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Key Points – 5th September 2008
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Department of Health
the week: issue 61, 29 August - 4 September 2008

This bulletin is published every Thursday. It provides news, consultations and events for chief executives in the NHS and local authorities and their teams. It gives links to more information and resources, highlighting areas for action.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_087530
the month: issue 12, August 2008

This is an agenda-setting monthly update of key messages from NHS Chief Executive David Nicholson and the NHS leadership team to share with staff, teams and organisations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_087341
Medical Directors' bulletin, issue 84, August 2008

This e-bulletin for medical directors aims to provide a practical summary of NHS developments with access points for further information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Medicaldirectorsbulletin/Browsable/DH_087044
GP and Practice Team Bulletin, August 2008, issue 76
This bulletin is a monthly information update providing resources on health policy and practice for GPs and the primary care audience, including practice managers and nurses.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_086697
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, issue 42, September 2008

A monthly e-bulletin for internal and external stakeholder groups designed to provide them with regular updates on activities supporting the delivery of the Be Healthy outcome for children, young people and families through the Every Child Matters: Change for Children agenda.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
NHS Workforce Bulletin, issue 128, 1 September 2008

This bulletin is a weekly update on HR and workforce issues in the NHS.

http://www.nhsemployers.org/files/workforce_bulletin.html
Listening and responding to communities: a brief guide to Local Involvement Networks

A Local Involvement Network (LINk) should be up and running in every area of England  by the end of 2008. This guide has been published to help health and social care managers understand LINks. The guide also explains how LINks can help services respond to local needs.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087758
The Primary Medical Services (Directed Enhanced Services) (England) Directions 2008

The Directions to PCTs which give the legal basis for implementing the Directed Enhanced Service for GP practices to extend their opening hours are now in force.  These need to be read in conjunction with the Directions (No. 4) amending the SFE.   Accompanying guidance is also available.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsLegislation/DH_087552
NHS Next Stage Review: Our vision for primary and community care – newsletter September 2008

The newsletter published in September 2008 is the first in what is hoped to be a series of newsletters. It sets out next steps on some of the key policies and programmes underpinning the vision for primary and community care including world class commissioning, reducing health inequalities and more control for people with long term conditions.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087551
Pandemic influenza: Surge capacity and prioritisation in health services (draft for comment)

This document is designed to give guidance on managing the surge capacity needed to respond to an increased volume of patients during an influenza pandemic

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087733
Pandemic influenza: guidance for dental practices

This guidance provides a brief overview of pandemic flu, how it is transmitted and the recommendations for containing its transmission with reference to a dental setting. Full guidance is available via the pandemic flu section on the  Department of Health’s website.

This includes the National Framework for responding to an influenza pandemic and supporting guidance documents.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087736
Pandemic influenza: Guidance on the delivery of and contract arrangements for primary care dentistry

The guidance provides specific advice to the NHS on the delivery and contract arrangements for primary care dentistry in the event of a Pandemic. It supplements and should be read with other guidance on Pandemic Flu available on the DH website

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087745
Change4Life – eat well, move more, live longer

This is the main page for the Change4Life campaign, which aims to improve children’s diets and levels of activity to reduce the threat to their future health and happiness.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Currentcampaigns/Change4Life/index.htm
Payment by results for Kidney Dialysis Project Group: interim report, June 2008

This interim report has been produced by the renal PbR project group which has been working on the development of tariffs for renal dialysis. Guidance has been developed to inform the 2008/09 reference cost exercise and the aim is to develop a mandatory tariff for dialysis for 2010/11.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087652
MMC 2009 – Specialty Training Plans

Letter highlighting specialty training plans in the 2009 Modern Medical Careers recruitment rounds.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_087640
NHS Design Champions Event June 2008

These are presentations from an event for NHS design champions that was held on 26 June 2008 at Barts and the London NHS Trust.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087368
Care, support, independence: stakeholder events toolkit

This toolkit will help organisations lead discussions with colleagues and other people in their networks so that their opinions can inform the debate about the long-term future of England’s care and support system.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_087472
Review of ordinary residence guidance

The Department of Health is inviting comments and views ahead of a formal consultation on revision of this document, in relation to the identification of 'ordinary residence' for personal social services and residential accommodation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/Deliveringadultsocialcare/Ordinaryresidence/index.htm
Speech by the Alan Johnson, 23 July 2008: Obesity

This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson at the The Fabian Society on 23 July 2008. He talks about obesity and the role of the NHS in curbing obesity.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_087420
DH news releases 1-5 September 2008

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
 

National Patient Choice Survey latest results 
The following statistics were released today by the Department of Health: Report on the National Patient Choice Survey, March 2008, England, and provisional headline results of the May 2008 survey 

Statistics

Report of the National Patient Choice Survey, England - March 2008, and provisional headlines for May 2008

This report gives the final results of around 109,000 responses to the twelfth national patient choice survey, commissioned to assess the implementation of choice at primary care trust level.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_087437
Practice based commissioning GP practice survey

This survey summarises feedback from medical practices on their perception of the support offered by their primary care trusts and on their clinical and financial engagement with practice based commissioning.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_087289
Critical care beds census statistics

This page links to semi-annual census statistics on open and staffed adult critical care beds by location and level of care for NHS trusts in England.
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/hospitalactivity/data_requests/critical_care_beds.htm
The Information Centre

Annual Performance Assessment of council social services for children and young people 2008: Indicators for expenditure, England

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/childrens-social-care/annual-performance-assessment-of-council-social-services-for-children-and-young-people-2008:-indicators-for-expenditure-england
APHO
Chronic kidney disease prevalence estimates

CKD stage 3-5 prevalence estimates for Local Authority and Primary Care Trust areas

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=54378
APHO technical briefing 4: Target setting in a multi-agency environment

The fourth is the series of APHO Technical Briefings looks at key issues to consider when setting targets in a multi-agency environment, including the choice and ise of appropriate methodologies, indicators and statistics, and consideration of the wider political and ethical context.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=54328
JSNA - the APHO resource pack

Commissioned by DH, APHO has produced a five-part Resource Pack to address the data and information needs of Joint Strategic Needs Assessment
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=53885
Cancer e-Atlas interactive web tools

The new website is an interactive tool to improve public access to basic cancer statistics on the incidence of, and mortality / survival from the main types of cancers in men and women at Local Authority and Cancer Network level across England.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=53616
Primary Care Contracting

Dental Commissioning: Managing fraud - Point of Treatment checks (PoT)

PoT checks act as an important deterrent to patient fraud and have contributed to significant reductions in dental patient fraud. The checks are carried out to ensure patients who pay no fees or a reduced fee, are eligible. NHS Counter Fraud has produced a leaflet for patients, a guide for the dental team and a countertop guide for the dental team.

http://www.primarycarecontracting.nhs.uk/360
10 Downing Street

Health webchat with Ann Keen

This is a transcript of the webchat by Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Health Services Ann Keen on 27 August 2008. She answers a wide range of questions on health issues.
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page16688
Communities and Local Government

Lifting the Burdens task force review of health and social care burdens

This is the final report of a review led by Chief Executive of London Borough of Camden Moira Gibb. It focuses on burdens that are a direct result of the relationship between local government and the Department of Health and the Commission for Social Care Inspection.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/liftingburdens/publications/finalreports/healthsocialcareburdens/
Home Office
Drugs e-bulletin, August 2008

http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-events/newsletter/home-office-drugs-e-bulletins/drugs-e-bulletin-august-2008
DIP e-bulletin, August 2008
http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-events/newsletter/dip-ebulletins/e-bulletin-august-2008?view=Standard
Equality and Human Rights Commission

Sex and Power 2008

This report presents findings from a survey on women in positions of power and influence.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/projects/workingbetter/sexandpower/pages/variationsitedefault.aspx
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Engaging and empowering women in poverty (Findings)
This report examines participatory research conducted with women in poverty living in Birmingham, Cardiff and London. The project aimed to build their political capacity so that they could take their collective knowledge and experience, present it as policy proposals to policy-makers and actively help to produce policy change.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/2219.asp
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
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