
Key Points – 9th April 2010
Department of Health

the month: issue 31, March 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/DH_114799
the week: issue 139, 26 March - 1 April 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_115067
Allied Health  Professionals Bulletin special edition, April 2010: Leadership Challenge 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Alliedhealthprofessionalsbulletin/DH_114928
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, edition 61, April 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_114997.pdf
Chief Scientific Officer bulletin, Issue 6 - March 2010 - Conference Special

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefscientificofficerbulletin/DH_115050
Social Care Bulletin, White Paper special issue, 31 March 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Socialcarebulletin/DH_115043
National Cancer Programme bulletin, Issue 6, March 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/NationalCancerProgrammebulletin/DH_115305
NHS Design Champions newsletter, issue 1, March 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/NHSDesignChampions/DH_113761
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 209, 6 April 2010

http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_209_060410.HTML
Consultation on The Health and Social Care Act 2008: Code of Practice for healthcare, including primary care, and adult social care on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance [Closing date: 24 June 2010]

This consultation seeks views on a code of practice and supporting guidance that will help providers of healthcare, including primary care, and adult social care to plan and implement how they prevent and control healthcare-associated infections. It sets out criteria that the Care Quality Commission will use to assess compliance with the registration requirement.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_114736
Manual for Cancer Services 2009: Network Partnership Group measures – Consultation [Closing date: 17 June 2010]

This consultation seeks views on a draft version of the network partnership group measures and a supporting document.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_114577
Consultation on: The Health and Social Care Act 2008 Code of Practice for healthcare, including primary care, and adult social care on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance [Letter]

This letter introduces a consultation on a code of practice and supporting guidance that will help providers of healthcare, including primary care, and adult social care to plan and implement how they prevent and control healthcare-associated infections.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114780
General Election - 2010 Guidance [Letter]

This letter provides NHS Chief Executives with information on handling the General Election period. It includes an updated guidance note for NHS organisations and advice on where to direct further queries.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115287
General Election - 2010 Guidance [Letter]

This letter provides ALB Chief Executives with information on handling the General Election period and includes advice on where to direct further queries.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115288
Pandemic H1N1: stand down of the antiviral distribution arrangements [Letter]

This letter provides an update on the stand down of the arrangements for the distribution of antiviral medicines as part of the response to the swine flu pandemic.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114769
H1N1 (2009) swine influenza: update and further actions on social care resilience

This is a valedictory letter and overview of swine flu from National Director for Social Care Flu Resilience Roy Taylor.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115048
Pandemic H1N1 (2009): update and resilience actions for NHS Boards

This letter from National Director of NHS Flu Resilience Ian Dalton to all NHS chief executives and strategic health authority flu lead directors provides them with an update on swine flu and sets out resilience actions for NHS boards to take.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115038
MRSA screening - operational guidance 3 [Letter]

This guidance is aimed primarily at chief executives and directors of performance. It will be of interest to finance directors, directors of nursing and medicine, directors of infection prevention and control and their teams, medical microbiologists, laboratory managers, bed managers and those running pre-admission clinics and admission units.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114961
Doctors' and Dentists' Review Body (DDRB) recommendations for General Medical Services and General Dental Service contractors for 2010-11

Following publication of the Doctors' and Dentists' Review Body's recommendations for GPs and dentists for 2010-11 and the government's response, this letter to strategic health authorities sets out the recommendations and the rationale for the government's response, outlines the next steps in the process and sets out initial advice on the implications for GP practices with personal medical services contracts.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114927
Mental health system reform: towards delivering New Horizons and Quality and Productivity

This letter relates to the range of significant systems reforms that come into effect in 2010-11 that will affect how mental health services are commissioned, performance managed and incentivised to deliver improvements in quality, efficiency and responsiveness.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115010
One year on: Healthy lives, brighter futures: the strategy for children and young people’s health [Letter]
This letter from Secretary of State for Health Andy Burnham and Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families Ed Balls provides an update on the child health strategy
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115039
Learning disabilities confidential inquiry and public health observatory: announcement of contract awards 23 March 2010 [Letter]

This letter to primary care trust and strategic health authority chief executives highlights the appointment of the Norah Fry Research Centre to establish a learning disabilities confidential inquiry, and the North East Public Health Observatory to run a public health observatory.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114996
Allied Health Professional (AHP) Referral to Treatment (RTT) Guide [Letter]

This is a letter from Acting Director General Commissioning and System Management Gary Belfield to all NHS chief executives. He highlights the publication of the draft guide on referral to treatment times for allied health professional services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115001
Referral pathway for wet age-related macular degeneration (wet AMD) [Letter]

This letter from Health Minister Ann Keen highlights the importance of rapid referral for people who are suspected of having wet age-related macular degeneration and to ask that local referral pathways be reviewed in light of this.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115009
Update on the latest developments on PbR for Mental Health, and clarification of implementation timescales [Letter]

This letter provides an update on the latest developments on payment by results for mental health, as well as clarifying the timescales for its implementation.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115066
Release of NHS Premises Assurance Model (NHS PAM): benefits to acute sector providers, involvement of commissioning PCTs, and support roles of SHAs [Letter]

This letter introduces the benefits of the premises assurance process and the NHS premises assurance model to NHS providers of acute services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_115071
Draft Network Partnership Group measures for the Manual for Cancer Services [Letter]

This letter introduces a consultation on a draft version of the network partnership group measures and a supporting document.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114585
Colorectal  Measures for the Manual for Cancer Services 2008 [Letter]

This letter advises of the colorectal measures issued as part of the manual for cancer services 2008.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114597
Radiotherapy measures for the Manual for Cancer Services [Letter]

This letter highlights the publication of the revised radiotherapy measures for the manual for cancer services.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_114766
Manual for cancer services 2008 - Colorectal measures

This revised manual of cancer services is an integral part of the NHS cancer plan, the cancer reform strategy and the modernisation of cancer services. It will support quality assurance of cancer services and enable quality improvement.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114592
Manual for Cancer Services 2008: Radiotherapy Measures

This revised manual of cancer services is an integral part of the NHS cancer plan, the cancer reform strategy and the modernisation of cancer services. It will support quality assurance of cancer services and enable quality improvement.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114759
Service user involvement in cancer care - policy, principles, practice

This paper was drafted to assist in the 2009 revision of what are called the ‘service user involvement’ standards, which are integral to the national cancer peer review measures. It is hoped that this paper might also make a useful contribution to wider debates about the value and role of user involvement in cancer care.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114581
Cancer awareness: the impact of sexual orientation

This report provides the results from a survey of 1600 heterosexual, gay, lesbian and bisexual respondents, using the CR-UK Cancer Awareness Measure (CAM). This report will be of interest to people involved in early diagnosis of cancer, researching, commissioning or delivering interventions.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115237
Health Inequalities (HINST) Enhanced Support Programme resource manual

This manual contains a range of information, resources and tools, including a series of how-to guides and masterclass reports.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115113
The NHS Performance Framework: implementation guidance 2010/11

This guidance supports the application of the NHS performance framework, informs strategic health authorities as the regional system managers and primary care trusts as the local commissioners of NHS services of when they should intervene to address poor performance and informs NHS organisations of the criteria against which their performance will be assessed.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115035
Guidance: GP extended hours access

This document gives guidance for primary care trusts on maximising the availability of GP extended opening hours.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114934
A national framework for NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care

This guidance is intended to support practitioners and others with responsibilities for NHS continuing healthcare in the implementation of the revised national framework of July 2009 and in the use of associated tools.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114796
NHS continuing healthcare practice guidance

This practice guidance supports practitioners and others with responsibilities for NHS continuing healthcare in the implementation of the national framework for NHS continuing healthcare and NHS-funded nursing care. It provides a practical explanation of how the framework should operate on a day-to-day basis and cites examples of good practice.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115133
NHS continuing healthcare: refunds guidance

This guidance sets out the approaches to be taken by primary care trusts and local authorities when a decision is awaited on eligibility for NHS continuing healthcare or there is a dispute following a decision. It explains responsibilities for providing services during these periods and for refunding the costs of services provided.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114986
National Framework for Children and Young People’s Continuing Care

This framework sets out an equitable, transparent and timely process for assessing, deciding and agreeing bespoke packages of continuing care for those children and young people under the age of 18 who have continuing care needs that cannot be met by existing universal and specialist services alone.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114784
Delivering quality imaging services for children

The importance of specialist imaging services for children and young adults has been recognised for many years. This report describes the structure of services that should be commissioned to support the provision of effective paediatric imaging.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114980
Allied Health Professional (AHP) Referral to Treatment (RTT) guide

This guide sets out the definitions for clock starts and clock stops for NHS allied health professional services to enable consistent collection of NHS-funded allied health professional referral to treatment data. This will enable the measurement of waiting times for NHS allied health professional services and support service improvement to reduce waiting times and improve patient access to NHS allied health professional services.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114871
Pharmacy in England: building on strengths - delivering the future - Regulations under the Health Act 2009: pharmaceutical needs assessments. Information for primary care trusts

This document provides information to assist primary care trusts in publishing their pharmaceutical needs assessments.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114953
Pharmacy in England: Building on strengths, delivering the future. Draft regulations under the Health Act 2009: Pharmaceutical Needs Assessments - response to the consultation

This is the government's response to a consultation on pharmacy needs.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_114809
Direct payments for health care: a consultation on proposals for regulations and guidance - the Government's response

This is the government's response to a consultation on the government’s proposals for piloting direct payments for health care.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_114869
Consultation response to the COMARE 12 Report: recommendations on CT scanning of asymptomatic self-referred individuals

Department of Health recommendations and response to the consultation on the report of the independent Committee on the Medical Aspects of Radiation in the Environment (COMARE) http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_115163
Shaping the future of care together: report on the consultation

This is a report on a consultation that sought views on a vision for a new care and support system. It highlighted the challenges faced by the current system and the need for radical reform to develop a national care service that is fair, simple and affordable for everyone.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_114921
Building the National Care Service

This white paper sets out the government's proposals to build a comprehensive national care service for all adults in England with an eligible care need, free when they need it.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114922
A National Care Service: speech by Andy Burnham

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham at the launch of the national care service on 30 March 2010. He sets out the case for, and the goals of, the national care service.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/MediaCentre/Speeches/DH_114993
Delivering enhanced recovery: Helping patients to get better sooner after surgery

This guide, developed using learning from centres across the UK, provides a starting point to support implementation of enhanced recovery. Enhanced recovery uses evidence-based inteventions as a model of care enabling patients to recover sooner following surgery.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115155
Planning and developing the NHS workforce: the national framework

This document is designed to support strategic health authorities in leading the debate about the future shape of services and what this means for workforce skills, competences, numbers and locations.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114867
Modernising Scientific Careers: The England Action Plan

This plan sets out how implementation will be achieved by working with strategic health authorities and other key stakeholders to ensure a phased approach.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115143
Meeting the quality and productivity challenge for the NHS in partnership

This guidance sets out core principles on how the NHS can work together to meet the financial challenges ahead. The principles have applicability at all levels in the NHS as health authorities, commissioners and providers, staff and their trade union representatives enter into dialogue within their own health economies to find common solutions to the particular challenges that face them.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114898
C. difficile methodology

This update gives information on progress in reducing C.difficile infections and a new objective.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthprotection/Healthcareassociatedinfection/Nationalupdates/DH_114862
NHS Leadership Awards 2010

The NHS Leadership Awards aim to champion strong and creative leadership focused on improving quality for our patients. The website for 2010 nominations has been launched: nominations close 28 May 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Workforce/Leadership/DH_096655
Confident communities, brighter futures: a framework for developing well-being

This document sets out the argument and evidence base for prioritising well-being and provides a systematic approach to improving mental well-being with selected evidence-based approaches and interventions that have been shown to be effective across the life course and across key public health domains.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114774
Healthier Food Mark - draft criteria to be tested during phase 2 of the pre-consultation pilot

This document presents the revised criteria for the healthier food mark since the evaluation of the phase one pilots. These criteria will be further tested during the phase two pilots running from February to July 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114781
Valuing People Now Delivery Plan 2010-11

The delivery plan sets out the key priorities for 2010-11, in particular, to improve employment and housing opportunities and better health outcomes for people with learning disabilities and their family carers.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115173
Personalisation through person-centred planning

This joint good practice guidance has been developed to help local areas understand how person-centred planning can help to deliver Putting People First. It includes a range of tools and good practice examples on person centred planning and support planning to help give people more choice and control over their lives.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115175
Valuing People Now & PSA 16 Housing Delivery Plan (20010-11)

This is a cross government plan to help people with learning disabilities have more choice and control in where they live. The delivery plan is supported by the Socially Excluded Adults Public Service Agreement target (PSA 16 target) that aims to increase the proportion of adults with moderate to severe learning difficulties in settled accommodation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115235
Towards 'Fulfilling and rewarding lives': The first year delivery plan for adults with autism in England

The plan sets out the governance structure and the actions, with timescales and responsibilities, that will be taken in the first year to support the implementation of 'Fulfilling and rewarding lives'

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115115
Human rights training materials and human rights resources

This suite of training materials is designed for use in training sessions for frontline workers - primarily health and social care workers - supporting people with a learning disability. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115174
Housing rights resource pack

This suite of resources  was launched on 31 March 2010; it covers many subjects around different housing options available for people with learning disabilities.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_115224
Applying the NHS Performance Framework to Mental Health Trusts

This document informs mental health trusts, PCTs and SHAs of the criteria against which mental health performance will be assessed. Revised guidance was published on 31 March 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109146
Uniforms and workwear: guidance on uniform and workwear policies for NHS employers

This document takes account of comments and feedback from employers and staff as local uniform policies have been implemented. It re-affirms the principles of the original guidance with particular reference to staff dress during direct patient care activity

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114751
Climate Change Plan

This plan sets out the department's commitment to a clear set of time-specific actions to help the UK both mitigate and adapt to climate change.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114929
The NHS Premises Assurance Model (PAM)

The NHS premises assurance model for acute services has been released to support the NHS in improving the quality and safety of NHS premises while improving efficiency and effectiveness. This gives more information.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Estatesandfacilitiesmanagement/DH_115003
Same-sex accommodation
The delivering same-sex accommodation programme, which was set up in 2009 to build on previous work to virtually eliminate same-sex accommodation, closed on 31 March 2010.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Samesexaccommodation/index.htm
£40 million capital budget for hospices

As part of the implementation of the End of Life Care Strategy (published July 2008), £40 millionhas been allocated for a capital programme for hospices in 2010/11. The fundings was made available through a competitive scheme, run on behalf of the Department of Health by Help the Hospices.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/IntegratedCare/Endoflifecare/DH_115135
Requested allocation of a deceased donor organ

Ministers have announced a change of UK-wide policy to enable people to inform transplant teams of their wishes for the allocation, after their death, of one of their or their loved ones' organs to a family member or close friend in need of a transplant and who would meet the requirements to be considered for a transplant. This gives further guidance.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114800
Guidance for coroners and donor coordinators working with coroners

This guidance encourages the development of local protocols to optimise organ donation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114804
News releases 27 March – 9 April 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 28 February 2010. 

Deal reached on surplus pandemic vaccine 

Better protection for patients having ‘MOT’ scans 

Government to review the fund for hepatitis C sufferers 

£2 million for veterans' mental health services 

Plan of action to help adults with autism 

£40M boost for end of life care 

Next steps for complementary therapy 

New patient rights in force - UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 00:01hrs THURSDAY 1 APRIL 2010 

Majority of NHS trusts declare same-sex accommodation 

Statistical Press Notice: Health Profile of England 2009 

Bedfordshire mum announced as Change4Life competition winner 

Launch of the National Care Service 

.

Attitudes to Mental Illness 2010 

New Dementia Diagnosis Project for Worcestershire – key to Living Well with the condition 

New organisation to help transform NHS and social care workforce planning 

Organ transplant allocation rules made more flexible for exceptional cases 

A new ambition in C.difficile prevention across the NHS 

Statistics (DH)
Health profile of England 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_114561
Attitudes to mental illness: 2010 survey report

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_114795
NHS Inpatient and Outpatient Hospital Waiting Times and Waiting Lists, February 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/index.htm
NHS Employers

New pay circular for medical and dental staff

http://www.nhsemployers.org/Aboutus/Publications/PayCirculars/Documents/Pay%20Circular_MD_1_10.pdf
New GP and pharmacy guides published

NHS Employers, the General Practitioners Committee (GPC) and the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC) have produced joint guidance for GPs and community pharmacists on the work of each profession. The guides aim to support the professions in developing more effective working relationships and cover key areas such as contractual arrangements, funding, training and roles.

http://www.nhsemployers.org/PayAndContracts/CommunityPharmacyContract/Pages/professional-relationships-guides.aspx
Information Centre
New Mental health information added to Neighbourhood Statistics website

New mental health information added to neighbourhood statistics web site Information about the number of adults accessing specialist mental health services in England has been published at administrative regional level for the first time today by the NHS Information Centre (NHS IC). 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news-and-events/news/new-mental-health-information-added-to-neighbourhood-statistics-web-site
NICE

Unstable angina and NSTEMI

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG94
Chest pain of recent onset

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG95
Neuropathic pain - pharmacological management 
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG96
Endoscopic submucosal dissection of lower gastrointestinal lesions

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG335
Arteriovenous crossing sheathotomy for branch retinal vein occlusion

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG334
Transcatheter endovascular closure of perimembranous ventricular septal defect
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG336
Endobronchial ultrasound-guided transbronchial biopsy for peripheral lung lesions
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG337
10 Downing Street
Podcast on social care

This is a transcript of the speech by Prime Minister Gordon Brown on 30 March 2010. He says the government will be setting out the route to a national care service that will benefit every family in the country, meaning a much better deal for older people.
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page22981
Cabinet Office
Mutual Benefit: Giving people power over public services

This report sets out how the government will accelerate opportunities for mutuals to develop and flourish across three key areas of public services. Mutuals are organisations controlled by their members, service users, staff and the wider community.
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/media/60217/mutuals.pdf
Communities and Local Government
English Indices of Deprivation – Consultation [Closing date: 10 May 2010]

This consultation seeks views on plans for the English Indices of Deprivation. Responses to this consultation will help inform the content, guidance and outputs of the Indices of Deprivation, alongside other sources of evidence.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/englishindicesdeprivationcon
Single Equality Scheme 2010-2013

This three-year single equality scheme describes the outcomes Communities and Local Government aims for in order to fulfil moral, social and legal obligations and to put equality at the heart of everything the department does.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/singleequalityscheme201013
Single Equality Scheme 2010-2013: Consultation - Summary of responses

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on the possible priorities for the department’s first single equality scheme.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/ses2010consultationresponse
Department for Children, Schools and Families
Statutory Guidance for Local Duties on Child Poverty (Child Poverty Act 2010) – Consultation [Closing date:  18 June 2010]

This consultation seeks views on draft statutory guidance covering part two of the Child Poverty Act, which places duties on local authorities and named partner authorities to cooperate with a view to reducing and mitigating the effects of child poverty in their local areas.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1712&external=no&menu=1
Consultation on Visits to Former Looked After Children in Detention (England) Regulations 2010; and related Guidance [Closing date: 18 June 2010]

This consultation seeks views on draft legislation and accompanying guidance to ensure that children who are voluntarily accommodated by a local authority are appropriately assessed and supported during detention and on release.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1713&external=no&menu=1
Care planning

DCSF has published new regulations and guidance to improve the quality and consistency of care planning, placement and case review for looked-after children (March 2010). This is part of the implementation of the Children and Young Persons Act 2008 and the Care Matters white paper. It also meets the department’s commitment to revise the guidance accompanying the Children Act 1989.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/safeguardingandsocialcare/childrenincare/careplanning/careplanning/
Provision of accommodation for 16 and 17 year old young people who may be homeless and/or require accommodation
Guidance to children’s services authorities and local housing authorities about their duties under Part 3 of the Children Act 1989 and Part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 to secure or provide accommodation for homeless 16 and 17 year old  young people.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/safeguardingandsocialcare/childrenincare/childrenincare/
Physical punishment: improving consistency and protection

This report by the Chief Adviser on the Safety of Children into physical punishment in various settings aims to determine if this is an area in which change is needed in order to strengthen the safeguards for children.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00282-2010
Do we have safer children in a digital world? A review of progress since the 2008 Byron Review

This report presents progress on improving children’s digital safety.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/byronreview/pdfs/do%20we%20have%20safer%20children%20in%20a%20digital%20world-WEB.pdf
Department for Work and Pensions

Flexibility for the future: the Government’s response to the recommendations of the Family Friendly Working Hours Taskforce

This is the government's response to a report from a task force that brought together a range of experts from business, non-governmental bodies, organisations that represent employers and employees, and key government departments to explore the challenges to increasing flexible working opportunities at all levels and provide recommendations for change.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/family-friendly-taskforce-gov-response.pdf
The Pension, Disability and Carers Service Business Plan 2010-11

This sets out the business plan for the executive agency of the Department for Work and Pensions that provides a service for current and future pensioners, disabled children and adults and carers.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/pdcs-business-plan-1011.pdf
Food Standards Agency
Food Safety Week 2010

This year, Food Safety Week will take place from 7-13 June and will focus on the most important actions associated with preventing campylobacter:
http://www.food.gov.uk/safereating/hyg/germwatch/
The Addition of Vitamins, Minerals and Other Substances (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2010. Consultation [Closing date: 23 June 2010]

This consultation seeks views on regulations on the addition of vitamins, minerals and certain other substances to foods.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2010/vitaminsmineralsregs2010eng
Health and Safety Executive

Self-reported work-related illness and workplace injuries in 2008/09: Results from the Labour Force Survey

This release presents statistics on self-reported work-related illness and workplace injuries in Great Britain, for the period 2008-09.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/lfs/0809/hubresults.htm
Home Office
ACMD: Pathways to Problems
A follow-up report on the implementation of recommendations from Pathways to Problems report

http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/publication-search/acmd/acmd-pathways-to-problems-report.html
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Poorer children’s educational attainment: how important are attitudes and behaviour?

This research focuses on a range of factors under the umbrella term 'aspirations, attitudes and behaviours', encompassing a wide variety of influences throughout childhood.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/educational-attainment-poor-children
Funding social care: what service users say

This Viewpoint reports the views of adult social care users. Service users feel that a false divide between social care and health care is perpetuated by conflicting funding arrangements; almost all service users consulted think general taxation is the best way to fund social care; service users reject any withdrawal of existing universal disability benefits, such as the Disability Living Allowance and Attendance Allowance, to fund means and needs tested social care.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/funding-social-care
Funding care: how can each generation pay its fair share?

This Viewpoint proposes a phased two-track approach, with an initial charge on inheritance being gradually replaced by funds built up through extra National Insurance paid by younger age cohorts; and 

suggests that such a broad sharing of costs among different generations, linked to ability to pay, could be presented as a fair and equitable settlement.

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/funding-care-fair-share
King’s Fund

Securing good care for more people: options for reform

This report updates the review, commissioned by The King’s Fund from Sir Derek Wanless in 2006, of the funding of social care for older people and concludes that a revised version of the ‘partnership model’ is the fairest way of funding social care in the future. The report presents the financial implications of key funding models and assesses their outcomes, including unmet need. Options for reforming Attendance Allowance are discussed.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/securing_good_care.html
Ministry of Justice

Exploratory randomised control trial of schema modal therapy (research)

This is an evaluation of the treatment effects of schema modal therapy in Ashworth high secure hospital.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/latest-updates/schema-modal-therapy-research.htm
NHS Evidence
April 2010 update - gastroenterology and liver diseases
http://www.library.nhs.uk/gastroliver/Page.aspx?pagename=NEWS
Commissioning Alert

http://www.library.nhs.uk/commissioning/Page.aspx?pagename=ALERT
Inflammatory bowel disease (NHS Evidence – gastroenterology and liver diseases)

http://www.library.nhs.uk/gastroliver/
This is an update of last year’s AEU on inflammatory bowel disease.

Tuberculosis  - on the move against TB (NHS Evidence – infections)

http://www.library.nhs.uk/infections/
This update coincides with World TB Day on 24 March. It includes key guidance, systematic reviews and reports on tuberculosis that have been published in the last 12 months, along with expert commentaries and useful websites.
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health
Annual review 2009
http://www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/Annual_Review_2009.pdf
The Diversion Dividend: interim report
The report calls for recognition that imprisoning offenders with mental health problems on short sentences is a poor use of taxpayers' money. It finds that diverting offenders to community support rather than prisons would save money in the justice system and reduce reoffending rates.

http://www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/Diversion_Dividend.pdf
The Bradley Report and the criminal justice workforce: tackling mental health and learning disabilities in the justice system

This paper examines what justice workers need to help them to help to implement the 82 recommendations of Lord Bradley's review of how the justice system supports people with mental health problems or learning disabilities.

http://www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/Bradley_report_and_cj_workforce.pdf
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:

www.cehi-hils.org.uk
Sue Austin        &             Sue Graha

tel: 0191 4971460          0191 5297209

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
