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Key Points – 22nd August 2008
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department of Health
the week: issue 59, 15 - 21 August 2008

This bulletin is published every Thursday. It provides news, consultations and events for chief executives in the NHS and local authorities and their teams. It gives links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_087155
GP and Practice Team bulletin, August 2008, issue 76
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/index.htm
Five years on: delivering the diabetes national service framework

The Diabetes National Service Framework (NSF) set out the first ever set of national standards for the care of people with diabetes. This report highlights progress over the first five years of the NSF Delivery Strategy; marking the half-way point of the implementation period.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087123
18 weeks performance sharing and choose and book appointment slots {Letter]

Arrangements for 'performance sharing' for 18 weeks as set out in the Operating Framework for 2008/09 have been confirmed. This will alter the published performance of providers, and will be used in Health Care Commission performance assessments. Guidance on addressing insufficient appointment slots on Choose and Book has also been published.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087147
Guidance on the diagnosis and management of PVL-associated Staphylococcus aureus infections (PVL-SA) in England: report prepared by the PVL sub-group of the Steering Group on Healthcare Associated Infection

This guidance replaces the interim guidance drafted by the Health Protection Agency working group in 2006. It is based on expert opinion following review of the literature and experiences of colleagues in the UK, Europe, the USA and Canada. The guidance is intended to provide easily accessible advice on the recognition, investigation and management of PVL-Staphylococcus aureus cases.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087173
Interim report of the Expert Group on Commissioning NHS Infertility Provision: letter from the Public Health Minister Dawn Primarolo, to Chairs of Primary Care Trusts

The Expert Group was established at the beginning of 2008, with the aim of identifying the barriers to the implementation of the NICE fertility guideline and helping PCTs move towards the implementation of the guideline. The group is due to report in 2009, and has issued an interim report with recommendations, including that consideration be given to a clear clinical pathway and a national tariff for regulated fertility services.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087134
Valuing People Now: transfer of the responsibility for the commissioning of social care for adults with a learning disability from the NHS  to local government and transfer of the appropriate funding

This letter and annex set out the existing policy and legal framework for the transfer of learning disability social care funding and commissioning from the NHS to local authorities with effect from 1 April 2009. The annex provides guidance on what is covered, what PCTs and LAs need to do and the timescale for the transfer. The proposed transfer was set out in Valuing People Now.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087148
Consultation on direct payments regulations [Closing date: 11 November 2008]

Direct payments are crucial to achieving the Government's aim to increase independence, choice and control for service users and their carers through allowing them the opportunity to arrange their own personalised care. The Health and Social Care Act 2008 extends the availability of direct payments to those people who lack the capacity to consent to their receipt. In addition, the government is also reviewing the current exclusions to receiving direct payments for those people who are subject to various provisions of mental health legislation in light of the modernisation of mental health law brought about by the Mental Health Act 2007. The Government is now consulting on regulations relating to these two changes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_087108
LAC(DH)(2008)6: Supported capital expenditure (capital grant) for adult social care it infrastructure: financial years 2008/2009-2010/2011

This circular sets out how the capital grant for developing adult social care IT infrastructure is to be allocated from 2008/2009 and provides suggestions for use of the grant by councils.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/DH_087161
Call for expressions of interest in piloting the Common Assessment Framework for Adults - Phase 1

Letter to Directors of Adult Social Services and PCT Chief Executives calling for expressions of interest and applications for involvement in the Common Assessment Framework programme of demonstrator sites.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087164
NHS Next Stage Review : speech by Alan Johnson

This is a transcript of the oral statement to Parliament by Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson on 30 June 2008. He talks about the NHS next stage review and the first NHS constitution.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_087141
NHS Confederation Annual Conference: speech by Alan Johnson

This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson to the NHS Confederation Annual Conference in Manchester on 18 June 2008. He discusses the NHS next stage review.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_087142
Response to the consultation on regulations for Local Involvement Networks (LINks)

The draft regulations set out how LINks’ powers would work in practice and the consultation asked a number of specific questions. The publication summarises the consultation results and the Government's response to the views expressed.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_087041
Department of Health Audit Committee 2007-08 annual report to the Departmental Board

2007-08 annual report of the Audit Committee

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087139
The General Ophthalmic Services Contracts (Payments) Directions 2008

The Secretary of State for Health, having consulted bodies appearing to him to be representative of persons to whose remuneration they relate, gives the following Directions

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_087128
The General Optical Council (Constitution) Order 2008 - a paper for consultation [Closing date: 7 November 2008]

This draft sets out a proposed constitution for the General Optical Council. It provides details of the composition of the council, the terms of office for council members, and criteria for the disqualification, suspension or removal of members from office.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_087068
The General Osteopathic Council (Constitution) Order 2008 - a paper for consultation [Closing date: 7 November 2008]

This draft sets out a proposed constitution for the General Osteopathic Council. It provides details of the composition of the council, the terms of office for council members, and criteria for the disqualification, suspension or removal of members from office.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_087053
The Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme August 2008

The 2008 Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme is a non-contractual scheme, effective from the termination of the 2005 scheme on 31 August 2008 until 31 December 2008. This document outlines the regulation of the scheme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087021
Report on the lessons learned from the summer 2007 flooding experiences, from an Estates and Facilities perspective

During June/July 2007, unprecedented rainfall caused serious flooding and disruption to the social infrastructure, including health and social care services. Whilst most of England was affected, there were three main areas of the country where the most impact upon the health and social care services provision was felt: Gloucestershire, East Yorkshire (Hull) and South Yorkshire (Sheffield, Rotherham and Doncaster).

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087103
DH news releases 18-22 August 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 

£1m new funding for world's first end of life care research institute 
Care Services Minister Ivan Lewis has announced a £1millon grant to help build the world's first purpose-built institute for research into end of life care. 

  

NHS Referral To Treatment (RTT) times data - June 2008 
Main points – June 2008
  

Progress made in NHS Diabetes care 
Diabetes care in the NHS is improving and focussing more on prevention, according to a report published by the Department of Health
Statistics

18 Weeks Referral to Treatment statistics (admitted patients, non-admitted patients and incomplete RTT times), June 2008, and revised data for March 2008
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/rtt/
The Information Centre

Statistics on NHS Stop Smoking Services: England, April 2007 to March 2008 (Annual Report)

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/nhs-stop-smoking-services/statistics-on-nhs-stop-smoking-services:-england-april-2007-to-march-2008-annual-report
Data on written complaints in the NHS 2007/08 [NS]

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/audits-and-performance/complaints/data-on-written-complaints-in-the-nhs-2007-08-[ns]
Statistics on Drug Misuse: England, 2008 (full report)
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/drugmisuse08
NICE

Promoting physical activity for children: consultation on the draft guidance.  Closing date for comments 16 September 2008
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=41640
Management of long-term sickness absence and incapacity for work: consultation on the draft guidance.  Closing date for comments 17 September 2008
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=41672
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin    
&             Sue Graham

tel: 0191 4971460    
0191 5297209

 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Did you know that your local health library offers:
Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access

Current awareness service

Document delivery service

 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended for the individual to whom they are addressed.  

If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and delete the message from your system.  Please do not disclose its contents to any other person, to do so could be a breach of confidence

 

 

regards
Sue Graham
 

Librarian/Knowledge Manager
 

Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust
Pemberton House
Colima Avenue
Sunderland Enterprise Park
Sunderland
SR5 3XB
 

Tel: 0191 5297209
Email: sue.graham@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
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