
Key Points – 30th October 2009
Department of Health

the month: issue 26, October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_107776
the week: issue 119, 23 - 29 October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_107697
Chief Nursing Office bulletin, issue 82, October 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_107573.pdf
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 187, 26 October 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-26Oct09.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Local authority social care pandemic flu self-assessment survey [Letter]

This is a letter inviting local authorities to participate in a social care self-assessment survey.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107490
Health and social care workers and pandemic influenza: information for staff who are pregnant or in other at-risk groups

Some individuals are at increased risk of severe or complicated illness if they suffer from influenza. This guidance gives advice on protecting healthcare employees who are pregnant or in one of the other at risk groups identified for swine flu.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107646
Stock Management System training manuals

The stock management system provides Department of Health and NHS users with an effective tool to manage the distribution of antivirals to primary care trusts and collection points in the event of a pandemic. These training manuals provide guidance to users of the stock management system.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107584
H1N1 Swine Flu Vaccination Programme: Information materials and vaccine schedule information [Letter]
This letter introduces the information materials for the H1N1 swine flu vaccination programme that are now published on the Department of Health website.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107665
Clinical professionals brief on swine flu vaccination

This brief provides information for clinicians about swine flu vaccination from NHS Medical Director Professor Sir Bruce Keogh.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107650
Max4Health hand hygiene evaluation report

This report sets out the results of an evaluation of the Max4Health hand hygiene campaign undertaken at Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust over a nine week period between February and April 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107764
General Pharmaceutical Council (Constitution) Order 2009: a paper for consultation [Closing date: 25 November 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a proposed constitution for the General Pharmaceutical Council, the terms of office of council members and criteria for the disqualification, suspension or removal of members from office.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_107537
2009 Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme - additional 1.9 percent price reduction [Letter]

This is a letter from Head of Pricing, Supply and Prescriptions Luisa Stewart highlighting that in line with the Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme 2009 a further 1.9 per cent price reduction is due to come into effect from 1 January 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107552
Response to consultation on the framework for the registration of health and adult social care providers and consultation on draft Regulations

This document provides the response to the consultation on draft Regulations launched in the Response to consultation on the framework for the registration of health and adult social care providers and consultation on draft Regulations. The draft Regulations set out who will need to register with the new Commission (scope of registration) and what they will need to do to register and remain registered (registration requirements).
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_107628
Charging for residential care: the property disregard and partners under 60 [Letter]

This letter seeks views on a proposal to amend the 1992 regulations to reflect the long-standing policy and practice of disregarding property where a partner aged under 60 continues to reside in the family home.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107575
Use of resources in adult social care: a guide for local authorities

This guide aims to stimulate discussion and debate for local authorities on how to commission and shape services by making best use of resources.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107596
Equality impact assessment: summary tool and guidance for policy makers
Equality impact assessment is the process by which the Department of Health seeks to meet its legal requirements in conjunction with the Single Equality Scheme and to narrow the health inequalities that exist in England between people from different ethnic backgrounds, people with disabilities, men and women (including transgendered people), people with different sexual orientations, people in different age groups, people with different religions or beliefs and people from differing social and economic groups. This document gives more information.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090396
Childhood Obesity National Support Team – new website section

The Childhood Obesity National Support Team offers support to local partnerships in achieving the Government’s key deliverables for childhood obesity. This page gives more information.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthimprovement/NationalSupportTeams/Childhoodobesity/index.htm
Healthy Child Programme: pregnancy and the first five years of life

The Healthy Child Programme for the early life stages focuses on a universal preventative service, providing families with a programme of screening, immunisation, health and development reviews, supplemented by advice on health, well-being and parenting. This document gives guidance on pregnancy and the first five years.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107563
Healthy Child Programme from 5 to 19 years old

This guidance sets out the recommended framework of universal and progressive services for children and young people to promote optimal health and well-being. It outlines suggested roles and responsibilities for commissioners, health, education, local authority and other partners to encourage the development of high-quality services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107566
Healthy Child Programme: the two year review

The two-year review aims to optimise child development and emotional well-being and to reduce inequalities. It provides practitioners, particularly health visitors, with information and tools to use with parents.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107565
The Pregnancy Book 2009

This book has been revised and will be given free to expectant mothers and parents in England. It is a trusted authority on all aspects of maternity, providing in-depth support, useful contact information and advice on rights and benefits.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107302
Birth to Five (2009 edition)

This book has been revised and will be given free to parents in England. It is a trusted authority on all aspects of early years, providing in-depth support, useful contact information and advice on rights and benefits.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107303
Delivering Same-Sex Accommodation (DSSA): principles

This document sets outprinciples to ensure each organisation delivers the highest standards of privacy and dignity within all areas of a hospital.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107611
A Resource for Developing Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs)

This guide highlights the minimum elements essential for providing high-quality referral centres for victims of sexual violence and sexual abuse, including forensic medical examination.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107570
Developing specialties in medicine: protocol for handling applications for new CCT specialties, new sub-specialties and for decommissioning specialties which are no longer needed

This document gives information on training certificates for new and older medical specialties.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107622
News releases 24-30 October 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 30 September 2009 
New Regulations for Health and Adult Social Care Providers 
The requirements which health and adult social care providers must meet in order to operate under the new registration system, have been published by the Department of Health. 

Popular Pregnancy and Parent Guides Updated 
New advice on storing breast milk and the best medicines to take during pregnancy are some of the updates the Department of Health has made to its popular Pregnancy and Birth to Five books being relaunched.

New One-Stop-Shop for Healthcare Facilities 
A new single technical guidance website for providers of healthcare facilities was announced today by the Department of Health and the three UK health organisations – Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety for Northern Ireland, Health Facilities Scotland, and Welsh Health Estates.

Percy The Smokefree Penguin Visits Salford 
Percy the Smokefree Penguin visited Salford to encourage smokers to quit after it was revealed that nine people in the city are killed every week by smoking.

Percy The Smokefree Penguin Visits Oldham 
Percy the Smokefree Penguin has teamed up with local health workers in Oldham to encourage people to quit smoking.

Percy The Smokefree Penguin Meets Stockport County Mascots Animo And Fide 
Stockport County FC mascots Animo and Fide today signed up to a major Smokefree Northwest campaign after it was revealed that nine people in the town are killed every week by smoking.

Direct payments set to put more people in control of healthcare 
New Consultation on Personal Health Budgets Launched. Direct payments for healthcare moved a step closer today with a new consultation launched by Care Services Minister Phil Hope.

Seasonal Flu By Numbers 

As the clocks go back to herald the start of the new season, the winter months bring with them darker days, blustery spells, and ever-lasting cold snaps – enough to consign even the most robust of individuals to their beds with those all too familiar cold and flu symptoms.

Statistics
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 30 September 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/index.htm
Information Centre

National Bowel Cancer Audit Executive Summary 2009

National Bowel Cancer Audit Full Report 2009

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-audit-support-programme-ncasp/audit-reports/bowel-cancer
Hospital Prescribing, 2008: England

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/prescriptions/hospital-prescribing-2008:-england
The Quality and Outcomes Framework Exception Reporting 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/audits-and-performance/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework/the-quality-and-outcomes-framework-exception-reporting-2008-09
Hospital Episode Statistics HES (admitted patient care) England 2008/09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/hospital-activity-hospital-episode-statistics--hes/hospital-episode-statistics-hes-admitted-patient-care-england-2008-09
NHS Maternity Statistics, 2008-09

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/hospital-care/maternity/nhs-maternity-statistics-2008-09
APHO
Cochrane Library: Routine pre-pregnancy health promotion for improving pregnancy outcomes [Intervention Review]

Background: A number of potentially modifiable risk factors are known to be associated with poor pregnancy outcomes. These include smoking, drinking excess alcohol, and poor nutrition. Routine health promotion (encompassing education, advice and general health assessment) in the pre-pregnancy period has been proposed for improving pregnancy outcomes by encouraging behavioural change, or allowing early identification of risk factors. While results from observational studies have been encouraging, this review examines evidence from randomised controlled trials of preconception health promotion.

http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/CD007536/frame.html
CYPN: Young people deliver verdict on sexual health advice

More than half of young people who have used sexual health information providers said that they wouldn't use them again.

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Health/login/949414/
SCIE: New approach to case reviews [video]

http://www.scie.org.uk/socialcaretv/video-player.asp?guid=81045a9f-dad8-4f0a-b3a9-7cbbf55a66fb
FSID: new discussion group for families who have suffered the sudden and unexpected death of a baby
http://fsid.org.uk/Page.aspx?pid=664
Audit Commission

New scales of audit and inspection fees

The Audit Commission is cutting audit fee scales for health organisations and probation boards and trusts in 2010-11. Inspection fee scales for local authorities will be kept at 2009-10 levels. These documents give more information.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/Pages/91030newscalesofaudit.aspx
Children's trusts: a briefing paper on improving financial management 

This report provides practical guidance on improving financial management in children's trusts. The document supports the national report 'Are we there yet?', presenting the findings of research into the progress local councils and their partners are making in developing children's trusts.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/localgov/arewethereyet/Pages/childrenstrusts.aspx
Communities and Local Government
Citizenship Survey: April - June 2009, England

These statistics include data covering a range of issues including community cohesion, empowerment, values, racial and religious prejudice and discrimination, volunteering and charitable giving.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/citizenshipsurveyq1200910
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Swine flu announcement from the Secretary of State

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/content.cfm?landing=swine_flu_announcement_from_the_secretary_of_state&type=1
Department for Culture, Media and Sport
Free Swimming Programme basic throughput data: July to September 2009

This statistical bulletin contains information on the number of free swims recorded by all 259 local authorities participating in the free swimming programme.
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6390.aspx
Taking Part: The National Survey of Culture, Leisure and Sport: Headline findings from the 2008/09 Taking Part child survey

This report looks at the number of culture, leisure and sport sectors in which children participate and the levels of participation within each sector. It then presents further detail and selected findings from the cultural and sporting sectors. It also looks at variations across a number of population sub groups.
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6409.aspx
Department for Transport
Cycle to Work Scheme - Implementation guidance

These guidelines clarify how organisations can take advantage of the exemption to implement a cycle to work scheme that encourages employees to cycle to work and allows employers to reap the benefits of a healthier workforce.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/cycling/cycletoworkguidance/
Cycle to Work Guarantee

This page gives information about the Cycle to Work Guarantee, which is an employers' pledge to implement a series of simple, low-cost measures to make cycling to work easier for those who wish to do so, thereby encouraging as many people as possible to cycle to work.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/cycling/cycletowork/
What the Department for Transport is doing to encourage cycling

Cycling has a major role in any sustainable transport strategy as it helps tackle congestion and local pollution and benefits health. This page gives more information.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/cycling/encourage/
Department for Work and Pensions

The impact of Pathways to Work on work, earnings and self-reported health in the April 2006 expansion areas

This report assesses the impact of the Pathways to Work programme on work, earnings and self-reported health outcomes in the April 2006 expansion areas. The analysis is based on surveys of incapacity benefits customers.
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_601.asp
Economic and Social Research Council
Society now, issue 5, Autumn 2009

This page links to the latest issue of Society Now, which brings the latest and most topical social science research to key opinion formers in business, government and the voluntary sector.
http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/about/CI/CP/societynow/issue5/index.aspx
Equality and Human Rights Commission
Using your revised disability equality scheme to improve the lives of disabled people

The Equality and Human Rights Commission expects public authorities to fulfil their legal obligations under the Disability Equality Duty to deliver real improvements to the lives of disabled people. This gives more information.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/PSD/using_your_revised_des_new.doc
Cohesion and equality: guidance for funders

The purpose of this guidance is to help public bodies, especially those providing funding at a local level, to discharge their equality duties.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/PSD/cohesion_and_equality_-_guidance_for_funders.pdf
Food Standards Agency

Food Standards Agency is added ingredient for Family Supercooks
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/oct/supercooks
More Hershey's cookies withdrawn
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2009/oct/peanut
Health Protection Agency

Weekly pandemic flu media update – 29 October 2009
http://www.hpa.org.uk/HPA/NewsCentre/
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Children, young people and alcohol: how they learn and how to prevent excessive use
Two linked research reviews examine how young people acquire their knowledge, attitudes, expectations and intentions about alcohol, and what interventions work best to prevent excessive use of alcohol

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/young-people-alcohol-excessive-prevention
Work and worklessness in deprived neighbourhoods

This study contrasts policy assumptions about work and worklessness with the personal experiences of residents living in deprived neighbourhoods.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/work-worklessness-deprived-neighbourhoods
Training care home staff to use Talking Mats® with people who have dementia

It can be difficult for carers and people with dementia to communicate.In recognition of this, JRF funded the development and delivery of a project in 2008/2009 that would train care home staff across the UK to use Talking Mats. This system, complete with a textured mat and visual symbols, helps people with communications difficulties to interact.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/training-staff-talking-mats
NHS Evidence
Annual Evidence Update on Psoriasis (NHS Evidence - skin disorders)

www.library.nhs.uk/skin 

NHS Evidence - skin disorders is publishing its third Annual Evidence Update on Psoriasis on 2nd November 2009, with the results of a search for new guidance and systematic reviews published since the 2008 Annual Evidence Update. Our usual “what’s new” analysis, discussing the new evidence and its implications for clinical practice, will be written by Professor Chris Griffiths and his team from Manchester University.

Annual Evidence Update on Psoriatic Arthritis (NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal)

www.library.nhs.uk/musculoskeletal 

NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal, after conducting a literature search of PubMed, AMED, BNI, CINAHL, EMBASE, MEDLINE and PsychINFO  using the SIGN filter and PubMed systematic review filter with limits of Human and English Language, retrieved 66 records for the year 2008 - 2009.  After filtering these records, only 15 were deemed to be systematic reviews.  These were forwarded to the Clinical Lead, Dr Ray Armstrong, and Dr Philip Helliwell who found that many of the reviews were not particularly focused on psoriatic arthritis and that after examination, the material was felt to be insufficiently important to warrant an evidence update at present. Therefore, it was decided that NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal would not produce an Annual Evidence Update for 2009, but that the literature would be again reviewed in 2010.

NICE

Guidance

CG90 Depression: the treatment and management of depression in adults (update)

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG90
CG91 the treatment and management of depression in adults with a chronic physical health problem
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG91
TA182 Prasugrel for the treatment of acute coronary syndromes with percutaneous coronary intervention
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA182
TA183 Topotecan for the treatment of recurrent carcinoma of the cervix
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA183
Consultations
Colorectal cancer in patients with ulcerative colitis, Crohn's disease and polyps: draft scope consultation [Closing date: 25 November 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45961
Evaluation: What do you think about the NICE website? [Closing date: 15 November 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/nicewebsitedevelopment/evaluation/evaluation.jsp
Strategies to prevent unintentional injuries among under 15s: consultation on the evidence [Colsing date: 23 November 2009]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45872
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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