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Department of Health

 

the week: Issue 44, 2-8 May 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_084571
Communications summary, April 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/CommunicationsSummary/DH_084358
GP and Practice Team bulletin, May 2008, issue 73

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_084578
Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin, May 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/ChildrenFamiliesandMaternitybulletin/index.htm
Our NHS our future:  NHS next stage review - Leading local change (Darzi report)

Lord Darzi was asked by the Prime Minister and Secretary of State for Health to lead the NHS Next Stage Review in July 2007. His interim report in October set out a vision for a world class NHS that is fair, personal, effective and safe. ‘Leading Local Change’ sets the context for these local visions and the principles which will guide their implementation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084644
Changing for the better: guidance when undertaking major changes to NHS services

This best practice guidance has been developed in order to provide clear guidance for patients, the public and NHS staff on the processes underpinning changes to acute NHS services.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084674
Attitudes to mental illness 2008 research report

Since March 1993, the Department of Health has placed a set of questions on TNS’s Face-to-Face Consumer Omnibus about public attitudes towards mental illness. From 1993 to 1997 the questions were asked on an annual basis and then every third year up until 2003.  
Since 2007 the survey has again been carried out annually. The surveys serve as a benchmark, enabling measurement of whether attitudes are improving or worsening over time.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_084478
Mental Health Act 2007 - commencement orders, regulations, and other secondary legislation

This page will give details of commencement orders, regulations and other secondary legislation flowing from the Mental Health Act 2007.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/NationalServiceFrameworks/Mentalhealth/DH_077359
The National Service Framework for Long-term Neurological Conditions: national support for local implementation 2008

This document is the product of collaboration between DH, Care Service Improvement Partnership (CSIP) and the Third sector, and gives an overview of  resources, tools and initiatives that are/will be available to support local implementation of the NSF.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084579
Making connections: using healthcare professionals to deliver organisational improvements

Nurse and pharmacist prescribing is a valuable tool to deliver patient care in a variety of settings. Many nurse and pharmacist independent prescribers manage their own caseloads including in dedicated clinics - helping patients to manage long-term conditions' or by treating one-off episodes of care in GP Practices or in Walk-in Centres and in Accident and Emergency Departments.

To help the NHS understand how Non-Medical Prescribing can help to deliver services, the Department of Health commissioned Primary Care Contracting to produce 6 Nurse Prescribing and 6 Pharmacist Prescribing case studies.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084514
Code of Practice: Mental Health Act 1983

This revised Code of Practice has been prepared in accordance with section 118 of the Mental Health Act 1983 by the Secretary of State for Health after consulting such bodies as appeared to him to be concerned, and laid before Parliament. The Code will come into force in November 2008.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084597
LAC (DH) (2008) 2 Demonstrating how to deliver stroke care for adults in the community

This circular gives information about the scope and purpose of new funding which is being made available to all councils with adult social services responsibilities in England to demonstrate how to deliver stroke care for adults in the community.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/AllLocalAuthority/DH_084593
GDS and PDS statements of financial entitlements
Amended GDS and PDS Statements of Financial Entitlements came into force on 1 April 2008 which give effect to the financial increases for 2008-09.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/Chiefprofessionalofficers/Chiefdentalofficer/DH_073891
Government response to the Joint Committee on Human Rights: a life like any other? human rights of adults with learning disabilities

The Joint Committee on Human Rights published its report 'A life like any other? human rights of adults with learning disabilities' on 6 March 2008. This memorandum sets out the Government response to the conclusions and recommendations in that report.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084614
Education Health Partnership Component of Area-based Grant
Letter from Sam Mellor, Head of National Healthy Schools Programme, sets out the total funding available under the Education Health Partnership Component of the Area Based Grant to local authorites for 2008/09.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_084538
Social enterprise

Information on the Social Enterprise Fund and the Innovation for Life Challenge Fund has been added.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Commissioning/Socialenterprise/index.htm
Evaluation of Early Medical Abortion (EMA) pilot sites

This evaluation report was commissioned to assess the safety, effectiveness and acceptability of early medical abortions (EMAs) in non-traditional settings, and to help establish a protocol to cover the elements and processes required for the delivery of a safe EMA service in non-traditional settings.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_084618
PL CMO (2008)4, PL CNO (2008)3, PL CPHO (2008)2: Introduction of Human Papillomavirus Vaccine into the national immunisation programme

This letter provides information about the introduction of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine into the national immunisation programme.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Professionalletters/Chiefmedicalofficerletters/DH_084542
Strengthening family doctor services

New GP practices for under served areas and new proposals for £105 million investment have been set out.  Health Secretary Alan Johnson has underlined the Government's commitment to improving family doctor services alongside further plans to tackle long-standing inequalities in GP provision.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Recentstories/DH_084582
2008 National Cancer Research Institute's Cancer Conference to be held 5 - 8 October

The NCRI Cancer Conference is the major forum in the UK for showcasing the best British and international cancer research. The Conference offers unique opportunities for networking and sharing knowledge by bringing together the leading experts from all cancer research disciplines.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Researchanddevelopment/DH_4136297
Statistics

Attitudes to mental illness 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_084478
Dental Contracts statistics, March 2008 data

http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/dental_contracts/index.htm
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 31 March 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_084472
Smokefree legislation compliance data Period 8: 1 January – 31 March 2008

http://www.smokefreeengland.co.uk/thefacts/national-compliance-data.html
NICE

Implantation of miniature lens systems for advanced age-related macular degeneration (interventional procedures consultation)

http://www.nice.org.uk/ip375consultation
Rheumatoid arthritis - adalimumab, etanercept and infliximab (sequential use): (appraisal consultation document)

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=article&o=40465
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidance Network
British guideline on the management of asthma

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/101/index.html
To co-incide with World Asthma Day the National Library for Health has launched the Annual evidence update on complementary and alternative Medicine (CAM) for Asthma: 6 – 9 May 2008.  The evidence update on CAM for asthma aims to identify, organise and present the latest information on this topic. A large number of databases have been searched for studies published or updated since January 2006.
http://www.library.nhs.uk/cam/ViewResource.aspx?resID=283492&tabID=289
Healthcare Commission

Newsletter – April 2008

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk//newsandevents/newsletter.cfm?cit_id=6425&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
Improving services for substance misuse

The Healthcare Commission and the National Treatment Agency for Substance Misuse have published a report 'Improving services for substance misuse: Commissioning drug treatment and harm reduction services'. This report shows the results from the second of three annual reviews to assess the performance of substance misuse treatment services.
http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/_db/_documents/Substance_misuse_report_FINAL_proof.pdf
Maternity for managers and commissioners - Conference
10 July 2008, Holte Suite, Aston Villa Football Club, Birmingham

The Healthcare Commission is hosting a free national conference bringing together policy makers and health professional to examine how to maintain high quality maternity services.

http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/events.cfm
House of Commons Select Committee
Modernising medical careers
The House of Commons Health Select Committee has published a report on the 'Modernising Medical Careers' programme which was established in 2003. As a result of inadequate preparation during the implementation of the reforms, in 2007 the Modernising Medical Careers programme plunged into crisis. The Committee's investigation finds that a divided and inappropriate governance structure, flawed project and risk management and poor communication with junior doctors were the most serious failings. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmhealth/25/25i.pdf
Home Office

ACMD: Cannabis: Classification and Public Health (2008)

In July 2007 the Home Secretary requested, in the light of “real public concern about the potential mental health effects of cannabis use, in particular the use of stronger forms of the drug, commonly known as skunk”, that the Council re -assess the classification of cannabis. This report represents the Council’s response to the Home Secretary’s request.
http://drugs.homeoffice.gov.uk/publication-search/acmd/acmd-cannabis-report-2008
NHS Networks

Seven Common Core Principles to Support Self Care

Health Minister Ivan Lewis has announced the introduction of seven Common Core Principles to Support Self Care, designed to help health and social care staff support people to live independently, stay healthy and make the most of their lives by managing their conditions.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2213
Adolescent Health Project to be launched in June

The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) have created a new project which aims to improve the health outcomes of the UK's young people, by providing e-learning materials to all health professionals. The initiative is funded by DH, supported by e-Learning for Healthcare and is free to all registered users.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2208
NHS Choices: delivering for the NHS

NHS Choices is the NHS' primary public information service. A new document, NHS Choices: delivering for the NHS, describes how, as an integral part of the health and social care system, it will drive improvements in healthcare and utilise technologies to re-shape the way people engage with their own health, each other and the NHS.
http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=2206
King’s Fund
Doctors feel there is a need for clearer understanding of their role.

Many doctors feel that there needs to be a clearer understanding of their distinct role in the increasingly multidisciplinary environment of the modern NHS where other health professionals are taking on expanded responsibilities for patients’ care

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/media/doctors_feel_there.html
Improving choice at end of life – discussion paper

This paper provides a descriptive analysis of the Marie Curie Delivering Choice Programme. Delivery of care for patients at the end of their lives is becoming an increasing policy concern. Although the majority of people report that they would choose to die in their home, only a minority of patients achieve this wish. The Delivering Choice Programme aims to develop and help provide the best possible service for patients at the end of their lives.

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/kings_fund_publications/improving_choice_at.html
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Youth homelessness in the UK
http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/housing/2221.asp
Commission for Social Care Inspection

CSCI launches new quality ratings for care services
New quality ratings, ranging from 0 – 3 stars, are available via the services directory on the CSCI website.  For the public, the new ratings give the clearest information yet about the quality of care as judged by CSCI inspectors.
http://www.csci.org.uk/professional/default.aspx?page=7226&csci=2418
Communities and Local Government
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 regulatory impact assessment

This revised Regulatory Impact Assessment assesses the likely impact of the policy proposals outlined in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007. It takes into account minor policy amendments made before the Act received Royal Assent in October 2007.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/healthact
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Outcome indicators for children looked after: year ending 30 September 2007, England

This publication covers a range of outcome indicators for children who have been continuously looked after for at least 12 months in England.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000785/index.shtml
Department for Works and Pensions

Families with children in Britain: findings from the 2006 Families and Children Study.
This report covers the eighth in a series of annual surveys that investigate the circumstances of British families with dependent children. Topics covered include family characteristics, health, education, work, income, benefits and tax credits and social capital.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2007-2008/rrep486.pdf
The circumstances of persistently poor families with children: evidence from the Families and Children Study (FACS)

This report presents analysis of the persistence of low income from the Families and Children Study (a large-scale longitudinal study of families with children funded by DWP with contributions from Department for Children, Schools and Families and Department for Transport).
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_487.asp
Analysis of the choices and constraints questions on the Families and Children Study

This report analyses a new set of questions being used in wave eight of the families and children study. The new questions cover attitudes towards work and parenting for mothers moving into or staying in work.
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_481.asp
Food Standards Agency

FSA news, Issue 77, May 2008

http://www.food.gov.uk/aboutus/publications/fsanews/fsanews2008/fsanews77
Equality and Human Rights Commission 
This document sets out how the Equality and Human Rights Commission promotes equality in all its work, from recruiting and employing staff to carrying out services and public activities.
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/Documents/Corporate%20info/equalityscheme/Equality_Scheme_2008_09.pdf
Radical rethink needed to help mentally ill at work – speech by Trevor Phillips
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/newsandcomment/Pages/Radicalrethinkneededtohelpmentallyillatwork.aspx
Health News

 

BBC Health news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/
Department of Health press releases, 5-9 May 2008
http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Lord Darzi sets out tough rules for changes in the NHS

Attitudes to mental health remain broadly sympathetic

£50m to double time Nurses spend on patient care

Statistical press notice: (1) Attitudes to Mental Illness (2) Dental Contracts

Department of Health announces Adult Autism Srategy

Results of pilot study on early medical abortions in community medical settings published

£77 million to boost stroke services

Ivan Lewis announces Social Enterprise Fund open for business

Strengthening family doctor services
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