
Key Points – 3rd July 2009
Evidence Updates (NHS Evidence Specialist Collections)
Annual Evidence Update on Osteoporosis

NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal
www.library.nhs.uk/musculoskeletal 
Annual Evidence Update on Health Needs of People with Learning Disabilities

NHS Evidence - learning disabilities
www.library.nhs.uk/learningdisabilities 
Department of Health

the week: issue 102, 26 June - 2 July 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_101833
the month: issue 22, June 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/themonth/browsable/DH_101985
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 170, 29 June 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-29June2009.HTML
A(H1N1) Swine Influenza: from containment to treatment

This guidance sets out in more detail the approach to managing the pandemic to date, what a treatment phase means, and what this new approach means for people with swine flu.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/InformationandGuidance/index.htm
Swine flu

This section of the Department of Health's website brings together all the latest news and publications on the 2009 swine flu outbreak.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Alert: Important information about swine flu (NHS Choices)
http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Appeals procedure for apportioning of MRSA bacteraemias [Letter]

This letter sets out modifications by the Department of Health and the Health Protection Agency to the procedure for reviewing non-trajectory submissions.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_101624
Record keeping: a letter to doctors [Letter]

This is a letter from Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldson about maintaining separate clinical and research records. It also includes information about acting as an expert witness.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Professionalletters/Chiefmedicalofficerletters/DH_101736
A year of progress towards High Quality Care for All

This is Lord Darzi's report examining the progress that has been made since High Quality Care for All was published in 2008.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_101670
GP patient surveys

The results of the 2009 survey were published on 30 June 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/PublishedSurvey/GPpatientsurvey2007/index.htm
Response to the consultation on Quality Markers and measures for end of life care

This is the Government's response to a consultation on a national initiative to raise the quality of care for people at the end of life. It is aimed at commissioners, performance managers and providers of end of life care services from the NHS, voluntary and independent sectors.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_101687
Recognising complexity: commissioning guidance for personality disorder services

This guidance for commissioners in the NHS, criminal justice system, local authorities and others provides information and suggestions on best practice when considering services and systems for people with personality disorders.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_101788
Joint statement by the four UK Health Departments on the regulation of clinical physiologists

This statement highlights the commitment of the four UK health departments to the regulation of healthcare scientists.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_101786
Understanding personal health budgets [Leaflet]

This leaflet is designed to give organisations involved in developing personal health budgets consistent, accessible information to give to people. It introduces the idea of a personal health budget and provides details of where to obtain further information.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_101857
Healthcare Student Support Systems: a review of the literature
This study investigates evidence of the impact of healthcare and similar student financial support systems on a range of factors including value for money and equality. It also contains a descriptive summary of the funding systems for healthcare students in other countries.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_101614
Final government response to recommendations aimed at government contained in the Office of Fair Trading report 'The Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme’

This is the Government's response to a report that recommended that the Government should reform the pharmaceutical price regulations scheme, replacing current profit and price controls with a value-based approach to pricing that would ensure the price of drugs reflected their clinical and therapeutic value to patients and the broader NHS.
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file51657.pdf
Forced Marriage Multi-agency Practice Guidelines

This document presents guidelines for police, teachers, social and health professionals, and housing officers. It is designed to help to them work more closely together and to better identify and protect children and adults at risk of forced marriage.
http://www.fco.gov.uk/resources/en/pdf/3849543/forced-marriage-guidelines09.pdf
News releases 27 June – 3 July 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
HEATWAVE WARNING ISSUED – LEVEL 3 

The Met Office has raised the heatwave warning alert again on behalf of the Department of Health.

Sir Michael Parkinson puts dignity in care under the spotlight at Leeds ‘question time’ event 

People in Leeds will get the chance to question Care Services Minister Phil Hope as well as representatives from UNISON and Age Concern/Help the Aged about dignity in care at a Question Time style event hosted by Sir Michael Parkinson in Leeds.


Changes to support quality, innovation, productivity and prevention in the nhs 

Jim Easton has been appointed NHS National Director for Improvement and Efficiency, the Department of Health announced.
Quality of GP Consultations Drives High Patient Satisfaction 

Being given enough time with a GP and feeling that their problems are taken seriously are the most important factor in patients’ satisfaction with their local surgery, according to new data. 

Chair announced for new adjudication body for health professionals
The Department of Health, the General Medical Council and the General Optical Council welcome the appointment of Walter Merricks, CBE as the first Chair of the new Office of the Health Professions Adjudicator (OHPA).


State of the nation's health revealed 

Health Profiles 2009 launched

New measures to promote quality in Darzi’s one year on progress report 

Plans to scrap some centrally driven targets and proposals for giving doctors and nurses control of their budgets were announced by Health Minister Lord Darzi.

Statistical Press Notice - General Practice Patient Survey 2008-09 National Results 

Ipsos-MORI have published the results of the 2008-09 GP Patient Survey which they carried out on behalf of the Department of Health.

West Midlands On Track To Provide Longer Opening Hours And Easier Access To GPs - Coventry & Warwickshire 

For the thousands of people in Coventry and Warwickshire juggling busy working lives with home commitments, finding a convenient time to squeeze in a doctor’s appointment can often be a challenge.

West Midlands On Track To Provide Longer Opening Hours And Easier Access To GPs - Staffordshire 

For the thousands of people in Staffordshire juggling busy working lives with home commitments, finding a convenient time to squeeze in a doctor’s appointment can often be a challenge.

Heatwave warning issued 

The Met Office is triggering the Heatwave Plan – alert level 2 - on behalf of the Department of Health.

Appointment of General Pharmaceutical Council Chair 

The Appointments Commission has agreed to appoint Mr Robert Nicholls CBE as Chair of the General Pharmaceutical Council, the new independent regulator for pharmacists, pharmacy technicians and pharmacy premises from 2010, Health Minister Ann Keen will announce.

Statistics

The National GP Patient Survey 2008-2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/PublishedSurvey/GPpatientsurvey2007/index.htm
Information Centre

Head and neck cancer report 2007-08
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-audit-support-programme-ncasp/audit-reports/head-and-neck-cancer
National Diabetes Audit (NDA) Executive Summary 2007-2008 and NDA Paediatric Report 2007-2008

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/national-clinical-audit-support-programme-ncasp/audit-reports/diabetes
Audit Commission

Annual review of diversity and equality

This is the second annual review of progress against the Commission’s 2006-09 Diversity scheme. This review covers the 12 month period ending 31 March 2009.

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/aboutus/diversity/Pages/annualreview.aspx
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Review of the Children, Young People and Families (CYPF) Grant Programme [Closing date: 5 October 2009]

This consultation seeks the views of the third sector and any other interested parties on the future approach and shape of the children, young people and families grant programme.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1612&external=no&menu=1
Forced Marriage - Prevalence and Service Response [Research report 2008115]
This research sought to improve understanding of the prevalence of forced marriage and to examine the way services are currently responding to such cases.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15565&type=5&resultspage=1
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

A minimum income standard for Britain in 2009
This study updates 2008’s innovative research, based on what members of the public thought people need for an acceptable minimum standard of living.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/minimum-income-2009
King’s Fund

PBC two years on: moving forward and making a difference?

A new poll has found continuing commitment to PBC and optimism about its potential but progress is still hampered by a lack of local vision, a lack of clarity over roles and responsibilities and bureaucratic governance processes. Moving into an era of restricted financial resources, it will become increasingly important for PCTs and practices to work together. Real clinician engagement – underpinned by locally developed visions, structures, agreements and lines of accountability – is key to the development of effective partnership working.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/pbc_two_years_on.html
Independent Review of NHS Dental Services in England

Brief summary of the key recommendations of the review, together with an initial analysis of what these might mean for the NHS in light of other health care reforms.
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/topics/the_independent_2.html
NICE
Preventing unintentional road injuries among under 15s: road design - evidence consultation 

The consultation on this evidence will run from 30 June to 28 July 2009.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=44733
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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