
Key Points – 6th November 2009
Department of Health

the week: issue 120, 30 October - 5 November 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_107932
NHS Workforce bulletin, issue 188, 2 November 2009
http://www.nhsemployers.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/NHSWorkforceBulletin-2November2009.HTML
Department of health: Swine flu  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
NHS Choices: Swine flu – latest news

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2009/04April/Pages/Swineflulatest.aspx
NHS Choices: Swine flu alert

http://www.nhs.uk/AlertsEmergencies/Pages/Pandemicflualert.aspx
Swine flu vaccination programme: information to support the vaccination of pregnant women [letter]

This is a letter to GPs and practice nurses introducing a questions and answers document and other information materials.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107824
Vaccination (H1N1 swine) for Health Protection Agency Staff [Letter]

This is a letter from National Director of NHS Flu Resilience Ian Dalton requesting assistance in the vaccination of Health Protection Agency staff.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107821
A (H1N1) Swine Influenza: Update on vaccination programme [Letter]

This letter, further to the one sent on 15 October, and following the start of the vaccination programme on 21 October, sets out additional information relevant to the campaign.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107901
Call for evidence - review of restrictions on private patient income: the NHS foundation trust private patient income cap  [Letter]

This letter calls for written evidence to inform a review of the private patient income cap for NHS foundation trusts. The call for evidence invites submissions until Thursday 31 December 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_107952
Report from the Ministerial Summit on Dementia Research

This is a report covering the ministerial summit on dementia research that took place on the 21 July 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107955
Response to the report and recommendations of the review of the conduct function of the General Social Care Council

This document sets out the Government's response to the report and recommendations of the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence's review of the General Social Care Council's conduct function. The review was commissioned following the discovery of a backlog of conduct cases at the GSCC.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107882
The Office of the Health Professions Adjudicator Regulations 2009: consultation response

This is a summary of the responses to a consultation on the proposed composition of the Office of the Health Professions Adjudicator.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_107817
National Support Team for Response to Sexual Violence – new website section

Following the publication of the cross-Government action plan on sexual violence and abuse (April 2007), the Home Office and Department of Health jointly agreed to deliver the cross-Government tackling violence agenda through the National Support Team for Response to Sexual Violence (RSV).  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthimprovement/NationalSupportTeams/SexualViolence/index.htm
Directory of Microbiology Laboratories in England
This is an updated directory of clinical microbiology laboratories in NHS and private hospitals. Food, water and environmental laboratories with a public health role are also included. It does not list microbiology laboratories found within academia.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Patientsafety/Microbiologyandinfectioncontrol/DH_4135669
Toolkit for high quality neonatal services

This guidance is designed to help the NHS improve the care provided for premature and sick babies during their first days.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107845
Speech by Andy Burnham: The politics of health reform

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy Burnham in Washington, DC, on 4 November 2009. He talks about plans for the NHS in the next decade.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_107950
Speech by Mike O'Brien to NHS Employers

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Minister Mike O'Brien to NHS employers on 3 November 2009. He talks about changes to the NHS over the last several years.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_107948
Speech by Mike O'Brien to the NHS Alliance

This is a transcript of the speech by Health Minister Mike O'Brien to the NHS Alliance on 21 October 2009. He talks about the vision of the NHS.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Speeches/DH_107448
News releases 1-7 November 2009

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Statistical Press notice: Dental Commissioning – quarterly update 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health
More help for dementia research 

Scientists in the field of dementia research will get more help to access funding thanks to a new ministerial group, which will drive forward research into the causes, cure and care of dementia, Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced.

Mortality Target Monitoring (Life expectancy and All-Age All-Cause Mortality, overall and inequalities) - Update to include data for 2008 

The latest annual update on life expectancy data and all age all cause mortality rates, with data updated to 2006-08, has been released. 

UK Tops International List on Healthcare 

Majority of UK doctors rate quality of care as continually improving-

West Midlands smokers urged to sign up to quit. 

A new NHS campaign is calling on football fans in the West Midlands to help their team win the league – by giving up smoking.

Diagnostics waiting times & activity data, month ending 30 September 2009. 

These statistics have been released by the Department of Health

New Guide to Improve Neonatal Care 
The Department of Health has published new guidance to help the NHS improve the care provided for premature and sick babies during their first days.

Liverpool’s Go Penguins Get On Board Smokefree Northwest Campaign 
Liverpool’s Go Penguins have joined a major Smokefree Northwest campaign after it was revealed that 55 people across Merseyside are killed every week by smoking.

British Asians worry more about caring for their parents in old age 
British Asians are amongst those who are most worried about how they will care for elderly parents in old age, a new Big Care Debate poll has found.

Black Britons wrong on cost of care 
Black Britons are under-estimating how much care in old age could cost them, according to a new Big Care Debate poll.

Mark Foster backs the Big Care Debate 
Two weeks to go before Big Care Debate closes - www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk
National CJD Surveillance Unit publishes 17th Annual Report for 2008 
The Seventeenth Annual Report of the National Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease Surveillance Unit (NCJDSU) has been was published.

Child obesity ‘levelling off’ 
New data shows progress on obesity as Healthy Towns help communities Change4Life

When new mums need help most 
New research released today has revealed that, after the understandable flurry in the first eight weeks of motherhood, the period when first-time mums have the most questions about their babies’ development can be pin-pointed to five months and one week[1] after they have given birth.

Statistics
Dental commissioning monitoring, quarter ending September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/PrimaryCare/DH_089886
Mortality target monitoring (life expectancy and all-age all-cause mortality, overall and inequalities): update to include data for 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_107609
Diagnostics waiting times and activity data: September 2009

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/Performancedataandstatistics/HospitalWaitingTimesandListStatistics/Diagnostics/index.htm
National CJD Surveillance Unit Annual Report 2008

http://www.cjd.ed.ac.uk/
APHO
Obesity: Recent Trends in Children - Aged 2-11y and 12-19y
This report, published by the National Heart Forum, suggests that the rapid rise in child obesity may be levelling off. It indicates a 17 per cent drop in the forecasted number of overweight 2 – 11 year old girls and a 4 per cent drop in the anticipated numbers of obese girls of the same age. In boys of the same age, the figures indicate a 5 per cent drop in the forecast number of overweight and a 7 per cent drop in the anticipated numbers of obese boys.

http://www.heartforum.org.uk/Publications_NHFreports_Obesity_RecentTrendsinChildren.aspx
APHO prevalence models at Practice Level - CHD, stroke, hypertension and COPD

The latest modelling work from APHO showing estimates of disease prevalence for GP practices in England, covering CHD, stroke, hypertension and COPD are now available on the APHO website

http://www.empho.org.uk/ViewResource.aspx?id=11579
Pub and club density
The location of all pubs and clubs in the UK in 2008 is available using InterestMap from Dotted Eyes. To create a simple measure of pub and club density against resident population East Midlands Public Health Observatory have calculated the number of pubs and clubs in each Output Area (a level of geography provided by the Office for National Statistics which has an average of 400 residents). 
The five cities with the highest pub density in a single output area are listed below with the number of pubs and clubs present in that area. Four cities had more than 40 pubs and clubs in a single output area (London, Nottingham, Newcastle and Leeds). The East Midlands had two cities in the top five with Nottingham City having 42 pubs within one output area and Derby City having 35.
http://www.empho.org.uk/ViewResource.aspx?id=11584
Audit Commission

Nothing but the truth?  A discussion paper [Closing date: 2 March 2010]
This is a discussion paper concerning the reliability of the data underpinning local service delivery. It sets out issues as the basis for discussion on how to ensure data about local public services is fit for purpose. Comments are sought.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/localgov/Pages/nothingbutthetruth.aspx

Cabinet Office

Improving the Resilience of Critical Infrastructure: consultation on Strategic Framework and Policy Statement [Closing date: 18 January 2009]

This consultation seeks views on a draft strategic framework and policy statement on improving the resilience of critical infrastructure, which sets out the proposed policy intent, scope, aims, timescales and workstreams for the resilience programme.
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ukresilience/news/sfps-consultation.aspx
Care Quality Commission

Newsletter for trusts – update for November 2009

http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/Nov_09_-_CQC_update_for_trusts.pdf
Department for Children, Schools and Families
Children Looked After in England (including adoption and care leavers) year ending 31 March 2009
This statistical release provides information about looked after children in England for the year ending 31 March 2009. It reports progress on seven national indicators.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000878/index.shtml
Contactpoint: Lessons learned from the early adopter phase
This report outlines the experience of Contactpoint early adopter management teams and practitioners, who have led the way in implementing Contactpoint, a tool to help improve the well-being of all children, keep them safe and ensure that no child slips through the net of support services.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/_download/?id=6745
Customer Voice Research - Sex and Relationships Education

This qualitative research was conducted to understand parents’ opinions on the parental right to withdraw children and young people from sex and relationship education in personal, social, health and economic education.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15872&type=5&resultspage=1
Sex Education Poll (October 2009) - Headline Findings and Data Tables

This document presents the findings from a survey of 1,791 adults aged over 18 and 1,661 parents who were interviewed online to find out if they agreed that every child should attend sex and relationship lessons as part of the national curriculum.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15873&type=5&resultspage=1
PE and Sport Survey 2008/09 - Technical Appendix

This is a technical appendix for the PE and Sport Survey 2008-09, containing local authority level data relating to the measurement of NI57, the percentage of 5 to 16-year-olds participating in at least two hours a week of high-quality physical education and sport during curriculum time.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15871&type=5&resultspage=1
Food Standards Agency

Draft Statutory Instrument: The Foodstuffs Suitable for People Intolerant to Gluten (England) Regulations 2009 [Closing date: 25 January 2010]
This consultation seeks views on regulations concerning the composition and labelling of foodstuffs suitable for people intolerant to gluten.
http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2009/draftsiintolglutenregs09eng
Health and Safety Executive
National Stress Awareness Day, 4th November 2009

HSE is pleased to support National Stress Awareness Day 2009. This year’s International Stress Management Association campaign is focused on ‘stressing the positives’.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/stress/stress-awareness-day.htm
Health Protection Agency

Shooting Up: Infections among injecting drug users in the United Kingdom 2008. An update: 2009

The report provides to public health practitioners and those commissioning and providing services to drug users, an overview of the current extent of key infectious diseases among those who inject illicit drugs.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1254510656742?p=1249920576091
King’s Fund
Choice at the point of referral: early results of a patient survey

This report summarises the findings of a survey sent to patients in four case study areas of England to ask them about their experience of referral and choosing a hospital for treatment. The results show that implementation of the policy is not yet complete, and that most patients do not experience referral as the policy envisaged. Raising awareness among patients of their right to choose and of information on comparative hospital performance would be needed to increase the number who choose a higher-quality provider.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/choice_at_the_point.html
Ministry of Justice

Government response to Equality and Human Rights Commission human rights inquiry
This is the government's response to the recommendations of the Equality and Human Rights Commission's human rights inquiry, which focused on the extent to which human rights are embedded in the delivery of public services.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/latest-updates/equality-human-rights-response.htm
NHS Evidence
Annual Evidence Update on psoriasis (NHS Evidence – skin disorders)
www.library.nhs.uk/skin
The third Annual Evidence Update on psoriasis, with the results of a search for new guidance and systematic reviews published since the 2008 Update. The ‘what’s new’ analysis, discussing the new evidence and its implications for clinical practice, has been written by Professor Chris Griffiths and his team from Manchester University.
Annual Evidence Update on Psoriatic Arthritis (NHS Evidence – musculoskeletal)
www.library.nhs.uk/musculoskeletal
After conducting a literature search in September 2009, 66 records for the year 2008 - 2009 were retrieved. After sifting, only 16 citations were deemed to be systematic reviews. These citations were forwarded to the Clinical Leads, Dr Ray Armstrong, and Dr Philip Helliwell, who found that many of the reviews were not particularly focused on psoriatic arthritis and that after examination, the material was felt to be insufficiently important to warrant an evidence update at present. Therefore, it was decided that NHS Evidence - musculoskeletal would not produce an Annual Evidence Update for 2009, but that the literature would be again reviewed in 2010.

NICE

Consultations
Preventing unintentional road injuries among under 15s: road design: draft guidance consultation [Closing date: 2 December 2010[
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46026
Preventing unintentional injuries among under 15s in the home - draft guidance consultation [Closing date: 23 December 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=46007
Bacterial meningitis and meningococcal septicaemia in children: guideline consultation [Closing date: 23 December 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=45817
Consultation on NICE response to Kennedy report [Closing date: 13 January 2010]
http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/howwework/researchanddevelopment/ConsultationNICEresponseKennedyReport.jsp
BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
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