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Key Points Xtra– 12 September 2008
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The following items of local interest are taken from the MLA North East eBulletin, No 235, 8 September 2008

Tyne & Wear Heritage Open days 11th to 14th September

Tyne and Wear Heritage Open Days 2008 will give the public the chance, free of charge, to visit over 190 buildings, tours, walks, talks and events, all celebrating the amazing, vibrant and diverse heritage of the region.

Including regional favourites such as Tynemouth Priory, Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, Fullwell Windmill, St. Nicholas’ Cathedral and Arbeia Roman Fort and some new cultural destinations like the Nissan Plant (Sunderland), Cottam Brush Ltd (South Tyneside), Norwood Nature Park (Gateshead), Dance City (Newcastle) and Backworth Hall (North Tyneside) the weekend looks set to be the best ever. 

A Tyne and Wear Heritage Open Days 2008 Guide giving details of all the participating buildings, tours, walks, talks and events throughout Tyne and Wear is available from all local Tourist Information Centres and Libraries. 

Full details and a TWHODs weekend planning tool can be found on the local website:

http://www.twhods.org.uk
Equality and Diversity in the North East - an exploration of the statistical profile

The North East Equality and Diversity Partnership (NEEDP), along with NERIP, is holding a seminar to launch its report “Equality and Diversity in the North East: a statistical profile”.  This report, prepared by the Centre for Public Policy at Northumbria University, provides an up-to-date and comprehensive statistical baseline of equality and diversity issues faced by different communities within the region.  It can be accessed online at http://www.nerip.com/reports_briefing.aspx?id=626.
You are invited to register your interest in attending, if you have not already done so. When and where?  The event will be held on Monday 29th September 2008 at the Centre for Life, Newcastle upon Tyne.  Registration is from 9.30 am and the seminar will start at 10.00 am.  It will include lunch and will finish at around 3.00 pm. 

What does it cost?  Nothing – attendance at the event will be free of charge.  
How to register?  If you wish to register your interest, please email info@nerip.com including the words ‘Equality and diversity’ in the heading of your email.
Living Places – new website and resources

Living Places is an alliance of public bodies who believe everyone should benefit from the arts, sport, public space, heritage, museums, libraries and archives, the built environment and the creative industries, regardless of where they live.
Living places is a programme based on the agreement between 5 of the leading cultural agencies: Arts Council England, the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE), English Heritage, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and Sport England; their sponsoring department the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (CMS) and the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) and the Academy for Sustainable Communities (ASC). This is the first time the five cultural agencies, CLG, CMS and ASC have come together formally to work together on supporting the role of culture in communities. 
The aim of living places is to ensure that all communities, particularly those experiencing housing-led growth and regeneration, can benefit from cultural and sporting opportunities. By working together, the partners will ensure that culture is embedded in the development of our villages, towns and cities alongside other key areas of provision such as healthcare and transport. 
Living places have resources which have been developed by the partners. They offer advice, guidance and support for all those who are working to build sustainable communities. 

Living Places home page: http://www.living-places.org.uk/index.php?id=1
Advice and guidance pages: http://www.living-places.org.uk/index.php?id=52
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