 


Key Points –  20th June 2008

 
Department of Health

the week: issue 50, 13  - 19 June 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_085509
18-week Patient Experience survey and National Patient Choice Survey

This is a letter from the director general of NHS finance, performance and operations to inform strategic health authority, primary care trust and NHS trust chief executives of the intention to use primary care trust-level surveys to measure local patient experiences of 18-week pathways. Patient experiences of choice will continue to be measured through the national patient choice survey.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085488
What Matters to Staff in the NHS: Research Study Conducted for Department of Health - June 2008

'What Matters to Staff in the NHS’ is a wide-ranging research study that identifies the major emotional and behaviour drivers contributing to staff engagement and motivation to provide high quality patient care. This work has informed the Next Stage Review and the development of the draft NHS Constitution
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_085536
 
The National Education and Competence Framework for assistant critical care practitioners
Good practice framework describing the education, skills and competences of critical care practitioners practising at the assistant level.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085583
 
Introduction of human papillomavirus vaccine into the national immunisation programme: announcement of vaccine to be used

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085582
Mental Capacity Act 2005: Deprivation of liberty safeguards - Code of Practice to supplement the main Mental Capacity Act 2005 Code of Practice
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085476
 
The Patient Information Advisory Group (PIAG) Annual Report 2006-07

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_085538
Transforming the quality of dementia care: consultation on a National Dementia Strategy [Closing date: 11 September 2008]

The Department of Health is developing a national strategy for dementia services. This consultation draws on evidence from a wide range of reports and stakeholders, a series of listening events involving over 3,000 people and the recommendations of an External Reference Group. It invites everyone to give their views on the ideas set out in the document, as well as contribute new ideas to the debate.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_085570
 
Consultation on a statutory scheme to control the prices of branded NHS medicines

[Closing date: 15 July 2008 (part) and 25 September 2008]

Consultation on the Government's use of statutory powers to introduce a scheme to control the prices of branded NHS medicines from 1 September 2008 to apply to companies who do not sign up to a new voluntary scheme or in the event of failure to reach an agreement with the pharmaceutical industry.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_085523
Consultation on the Impact of personally initiated X-ray computed tomography scanning for the health assessment of asymptomatic individuals: recommendations made by the Committee on Medical Aspects of Radiation in the Environment (COMARE).  [Closing date: 9 September 2008]

This consultation seeks views from members of the public, interested parties and stakeholders on recommendations for personal CT scans made by the committee.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_085447
The NHS Resilience and Business Continuity Management Guidance 2008: interim strategic national guidance for NHS organisations – Consultation 

[Closing date: 30 September 2008]

This consultation seeks views on a set of general principles to guide all NHS organisations in developing business continuity management processes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_085422
2008-09 Pay award for Very Senior Managers (VSM) in the NHS

This letter from David Nicholson to NHS chief executives and chairs sets out the pay awards framework for very senior managers for 2008-09.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085504
CDO Update, June 2008

CDO Update (formerly CDO's Digest) is a newsletter sent by the chief dental officer to all dentists and associated professionals in England. It incorporates topics that might otherwise have required an individual letter, progress reports on earlier letters, and other information from the department of interest to practising dentists.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefdentalofficersbulletin/Browsable/DH_085494
Chief Nursing Officer bulletin, issue 69, June 2008

This bulletin provides up-to-date information abut NHS news and related developments of specific interest to nurses, midwives and health visitors

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_085461
DH news releases 14-20 June 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
More help for people with dementia 
Consultation on future for dementia care and review on the use of anti-psychotic drugs 

'Creating a Healthier NHS': NHS pilots well being assessments for staff 
On 18th June the first of 10 sites started testing a new approach to supporting the health and well-being programmes for staff delivering NHS services. Rotherham PCT launched this pilot for 300 of its staff. A further nine sites will be launched by 8th July. 

Department of Health awards contract for HPV vaccine 
The contract to provide the vaccine against HPV (human papillomavirus), was today awarded by the Department of Health to pharmaceutical company GlaxoSmithKline for their vaccine 'Cervarix'. 

Big progress in Government and industry drug price deal 
The Government and the pharmaceutical industry today announced a significant deal on parts of the new Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme.   

Nursing quality to be measured for compassion of care 
Treating patients with compassion, reducing the number of falls on wards and good hand-washing are some of the indicators that could be used in a groundbreaking move to measure the quality of nursing care in the NHS, Health Secretary Alan Johnson will announce later today.   

More GP Surgeries open longer 
More patients are able to see their GP in the evenings and at weekends, statistics released today by the Department of Health show.  

Statistics
GP Extended Opening Hours, Commissioners in England, May 2008

http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/hospitalactivity/data_requests/gp_extended_opening_hours.htm
Abortion statistics, England and Wales: 2007

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085508
Local Government Association

Who’s accountable for health?

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication-display.do?id=721827
Information Centre

More ambulance services than ever before reach life-threatening incidents within target time

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-media/press-releases/june-2008/more-ambulance-services-than-ever-before-reach-life-threatening-incidents-within-target-time
 
 
House of Commons

'Caring for vulnerable babies: the reorganisation of neonatal services in England'.

This report examines the quality and effectiveness of neonatal services in caring for vulnerable babies. It looks at the ability of the system to meet increased demand for neonatal services, the benefits of networking neonatal units, recruitment and training of staff and the impact on health inequalities.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmpubacc/390/39002.htm
 
 
NICE
 
Interventional procedures programme process guide consultation

http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/howwework/developingniceinterventionalprocedures/InterventionalProceduresProgrammeProcessGuideConsultation.jsp
Coeliac disease: scope consultation

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=40939
 
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network

Diagnosis and management of chronic kidney disease

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/103/index.html
Health Protection Agency

Looking after Schoolchildren and those in Early Years settings during Heatwaves:Guidance for Teachers and Other Professionals

http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1210577610802?p=1204031509010
 
NHS Confederation

Survey results on future opportunities and threats for the NHS

http://www.nhsconfed.org/issues/mediacentre-listing.cfm/pressrelease/786
NHS Networks

Consultation on a National Dementia Strategy.

Health Minister Ivan Lewis has outlined proposals to improve the quality of dementia care and provide more help for people with dementia, as he launched a consultation on the first ever National Dementia Strategy
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2269
Healthcare Commission

Healthcare Commission newsletter – June 2008

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk//newsandevents/newsletter.cfm?cit_id=6479&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Healthcare Commission announces plans for the 2008/09 assessment of NHS trusts
The Healthcare Commission has published its plans for the 2008/09 annual health check of NHS trusts, following consultation with the NHS, royal colleges, members of the public and voluntary groups.

The overall structure of the health check, which has been in place for three years, is largely unchanged for 2008/09. This will enable patients and the public to compare performance over time and identify where improvement has been made.

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6478&widCall1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Healthcare watchdog to cross-check NHS performance as trusts make declarations on standards.

More trusts have declared that they are compliant with more of the standards compared to last year in first stage of annual performance assessment.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6477&widCall1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Better outlook for patients with oesophago-gastric cancer but palliative services still need to improve, says first national audit.

Patients with one of the most devastating forms of cancer are surviving longer due to better services, but more work still needs to be done to improve organisation of palliative care, says the first national Oesophago-Gastric (OG) Cancer Audit.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6476&widCall1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Primary Care Contracting

Primary Care Service Framework - Management of Alcohol in Primary Care
http://www.primarycarecontracting.nhs.uk/uploads/primary_care_service_frameworks/primary_care_service_framework_-_alcohol_v9_final.pdf
Department for Children Schools and Families

Common mental health problems: supporting school staff by taking positive action

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00380-2008&
Food Standards Agency

FSA newsletter, no.78, June 2008-06-16

FSA News is the agency's monthly newsletter for all those with a professional interest in food and food safety.
http://www.food.gov.uk/aboutus/publications/fsanews/#branch0
Obesity: the challenges we face

This is a transcript of the speech by Chair of the Food Standards Agency Deirdre Hutton at the faculty of public health annual conference on 5 June 2008. She talks about practical ways to tackle the obesity problem.
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/speeches/deirdrehutton/obesityspeech
King’s Fund

King's Fund response to LGA Health Commission report

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/lga_health_report.html
Darzi review must set out clear vision for future of NHS based on less control and more freedom for staff

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/systems_incentives.html
Barriers still stand in way of moving care out of hospitals and closer to patients' homes

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/seesaw.html
Health News
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin    
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  Sue Graham

 

tel: 0191 4971460    
 0191 5297209

 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

 

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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