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Key Points –  27th June 2008

Department of Health

the week: issue 51, 20 - 26 June 2008

This bulletin is published every Thursday. It provides news, consultations and events for chief executives in the NHS and local authorities and their teams. It gives links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_085754
Commissioning to make a bigger difference – a guide for NHS and social care commissioners on promoting service innovation

This publication looks at innovation in commissioning, with a special focus on world-class commissioning. It is designed to help health and social care commissioners fulfil their roles in stimulating innovative ideas in the areas of promotional, preventive and care interventions, along with innovative service and marketplace development overall.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085753
Putting People First - working to make it happen: adult social care workforce strategy - interim statement

This interim statement identifies the key issues for the workforce as set out in Putting People First and goes on to develop these into broader, strategic priorities for the workforce. It is intended to provide all stakeholders, whether public service or private and voluntary sector, with a high-level overview of strategy development prior to finalisation of the full Adult Social Care Workforce Strategy for launch in October this year.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085642
Improving health: changing behaviour - NHS health trainer handbook

This handbook introduces approaches and techniques that can help people decide whether, and what, they would like to change in their health behaviours, and how to do this. These techniques include goal setting, self-monitoring, creating action plans and building social support.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085779
Research on eliminating age discrimination in social services and mental health services

This report presents the findings of research on the costs and benefits of eliminating age discrimination in the provision of health and social care to inform decisions on whether to pursue legislation to outlaw such discrimination.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085763
Statement on contraception and teenage pregnancy

This statement sets out information on contraception and teenage pregnancy and the department's plans to meet public health targets in these areas.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthimprovement/Sexualhealth/DH_085686
PCT survey - provision of IVF in England 2007

This survey was carried out in autumn 2007.  
There is a 100% response rate (some PCTs have sent in joint responses). Only four PCTs were not funding IVF, due to temporary suspensions of service.The survey shows progress since a 2006 survey, which had a lower response rate (50%) and found that 14 PCTs were not funding IVF. The survey will be used as a basis for monitoring IVF provision.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085665
DH news release 21-27 June 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Health Minister welcomes FT milestone 
Health Minister Ben Bradshaw welcomed achieving the important milestone that the 100th Trust has achieved foundation status. 

Minister hails mental health service success 
Care Services Minister Ivan Lewis congratulated the NHS on major improvements in key mental health services today. 

  

60 years of NHS research 
More involvement and choice for patients
  

A profile of the nation's health 
Wake-up call on health inequalities 

  

What matters to staff in the NHS 
A seminal piece of research revealing what really matters to NHS staff has been published

Statistics
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 May 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085728
Commissioner based 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment statistics 

Provider based 18 Weeks Referral to Treatment statistics

http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/rtt/
Myocardial Ischaemia National Audit Project
How the NHS manages heart attacks
The Myocardial Ischaemia National Audit Project has published its seventh public report on the treatment of heart attack patients. 'How the NHS manages heart attack patients' presents data from all but one hospital and all ambulance services in England and Wales that provided care for patients with suspected heart attack from April 2007 to March 2008 in comparison with data from the previous year (2006/7). The report presents a continuing improvement in the percentage of patients receiving thrombolytic treatment within 60 minutes of a call for help and an increasing use of both prehospital thrombolysis and a primary angioplasty.

http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/clinical-standards/organisation/partnership/Documents/Minap%202008.pdf
Office for National Statistics

Differences in infant mortality by ethnic group
Figures published by the Office for National Statistics show that there are large differences in the infant mortality rates of ethnic groups in England and Wales. The new data reveal that, for babies born in 2005, infant mortality in both the Pakistani and Caribbean groups was twice that of the White British group.

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/imeth0608.pdf
NICE

Stent insertion for bleeding oesophageal varices
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11915
Surgical repair of vaginal wall prolapse using mesh
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11363
Transcatheter aortic valve implantation for aortic stenosis
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11914
TA144 Obesity - rimonabant: guidance
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=40976
TA145 Head and neck cancer - cetuximab: guidance

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=40996
TA146 Psoriasis - adalimumab: NICE guidance
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=41002
TA147 Breast cancer (advanced and metastatic) - bevacizumab: advice

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=40991
TA148 Lung cancer (non-small-cell) - bevicizumab: advice
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=40992
TA149 Glioma (recurrent) - carmustine implants: advice

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=40993
TA150 Colorectal cancer (metastatic) - cetuximab: advice
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=download&o=40995
Looked after children: consultation on the draft scope
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=41017
The Healthcare Commission

Corporate Plan

This corporate plan outlines the activities that the Healthcare Commission plans to undertake in 2008-09.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/_db/_documents/Corporate_plan_2008_2009_final_proof.pdf
The Healthcare Commission has published statistics on heart surgery survival rates. The website gives information on over 35,000 heart operations performed between April 2006 and March 2007. The site shows survival rates from the 37 units for all heart surgery during this period. Figures for the two most common types of heart surgery - heart bypass and aortic valve replacement - are displayed. Surgeons at 30 units have also voluntarily made available the particular survival rates of their patients. The figures show that survival rates have remained consistently high, with no significant change from the previous year.

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk//newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=6484&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Association of Public Health Observatories
Health profiles
Health profiles for every local authority and region across England have been published by the Department of Health and the Association of Public Health Observatories. The profiles use key health indicators to capture a picture of the nation's health down to local level, providing areas across England with valuable information to improve their population's health. 

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=P_HEALTH_PROFILES
NHS Networks

News

http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php
Commission for Rural Communities

'Our NHS, Our Future: a rural response' - Our evidence to Lord Darzi's NHS Review
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/events/ournhsourfuturearuralresponseourevidencetolorddarzisnhsreview
Deprivation in Rural Areas: Quantitive analysis and socio-economic classification - Full report – This is a large document and may take some time to open
This report presents findings from research to help fill gaps in the evidence base on rural deprivation. It estimates the overall rural share of deprivation at output area, regional and national levels and identifies very small area deprivation hotspots.
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/publications/deprivationinruralareasquantitiveanalysisandsocioeconomicclassificationfullreport
Diabetes UK
More than 3,000 hospital admissions for children with diabetes

Children and young people under 18 accounted for over a quarter of the 12,326 emergency admissions for DKA, during the 12-month period from April 2006 to March 2007.

http://www.diabetes.org.uk/About_us/News_Landing_Page/More-than-3000-hospital-admissions-for-children-with-diabetes/
Health and Safety Executive

The latest national statistics on mesothelioma produced by the Health & Safety Executive have been released.
Statistics on mesothelioma mortality in Great Britain includes data by local and unitary authorities for the period 1981 – 2005 and by occupation for the period 2002 - 2005. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/mesothelioma.htm
World Health Organisation

New checklist to help make surgery safer

The World Health Organisation has launched a new safety checklist for surgical teams to use in operating theatres as part of a drive to make surgery safer around the world. About 234 million major surgical procedures are conducted per year and a significant percentage of them result in complications and deaths that can be prevented.

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2008/pr20/en/index.html
Information Centre

New information collections to assess quality of life for older people and learning disabled

The NHS Information Centre is to collect new information on achieving independence and learning disability for the first time.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2281
NHS staff earnings estimates published
The NHS Information Centre has published its latest estimates of NHS staff earnings. The estimates are based on staff earnings between January and March 2008 and are compared with estimates from the same period in 2007.
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-media/press-releases/june-2008/nhs-staff-earnings-estimates-published
Health Protection Agency

HPA gives the green light to multi-million pound investment in North East laboratory services
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1214464643647?p=1204186170287
Department for Children Schools and Families

The government has outlined new ways to lift children out of poverty and increase social mobility. 
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2008_0124
Health News
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin    
 &  
  Sue Graham

 

tel: 0191 4971460    
 0191 5297209

 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

 

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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