
Key Points – 20th November 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 122, 13 - 19 November 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_108841
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 190, 16 November 2009

http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_issue190.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu information
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
JCVI updated advice on H1N1v vaccination, 17 November 2009

Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation statement on swine flu vaccine
http://www.dh.gov.uk/ab/JCVI/DH_094744
AHP data collection [\Letter]
This letter explains how the department is working with the NHS to support the delivery of its commitment to mandating the collection of data on referral to treatment times for services provided by allied health professionals to enable timely access to quality services for patients

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_108754
Department of Health identity guidelines
This publication contains identity guidelines on the Department of Health, including layout, logo, colour palette, choice of typefaces, images, incorrect usages, communication with disability groups,different audiences, policy, consultation and delivery, the brand, layouts and templates.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_108798
Children’s cancer measures for the Manual for Cancer Services [Letter]
This is a letter from Acting Director of the National Cancer Action Team Stephen Parsons. It highlights the publication of the Children’s Cancer Measures as part of the revised Manual for Cancer Services following a three-month consultation period.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_108667
Care Planning Placement and Case Review Regulations Consultation [Closing date: 8 February 2010]
This consultation seeks views on the draft Care Planning Placement and Case Review Regulations (England) 2010 and related guidance.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1678&external=no&menu=1
Cancer Awareness Measure (CAM) National Baseline Report

This is a baseline population-based survey using the Cancer Research UK cancer awareness measure developed by the University College London. The survey was undertaken in September and October 2008.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_108749
Improving safety, reducing harm: children, young people and domestic violence

This toolkit provides information about children, domestic violence and related issues, including risk assessment and safety planning information, guidance for schools, as well as sample forms and key fact sheets.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_108697
Improving health, supporting justice: the national delivery plan of the Health and Criminal Justice Programme Board

This is the government's national delivery plan for health and criminal justice as developed by the Health and Criminal Justice Programme Board, building on Lord Bradley's 2009 review of mental health and learning disability in the criminal justice system. This delivery plan contributes to key government initiatives around protecting the public, reducing health inequalities, reducing reoffending and health improvement and protection.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_108606
Legal issues relevant to non-heartbeating organ donation

This sets out the Department of Health's view of the legal position in relation to the action that can be lawfully taken prior to death to support non-heartbeating donation. The intention is that those working in this area will be able to use it to draw up more detailed guidance to support clinical practice.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_108825
Speech by Mike O'Brien to National Association of Primary Care

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Services Minister Mike O'Brien at the National Association of Primary Care on 18 November 2009. He talks about the state of primary healthcare in the UK.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_108774
News releases 14-20 November 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Settlement out of court with DDSA Pharmaceuticals Ltd 

Frontline NHS staff to help transform patient care 

Twenty innovative new projects, designed by frontline NHS staff to transform patient care have been announced by Care Services Minister Phil Hope on Social Enterprise Day.

First Express LIFT Arrives 

In a step closer towards updating and building new healthcare facilities, NHS Cumbria has become the first Primary Care Trust to establish a LIFT (Local Improvement Finance Trust) company procured through the faster and more cost-effective Express LIFT framework 

Swine Flu vaccination: NHS prepares next step 

Children over six months and under five years will be offered vaccine
Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health:

Direct Access Audiology - referral to treatment (RTT) waiting times data - september 2009 

Statistical press notice
Statistical Press Notice - NHS referral to treatment (RTT) times data - September 2009 

Statistical press notice

Response to A&E Hospital Episodes Data
Please see the statement releasde by the Department of Health

Action plan on offender health is launched 

A cross-government action plan to improve the health of offenders in prison and in the community, has been launched by Care Services Minister Phil Hope.

Summary Care Records launched in London 

Summary Care Records containing key medical information which will be accessible wherever patients are treated are being rolled out across London, the Department of Health has announced. The scheme is taking off across England over the next year as part of a national roll-out of the programme. 

Statistics
Genito-Urinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM), September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Direct access audiology waiting times, September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Directaccessaudiology/index.htm
Referral to treatment statistics (admitted patients, non-admitted patients and incomplete RTT times), September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/18WeeksReferraltoTreatmentstatistics/index.htm
Information Centre

Accident and Emergency - patient journey - further analysis of the published 2007-08 A&E HES data (experimental statistics)
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/accident-and-emergency-hospital-episode-statistics-hes/accident-and-emergency--patient-journey--further-analysis-of-the-published-2007-08-aande-hes-data-experimental-statistics
CABE (Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment)

Future health: sustainable places for health and well-being
This report explains how good design and planning can have a positive impact on public health, how health trusts can cut carbon and costs by co-locating services and how designers can influence people's well-being.
http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/future-health
Department for Children, Schools and Families
Children assessed to be in need by Children's Social Care Services, England, 6 months ending 31 March 2009

This release of experimental statistics provides new figures on the number of children assessed to be in need by children's social services.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000892/index.shtml
Statutory guidance on promoting the health and well-being of Looked After Children
This statutory guidance is issued to local authorities, primary care trusts and strategic health authorities. It sets out the responsibilities for the care of looked after children.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01071-2009&
The National Commissioning Framework: consultation document [Closing date: 5 February 2010]
This consultation seeks views on a framework that will set out the core systems for planning, commissioning, procuring and funding the education and training of 16 to 19-year-olds, young people up to age 25 where a learning difficulty assessment is in place, and young offenders in youth custody.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00933-2009&
Care Matters: Ministerial Stocktake Report 2009

This report sets out what DCSF has achieved for children in care through the Care Matters programme of reform and the plans for 2010.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01078-2009&
Care Matters: Ministerial Stocktake Report 2009 - Young Person's Version

This the young person's version of a report that sets out what DCSF has achieved for children in care through the Care Matters programme of reform and the plans for 2010.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01079-2009&
Ofsted: Children's messages to the minister

This is a report of children's contributions to the 2009 ministerial stocktake of care, by the Children's Rights Director for England.
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Care/Children-s-rights/Children-s-messages-to-the-Minister
Letter from Ed Balls to all children in care

This is a letter from Children's Secretary Ed Balls to all children in care in England. He sets out what the government is doing to improve the care provided to children.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/pnattach/20090218/1.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Radioactivity in Food and the Environment, 2008
This report combines the results of the radiological monitoring programmes of the Food Standards Agency, the Environment Agency, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency and the Environment and Heritage Services of Northern Ireland. It includes data for samples collected in 2008.
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/rife2008.pdf
Health Protection Agency

HIV in the United Kingdom: 2009 Report
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1259151891866?p=1249920575999
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

The development of social well-being in new extra care housing schemes

Extra care schemes help older people remain independent, but they also aim to provide social opportunities that prevent residents feeling isolated. This research examined how social well-being developed in 15 new-build housing schemes
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/well-being-extra-care-schemes
Response to the Green Paper consultation on Shaping the Future of Care Together

JRF submitted this response to questions within the Green Paper Shaping the future of care together that ask if Government can develop a care and support system fit for the 21st century

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/green-paper-response-future-care
Older people's vision for long term care

This study examined the experiences and aspirations of these older people and highlights their ambition to increasingly influence decisions about care, support and wider issues such as whether or not to move to a care home ; what helps to enhance their quality of life ; what is needed to promote their inclusion in care home, family and wider community life.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/older-people-vision-long-term-care
Housing and neighbourhoods monitor

The Housing and Neighbourhood Monitor (HNM) brings together key spatial statistics to provide a longitudinal and cross-country overview of contemporary changes to the UK's housing and neighbourhoods and an assessment of progress against key Government policy objectives.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/housing-neighbourhoods-monitor
NHS Evidence
Annual Evidence Update on CAM for Lower Back Pain (NHS Evidence - complementary and alternative medicine)

www.library.nhs.uk/cam 

This update aims to present a comprehensive collection of up-to-date information that has been subject to rigorous selection criteria. Searches have been carried out in a number of databases, covering the period from August 2008 to September 2009. This update includes a list of relevant guidelines, systematic reviews, meta-analyses and selected randomised controlled trials, along with commentaries from experts.

Annual Evidence Update on COPD (NHS Evidence - respiratory)

www.library.nhs.uk/respiratory 

Coinciding with World COPD day on 18 November, the evidence update will highlight the new evidence published within the last 12 months. An invited commentary discusses new developments in COPD. It is anticipated the Annual Evidence Update pages will be further updated in early 2010 when the National Strategy for COPD is published, along with further invited commentaries.

Annual Evidence Update on Lung Cancer (NHS Evidence - cancer)

www.library.nhs.uk/cancer 

This is the 5th Annual Evidence Update (AEU) on lung cancer and presents the results of the new evidence that has been published since the previous AEU in November 2008.  This year there are a number of interesting commentaries by members of the expert panel.  These include:

1. Causes, risks and prevention by John Field and colleagues, Roy Castle, Lung Cancer Research Programme.  This highlights socioeconomic factors, respiratory disease risk factors, genetic susceptibility risks and details about a recently developed lung cancer risk prediction modelling tool, currently being assessed in a primary care setting.

2. Biological agents in non-small cell lung cancer by Ekaterini Boleti and Michael Cullen. This commentary provides an overview of the emerging studies in this challenging treatment area and discusses the need for further trials to inform routine practice so that these patients benefit from optimal, cost-effective treatment.

3. Heparin and survival in cancer by Fergus Macbeth.  This review looks at the effect of heparin on patients with small cell lung and other types of cancer.

4. Second line chemotherapy for small cell lung cancer by Sarah Danson.  The importance of better treatments for relapsed small cell lung cancer is addressed in this commentary.

5. ERS/ESTS taskforce guidelines on fitness for radical surgery by Eric Lim and David Baldwin. New guidelines from Europe have been published on fitness for radical therapy and the authors look at the recommendations and highlight the complexities of the issues addressed.

Annual Evidence Update on Oral Cancer (NHS Evidence - oral health)

www.library.nhs.uk/oralhealth 

This is the third Annual Evidence Update (AEU) on the topic. It presents new guidance and systematic reviews that have been published since November 2008. Accompanying this update is a commentary from David Conway, Clinical Senior Lecturer at Glasgow University Dental School and Honorary Consultant in Dental Public Health at NHS National Services Scotland (NSS).   

NICE

Consultations
Hepatocellular carcinoma (advanced and metastatic) - sorafenib (first line): final appraisal determination [Closing date: 3 December 2009

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46311
Weight management following childbirth: consultation on the evidence [Closing date: 17 December 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46294
Crohn's disease - infliximab (review) and adalimumab: appraisal consultation [Closing date: 10 December 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46233
Chronic myeloid leukaemia - dasatinib and nilotinib: appraisal consultation document [Closing date: 7 December 2009]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46128
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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