
Key Points – 26th February 2010
Department of Health

the week: issue 134, 19-25 February 2010
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_113241
Chief Nursing Officer bulletin, issue 85, February 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Chiefnursingofficerbulletin/Browsable/DH_113061
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 203, 22 February 2010
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin_203_220210.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Exporting medicines for profit [Letter]

This letter from David Nicholson highlights the fact that exporting medicines for profit jeopardises both patient care and the terms of NHS contracts for medicines.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113129
Robert Francis Inquiry report - letter from Sir David Nicholson to all NHS Chairs [Letter]

Following publication of Robert Francis QC’s report into standards of care at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust, Sir David Nicholson has written this letter to all chairs and chief executives asking them to read the report in full and review their own standards of care to ensure that such problems are avoided in future.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113022
Monitoring use of money to implement End of Life Care Strategy – PCTs [Letter]

This letter introduces templates to monitor how the additional money provided to help implement the end of life care strategy in 2009-10 is being invested by primary care trusts.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113122
Monitoring use of money to implement End of Life Care Strategy – SHAs [Letter]
This letter introduces templates to monitor how the additional money provided to help implement the end of life care strategy in 2009-10 is being invested by strategic health authorities.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113131
Easements to quality and outcomes framework (QOF): patient experience indicators 7 and 8 [Letter]

This letter provides advice for primary care trusts on calculating the easements to the thresholds for quality and outcomes framework indicators PE7 and PE8 contained in the directions on the swine flu vaccination agreement for clinical priority groups.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_113081
Consultation on a Strategy for Services for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) in England [Closing date: 6 April 2010]

This consultation seeks views on a national strategy for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_112977
Consultation on Review of access to the NHS by foreign nationals [Closing date: 30 June 2010]

This consultation seeks views on proposed changes to the charging regulations for overseas visitors requiring hospital treatment and the recovery of any charges.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_113233
Consultation on Proposed Tobacco Control Regulations for England (Under the Health Act 2009): Summary of consultation responses

This document summarises the responses to the consultation on the practical implications of the proposed tobacco control regulations.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_113263
NHS waiting times statistics publications produced by the Department of Health. Response to consultation on proposals to discontinue current data collections on inpatient and outpatient waiting times

This document summarises the responses to a consultation on proposals to discontinue some current inpatient and outpatient data collection.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_113138
Robert Francis Inquiry report into Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust

This is a report that was conducted following concerns about standards of care at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust. The report is based on evidence from patients, their relatives and staff.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113018
Draft terms of reference for an Independent Inquiry of the commissioning, supervisory and regulatory bodies in relation to Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust

This document presents the draft terms of reference for certain aspects of an independent inquiry into Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113030
Speech by Andy Burnham: Oral statement on Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust

This is a transcript of the ministerial statement to Parliament by Health Secretary Andy Burnham on 24 February 2010. He announces the report of the independent inquiry into Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_113143
Joint statement on Hospital Standardised Mortality Ratios

Professor Sir Bruce Keogh has established a working group to look at the complicated issue of hospital standardised mortality ratios and develop a single methodology for the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113024
Guidance for access to health records requests

This document gives guidance on providing access to health records for both living and deceased individuals.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112916
Confirmation of Payment by Results (PbR) arrangements for 2010-11

These documents give information and guidance in support of payment by results in 2010-11.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112284
Code of conduct for Payment by Results: from 1 April 2010

This document establishes the principles that should govern organisational behaviour under payment by results and sets expectations as to how the system should operate. It is hoped this code of conduct will minimise as well as guide the resolution of disputes under payment by results.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112265
Code of Practice for the Advisory Committee on Clinical Excellence Awards (ACCEA)

This code of practice has been written with regard to the seven principles of public life identified by the Nolan Committee in their first report on standards in public life in May 1995 and subsequently endorsed by the government.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4071481
Pharmaceutical industry competitiveness and performance indicators

This publication provides indicators of the competitiveness of the UK as a location for research-based pharmaceutical companies to do business and of the performance of the UK-based industry in taking advantage of the opportunities open to them.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090487
Realising the benefits: IAPT at full roll-out

This document details the next steps in the move towards the full rollout of the improving access to psychological therapy services plan.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112982
Piloting Quality Accounts for primary care and community services providers

NHS North East and NHS East Midlands are working with a range of providers across general practice, dentistry, community healthcare services provision, out-of-hours and urgent care provision and community pharmacy to pilot quality accounts in 2010. This document is aimed at those undertaking the pilots but may also be of interest to others.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_112919
Assuring the Quality of Senior NHS Managers - Research report

This is the final report of the advisory group on assuring the quality of senior NHS managers. It recommends that further work should be led by the National Leadership Council.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113016
Putting health in the policy picture: review of how health impact assessment is carried out by Government departments

This report presents the findings of research into the use of health impact assessment within the overall government impact assessment in 2009.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113194
Prioritising need in the context of Putting People First: a whole system approach to eligibility for social care - guidance on eligibility criteria for adult social care, England 2010

This guidance is issued under section 7(1) of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 and will need to be applied from April 2010. It covers eligibility for adult social care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113154
Nutrition Action Plan Delivery Board end of year progress report

This is the final report to ministers from the Nutrition Action Plan Delivery Board, which was instituted in January 2008 to oversee implementation of the Nutrition Action Plan.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113108
Government response to the Nutrition Action Plan Delivery Board end of year progress report

This document sets out the government's response to a report on the implementation of the Nutrition Action Plan, published in 2007.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113115
A guide to values in the NHS

This document sets out the shared values of the NHS.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/NHSConstitution/DH_112939
Measuring the experience of patients/users - PSA target and published data

This publication updates the patient experience scores last updated on 11 June 2009. These figures report progress against the public service agreement delivery agreement indicator 19.1 'ensure better care for all: self-reported experience of patients’ for the 2008-11 spending review period, but they also provide comparison with earlier figures from 2002 onwards.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/PublishedSurvey/NationalsurveyofNHSpatients/DH_087516
News releases 20-26 February 2010

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Agreed settlement between Department of Health and Kent Pharmaceuticals Limited
Statistical Press notice: NHS Inpatient and outpatient events 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health
Statistical Press Notice: Adult Critical Care Beds census 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health
Consultation on new rules for foreign nationals’ access to NHS 

New proposals on the access of foreign nationals’ to the NHS, aimed at preventing health tourism have been set out by the Department of Health.

Statistical press notice - NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures - 31st January 2010 

New national career framework introduced for NHS scientists 

21st Century Careers for 21st Century Scientists
Minister teaches Oakley centre users to juggle on dignity action day  

Adults with learning disabilities were taught how to juggle by Care Services Minister Phil Hope as part of his pledge to mark the first national Dignity Action Day.

Achievement of target to create 5,000 health apprenticeships 

The health sector has exceeded its aim to recruit 5,000 public sector apprentices, Health Secretary Andy Burnham announced.

School Meals Are The Real Deal 

Promoting healthy eating across South East schools will be top of the agenda on Thursday 25 February when a host of health professionals, professors, nutritionists and doctors will come together to discuss various approaches to improve the quality and experience of school dining

Statistical Press notice: Access to GUM services 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health

Statistical Press Notice: Update of Patient Experience PSA scores 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health. Patient Experience PSA scores update based on data up to and including 2009 patient surveys. 

Get involved in Dignity Action Day 

People across the country are being urged to help make a real difference to the lives of older and disabled people, as the first national Dignity Action Day is held.

Government response to the Mid Staffordshire Independent Inquiry Report 

The Government has accepted all the recommendations of the Independent Inquiry into Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust, Health Secretary Andy Burnham announced.

Experts unite to boost dementia research 

Leading voices from dementia research will meet for the first time today to drive up the volume, quality and impact of work in the field.  The ministerial group which is chaired by Care Services Minister Phil Hope, brings together charities, scientists, research bodies and government officials.

Helping hand for care and support housing 

Older people needing care and support will benefit from new and refreshed local housing strategies that promote dignity, respect and choice, Care Services Minister Phil Hope said.

Launch of The Healthy NHS Board: Principles for Good Governance 

The NHS National Leadership Council has today launched The Healthy NHS Board: Principles for Good Governance, highlighting the critical role boards play in ensuring that quality, centred on patient safety, effective care and patient experience, is at the heart of the NHS. 

Comments from today's dental access data from the NHS Information Centre: 

Comments from Ann Keen and Barry Cockcroft on the NHS Information Centre

Department of Health launches consultation on a strategy for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 

Patients, staff and stakeholders are being invited to share their views on a strategy to tackle the growing problem of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) in England published by the Department of Health.

Statistics (DH)
Waiting times for suspected cancer patients: quarter ending December 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_112966
Critical care beds, January 2010 census

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/Beds/DH_077451
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, January 2010

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_112795
Hospital Activity Statistics: Outpatient appointments, elective admission events, imaging and radiodiagnostics, quarter ending December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalActivityStatistics/index.htm
Patient experience PSA scores updated to include results from the 2009 outpatient survey

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_112686
Genitourinary Medicine Access Monthly Monitoring (GUMAMM)., December 2009
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/SexualHealth/index.htm
Information Centre
NHS Dental Statistics for England: Quarter 2, 30 September 2009
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/primary-care/dentistry/nhs-dental-statistics-for-england-quarter-2-30-september-2009
Attribution dataset GP Registered Populations 2009
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/population-and-geography/gp-registered-populations/attribution-dataset-gp-registered-populations-2009
Communities and Local Government
Life expectancy at birth (monitored using all age all cause mortality), 1995-97 to 2006-08
These statistics give data on life expectancy (using all age, all cause mortality as a proxy) in the 54 working neighbourhood fund/spearhead crossover areas.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/dso3-9ii
Department for Children, Schools and Families
Response to Dr Linda Papadopoulos’ independent review into the sexualisation of young people published by the Home Office

This is Children's Minister Delyth Morgan's response to the independent review into the sexualisation of young people. She says children today are growing up in a complex and changing world and they need to learn how to stay safe and resist inappropriate pressures.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?event=news.item&id=response_to_dr_linda_papadopoulos_independent_review_into_the_sexualisation_of_young_people_published_today_by_the_home_office
Outcomes of Interagency Training to Safeguard Children: Final Report to the Department for Children, Schools and Families and the Department of Health

The overall aim of this study was to develop an evidence base for interdisciplinary training to safeguard children by assessing the scope and content of programmes commissioned by local safeguarding children boards, and the participation in courses of professionals and others in contact with and/or working with children.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR209&
Local Authority Child Poverty Innovation pilot: first national evaluation report - Child Poverty Unit

This is the first report of a national evaluation of work on child poverty. It provides a synthesis of the findings from ten individual local pilot evaluation reports.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR208&
Change in wellbeing from childhood to adolescence: risk and resilience

This report uses secondary data analysis to examine changes in well-being within the framework of risk and resilience. It focuses on children’s psychosocial well-being, looking at four different aspects: emotional, behavioural, social and subjective school well-being.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-WBL-10-01&
Evaluation of the Parenting Early Intervention Programme: first interim report

This is the first national evaluation of a pilot programme to fund local authorities in England to implement evidence-based parenting programmes.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15968&type=5&resultspage=1
Evaluation of Time to Talk Community Programme

The initial overall aim of this evaluation was to determine whether the time to talk community programme resulted in parents being able to give their children messages about delaying the onset of sexual activity and practising safe sex when they do begin and in improvements in general parenting, including improved communication and more effective negotiation.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR207&
Case Management and Outcomes for Neglected Children Returned to their Parents: A five-year follow-up study

This report presents the findings of a study that followed up a cohort of neglected children who had been looked after and reunified with a parent and aimed to examine the case management, interventions and outcomes of a consecutive sample of neglected children for five years from the point of first referral to children’s social care services.
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RB214&
Food Standards Agency
FSA e-News February 2010

http://www.food.gov.uk/aboutus/publications/fsanews/
Science and evidence strategy

This strategy sets out how the agency will use science and evidence to improve food safety and the balance of people's diets.
http://www.food.gov.uk/science/researchpolicy/scistrat
Foodbase
An evaluation of consumer food safety education initiatives in the UK and determination of effective strategies for food safety risk communication has been added.
http://www.foodbase.org.uk/
Home Office

Sexualisation of Young People Review

This is an independent review by psychologist Dr Linda Papadopoulos into the sexualisation of young people. Commissioned by the Home Office, the review forms part of the government’s strategy to tackle violence against women and girls and looks at how sexualised images and messages may be affecting the development of children and young people and influencing cultural norms. It also examines the evidence for a link between sexualisation and violence.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/Sexualisation-young-people.pdf
IDeA: Improvement and Development Agency

Knowledge weekly bulletin, 23 February 2010

http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=7564728
Equalities Impact Assessments, partnerships and local area agreements

This document presents a detailed summary and key learning points from facilitated discussions that took place on the equality impact assessment support network. It sets out how a focus on tackling inequalities can be integrated into partnership working and how a 'geographical area' is an equalities strand in an equalities impact assessment.
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=17024653
Improvement Network
Tackling change management and budgeting issues with the Improvement Tools

Find out more about how the improvement tools, and other content on the Improvement Network, helped one user tackle budgeting and change management issues in the workplace. This case study gives more information.
http://www.improvementnetwork.gov.uk/imp/core/page.do?pageId=1119754
Supporting organisational improvement through Lean/Systems thinking

Organisational development staff at Nottingham City Council wanted access to help with business improvement techniques and were able to implement some new change management approaches through using the Improvement Network's improvement tools. This case study gives more information.
http://www.improvementnetwork.gov.uk/imp/core/page.do?pageId=1119730
Law Commission
Adult Social Care: a consultation paper [Closing date: 1 July 2010]

This consultation seeks views on proposals to reform the law relating to adult social care in England and Wales.
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp192.pdf
NHS Evidence
Chest pain (NHS Evidence - cardiovascular)

www.library.nhs.uk/cardiovascular 

The 2010 Annual Evidence Update on Chest Pain seeks to identify key new systematic reviews and related documents published since the 2009 update and to identify the latest high quality evidence on this topic. The evidence is accompanied by summaries from experts providing a commentary on the new evidence and whether this challenges current guidance/practice or identifies uncertainties in our knowledge on this topic.

NHS Evidence – infections: e-newsletter, February 2010

http://www.library.nhs.uk/infections/page.aspx?pagename=EN
NICE
Guidance
PH23 School-based interventions to prevent smoking
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/PH23
CG93 Donor breast milk banks
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG93
TA185 Soft tissue sarcoma - trabectedin
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA185
TA186 Rheumatoid arthritis - certolizumab pegol
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA186
IPG331 Cytoreduction surgery followed by hyperthermic intraoperative peritoneal chemotherapy for peritoneal carcinomatosis
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG331
IPG332 Surgical correction of hallux valgus using minimal access techniques
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG332
IPG333 Therapeutic endoscopic division of epidural adhesions
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/IPG333
Consultations

Personal, social and health education focusing on sex and relationships and alcohol education: consultation on the evidence {Closing date: 24 March 2010]

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=47605
Caesarean section (update): scope consultation {Closing date: 24 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=47597
Motor neurone disease - non-invasive ventilation: draft guideline for consultation {Closing date: 23 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=47591
Stapled transanal rectal resection for obstructed defaecation syndrome - Interventional Procedures Consultation Document {Closing date: 23 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=47571
Extracranial to intracranial bypass for intracranial atherosclerosis - Interventional Procedures Consultation Document {Closing date: 23 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=47581
Percutaneous occlusion of the left atrial appendage in non-valvular atrial fibrillation for the prevention of thromboembolism - Interventional Procedures Consultation Document {Closing date: 23 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=47575
Transperineal template biopsy of the prostate - Interventional Procedures Consultation Document {Closing date: 23 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=47577
Photodynamic therapy for Barrett's oesophagus - Interventional Procedures Consultation Document {Closing date: 23 March 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=47579
Oneplace
Oneplace national overview report

This report explains what the first year of comprehensive area assessment has revealed about how well the £200 billion spent on local public services is meeting people's needs. It sets out knowledge about what works to guide national and local policymakers. It also provides information to help local public services overcome some of the common challenges they face.
http://oneplace.direct.gov.uk/aboutthissite/Pages/oneplaceoverviewreport.aspx
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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