworks can be accessed via the NHS PCC website.
http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/204
Healthcare Commission

Survey of users of mental health services 2008

This is the fifth annual survey of community mental health services carried out by the Healthcare Commission. 
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/healthcareproviders/nationalfindings/surveys/healthcareproviders/surveysofpatients/mentalhealth.cfm
Newsletter, September 2008

A monthly electronic update on the latest commission news and activities. 
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk//newsandevents/newsletter.cfm?cit_id=6545&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Food Standards Agency

Annual report of the chief scientist 2007-08

This report details the science behind food risks, the science that underpins the agency's activities, the agency's science strategy and the challenges of new food health risks that may be on the horizon. 
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/sep/acsreport
Health and Safety Executive

Health and Safety in the 21st Century: Speech by Judith Hackitt

This is a transcript of the speech by Health and Safety Executive Chair Judith Haskitt at the Institution of Occupational Safety and Health Safety Symposium on 8 September 2008. She talks about the future challenges facing health and safety to hold onto the things that are good, effective and relevant whilst adapting and changing to a changing world and emerging risks. 
http://news.hse.gov.uk/2008/09/08/health-and-safety-in-the-21st-century/
King’s Fund

Top-up payments for drugs in England

This briefing gives some background on the relevant legislation and guidance on how top-ups are distinct from other charges in the NHS and why have they become such a contentious issue now

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/briefings/topup_payments_for.html
NHS spending. Local variations in priorities: an update

This paper examines the data collected by the Department of Health on the amounts PCTs spend on the 23 programmes of care based on medical conditions such as mental health, circulatory problems (including heart disease) and cancer. It also looks at changes in overall PCT spending between 2004/5 and 2006/7 and examines where the extra cash allocated to the NHS went. Fundamental differences are shown in PCT spending that are only partially explained by the different needs of local populations. 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/kings_fund_publications/nhs_spending.html
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Calculating the cost of efficient care homes (Findings)
This study refines the formula published by the JRF in 2002 (revised 2004) for calculating reasonable fees, based on the operating costs of efficient care homes for older people in England. Using 2008 benchmarks, the study guides users through its associated spreadsheet and advises on modifications to reflect local market conditions
http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialcare/2260.asp
World Health Organization

Priority interventions: HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care in the health sector

This publication is the definitive 'one-stop shop' designed to help countries, donors and other stakeholders expand and improve their response to one of the greatest health-care challenges of our time. It includes everything from how to expand condom programming to the latest in treatment recommendations, guidelines and standards.

http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/guidelines/2008priorityinterventions/en/index.html
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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