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Department of Health
the week: issue 60, 22 - 28 August 2008

This bulletin is published every Thursday. It provides news, consultations and events for chief executives in the NHS and local authorities and their teams. It gives links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_087342
The Quarter: quarter 1, 2008-2009

This quarterly report on NHS finance and service performance shows that the NHS started the year in a sound financial position and is on course to achieve its main priorities of improving access and reducing healthcare-associated infections as set out in the operating framework.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_087333
Communications summary: July 2008

The summary lists all publications and communications from the Department of Health for the month of July 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/CommunicationsSummary/DH_086773
 

Ambulance guidelines: reducing infection through effective practice in the pre-hospital environment
In the pre-hospital environment, there are three key high-risk areas for the transfer of infection:
Direct transfer through the hands of clinical practitioners, Invasive devices and the emergency environment

This document explains how the risk of infection can be reduced by adhering to best practice in:
Hand hygiene, the use of personal protective equipment, aseptic technique, and working in the pre-hospital environment
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087430
 
Going Further Faster II: Applying the learning to reduce HCAI and improve cleanliness
This guide is a summary of the key interventions that will enable organisations to prioritise efforts and maximise impact. It reflects the accumulated learning, evidence and good practice on the critical actions that NHS trusts can take. The guide aims to help everyone move faster and in a sustainable way towards the goal of zero tolerance toward infection and delivering a clean NHS.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087431
 
Mental Capacity Act 2005: Deprivation of liberty safeguards - Code of Practice to supplement the main Mental Capacity Act 2005 Code of Practice

The deprivation of liberty safeguards have been introduced into the Mental Capacity Act 2005 by the Mental Health Act 2007. It is planned that the safeguards will come into force in April 2009. The deprivation of liberty safeguards Code of Practice was laid in draft before Parliament by the Lord Chancellor on 13 June 2008, in accordance with sections 42 and 43 of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. The Code was subject to the negative Parliamentary process, and successfully completed its 40 day laying period on 22 July.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085476
Pharmacy in England: Building on strengths – delivering the future – proposals for legislative change

The Pharmacy white paper was published on 3 April 2008. This consultation document fulfils the commitment to publish fuller information on a number of proposals for structural change and consult on them. The document discusses a number of changes and levers which the Department believes are needed in both the medium and longer-term to transform delivery and to align pharmaceutical services within the wider reform programme.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_087324
Independent evaluation report of Improving health, supporting justice: a consultation document

This is an independent evaluation of the inter-governmental consultation document, Improving Health, Supporting Justice, which focuses upon the health and social care services for those individuals who have offended or are at risk of offending. This report will form part of the evidence set for the developing national Offender Health and Social Care Strategy, that is likely to be published in spring 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_087277
DH news releases 23-29 August 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 

Practice Based Commissioning GP practice survey 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=377730&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 July 2008 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=377732&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

North West Strategic Health Authority to lead improvements in allergy services 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=377724&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

NHS starts year in strong position 
The NHS is making good progress against key priorities and continues to show strong financial management, predicting a surplus of £1.75 billion for 2008/09, the Department of Health has announced.
 
Latest statistics on waiting times, cancelled operations and practice-based commissioning

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/DH_077094
 
NHS cancer waiting times figures, April to June 2008 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=377728&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
 

 

The Information Centre

 
NHS Vacancies Survey 2008

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/workforce/nhs-and-gp-vacancies/nhs-vacancies-survey-2008
 
Rise in NHS dental tooth extractions and dentures, but fall in fillings and crowns

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-media/press-releases/august-2008/rise-in-nhs-dental-tooth-extractions-and-dentures-but-fall-in-fillings-and-crowns 

 
NICE

 
CG71 Familial hypercholesterolaemia

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12048
 
TA153 Hepatitis B - entecavir 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12046
 
TA154 Hepatitis B - telbivudine 
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12052
 
TA155Macular degeneration (age-related) - ranibizumab and pegaptanib

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12057
 
TA156Pregnancy (rhesus negative women) - routine anti-D (review)

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12047
 
IPG272 Implantation of miniature lens systems for advanced age-related macular degeneration

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11921
 
IPG271 Total wrist replacement

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11237
 
(PSG002) Technical patient safety solutions for ventilator-associated pneumonia in adults

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=12053
 
The Audit Commission
 
PbR Data Assurance Framework 2007/08
This report contains the summary analysis from the Payment by Results (PbR) clinical coding audit programme undertaken at all acute NHS trusts in England in 2007/08. The auditing of in excess of 50,000 episodes, equating to approximately GBP73 million of expenditure under PbR, provides the first comprehensive national picture of the quality of data which underpins not only financial but clinical and commissioning information. 
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=CD8608E5-A7D9-4a5a-B0F3-C161B76DE630&fromPRESS=NATIONAL-REPORT
 
 
Office for National Statistics
 
Clostridium difficile - deaths
The Office for National Statistics has published statistics for the number of death certificates in England and Wales mentioning Clostridium difficile. The statistics show that infection increased each year between 1999 and 2007.
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=1735
 
 
World Health Organisation
 
Closing the gap in a generation: Health equity through action on the social determinants of health
Commission on Social Determinants of Health - Final Report

Social justice is a matter of life and death. It affects the way people live, their consequent chance of illness, and their risk of premature death. We watch in wonder as life expectancy and good health continue to increase in parts of the world and in alarm as they fail to improve in others. 

http://www.who.int/social_determinants/final_report/en/index.html
 
 
Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform
 

Consultation on Implementing the Recommendations of Imelda Walsh's Independent Review: Amending and extending the right to request flexible working to parents of older children
This consultation seeks views on how the Government should implement recommendations on extending flexible working rights to parents of children up to the age of 16. 

http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47434.pdf
 
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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regards
Sue Graham
 

Librarian/Knowledge Manager
 

Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust
Pemberton House
Colima Avenue
Sunderland Enterprise Park
Sunderland
SR5 3XB
 

Tel: 0191 5297209
Email: sue.graham@sotw.nhs.uk
 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
 

Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service

 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended for the individual to whom they are addressed.  
If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and delete the message from your system.  Please do not disclose its contents to any other person, to do so could be a breach of confidence
 

