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Key Points – 30th May 2008
Department of Health
the week: issue 47, 13 - 29 May 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/theweek/DH_085060
The National Pathology Benchmarking Service
DH is supporting the development of the National Pathology Benchmarking Service for primary care, which will allow users to examine requesting patterns for a range of  laboratory tests.  It is envisaged that users will be able to view and generate reports via an interactive website:  these reports will show a range of information, including testing patterns for specific tests by GP  practice, PCT or SHA. The service will enable GPs, practice staff and commissioners to make best use of diagnostic services, and assess whether tests are being used to provide greatest clinical benefit.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Secondarycare/Pathology/DH_075535
New standard contracts for NHS mental health, community, and ambulance services
Monthly bulletins on the development of new standard contracts for NHS mental health, community, and ambulance services, to be introduced from April 2009.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Commissioning/DH_085048
An accreditation scheme for health and social care information: next steps and testing phase
This letter sets out the next steps for the information accreditation scheme, which will improve patients' experiences by making it easier for them to judge the quality of information and make decisions about their health, health care and social care.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085064
Smokefree mental health units from 1 July 2008
Letter highlights legislation that requires all mental health facilities to be smokefree from 1 July 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085044
Information governance assurance programme

Letter drawing recipient's attention to actions needed in relation to information governance policies and processes.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_084992
General Ophthalmic Services - payments for continuing education and training - 2007 CET
Letter detailing arrangements for payments for loss of earnings in respect of continuing education and training undertaken by optometrists and ophthalmic medical practitioners on PCT lists and the level of payment in respect of 2007 CET which is payable this year.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085104
Vascular checks – stakeholder events

PCT colleagues in England are invited to attend two stakeholder workshop events in July this year, to discuss proposals for delivering a national programme of vascular checks for everybody aged 40 - 74.  This follows on from Putting Prevention First, published in April.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085057
Common themes from analysis of 120 Prisons and Probation Ombudsman (PPO) reports

Letter on best practice issues on learning from PPO reports on death in custody

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_085026
Emergency care bulletin, issue 57, May 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/Emergencycareleadsbulletin/Browsable/DH_085100
Department of Health press releases  May 2008
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/dh/
Government announces a National School for Social Care Research
Statistical press notice: Elective admission events - quarterly update
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures
Cancelled operations - quarterly update
Statistical press notice: Cancer waiting times - quarterly update
Europe's biggest employer - The NHS - pledges to cut its carbon footprint
Faster care for NHS patients
NHS Referral To Treatment RTTt) times data March 2008
New research collaborations for health announced
Statistics

NHS cancer waiting times figures, January to March 2008
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085061
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting times figures, 30 April 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085033
NHS cancelled operations, quarter ending 31 March 2008

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085037
NHS inpatient and outpatient waiting events, quarter ended 31 March 2008 and revised data for April 2007 – December 2007

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_085041
Referral to treatment statistics (admitted patients, non-admitted patients and incomplete RTT times), March 2008
http://www.performance.doh.gov.uk/rtt/
Report and analysis of the experience of patients in black and minority ethnic groups
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_084921
NICE

Promoting physical activity in the workplace. Intervention guidance on workplace health promotion with reference to physical activity.  PH13

This guidance contains advice for employers on how to encourage employees to increase their levels of physical activity. Increasing physical activity levels will help prevent and manage over 20 conditions and diseases including cancer, coronary heart disease, diabetes and obesity. It can also help to promote mental well-being.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11981
Type 2 diabetes: the management of type 2 diabetes (update).  CG66
This guidance covers the care and treatment of people with type 2 diabetes in the NHS in England and Wales. It covers the monitoring of glucose, lipid (blood cholesterol and fat), blood pressure levels, diabetes education programmes and dietary advice.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11983
Lipid modification. Cardiovascular risk assessment and the modification of blood lipids for the primary and secondary prevention of cardiovascular disease. CG67
This clinical guideline covers adults at higher risk of heart disease, stroke or peripheral arterial disease through age, smoking, high blood pressure or cholesterol, a history of heart disease in the family, or those who have already had a heart attack, stroke or who have angina or another form of cardiovascular disease.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11982
Erythropoetin (alpha and beta) and darbepoetin for the treatment of cancer-treatment induced anaemia. TA142
This guidance recommends erythropoietin analogues with iron injections as a possible treatment for anaemia caused by cancer treatment in certain patients. It also states that healthcare professionals should not stop prescribing erythropoietin analogues for people who were already taking them when the guidance was issued.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11990
Adalimumab, etanercept and infliximab for ankylosing spondylitis. TA143

This guidance recommends adalimumab and etancerpt as possible treatments for people with ankylosing spondyilitis who have active spinal disease as assessed on two separate occasions, 12 weeks apart, and who have tried at least two non-steroidal anti- inflammatory drugs that have not worked.
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11992
Canaloplasty for primary open-angle glaucoma. IPG260
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11911
Endoaortic balloon occlusion for cardiac surgery. IPG261
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11900
Single-incision sub-urethral short tape insertion for stress urinary incontinence in women. IPG262
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11858
Department for Children, Families and Schools

Victoria Climbié Foundation conference: speech by Kevin Brennan
Ttranscript of the speech by Children's Minister Kevin Brennan at the Victoria Climbié Foundation conference on 28 May 2008. He talks about a programme of reforms that has created a much stronger framework for safeguarding children.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/speeches/search_detail.cfm?ID=793
Department for Work and Pensions

The Pathways Advisory Service: placing employment advisers in general practice surgeries

This report explores the impact and effectiveness of a pilot project to locate employment advisers from Jobcentre Plus in general practice surgeries.
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/documents/publications/825319
Association of Public Health Observatories
Cancer E-Atlas

A new interactive web-based resource, called 'Cancer E-Atlas', has been developed to improve access to cancer statistics across the North East of England, Yorkshire & Humber and East Midlands regions. It aims to provide the public, health care professionals, commissioners and health service managers with basic information on incidence and mortality for the main types of cancers in men and women
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=47601
Public Health Workforce Collection 2007

The Workforce Review Team (WRT) has produced two tools to make use of data collected by the Information Centre in the Public Health Workforce Collection 2007. The tools are intended to aid workforce planning within public health.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=46380
Yorkshire & Humber Public Health Observatory

PBS Phase 3 Diabetes Population Prevalence Model

This is a collection (spreadsheet model, findings, technical briefing) including the total numbers of persons with Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes mellitus (diagnosed plus undiagnosed combined) for 2005

http://www.yhpho.org.uk/PBS_diabetes.aspx
Food Standards Agency

Your baby: feeding your baby in the first  year

This booklet gives practical advice about feeding a baby. It covers the early months, when a baby is fed only with breast milk or infant formula, to a year old. It gives advice about when to start a baby on solid foods, what foods are suitable and what should be avoided.
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/documents/publications/822608
Health Protection Agency
 

Static Magnetic Fields (RCE-6)

This report considers the available scientific evidence from studies of people, animals and cells relating to health effects from exposure to strong static magnetic fields. Such fields are used in certain industries and scientific research facilities, and in magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1211184025666?p=1199451989432
Sustainable Development Commission

NHS England carbon footprinting report

This report presents findings from a carbon footprinting study of all NHS England estates and activities
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=733
King’s Fund
 
Paying the price: the cost of mental health care in England to 2026

This report presents current and projected needs for mental health services and their related costs. It gives details on a number of specific disorders, including depression, schizophrenic disorders and dementia. Paying the Price suggests that without the right level and type of investment we will all pay the price - not just in wasted resources but also in wasted lives.

 http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/kings_fund_publications/paying_the_price.html
   

Health News

 

BBC Health

http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You can also read Key Points, and other info-related alerts and messages, on the HILS (Health Information & Library Service) weblog at:
www.cehi-hils.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sue Austin    
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  Sue Graham

 

tel: 0191 4971460    

 0191 5297209

 

Librarian/Knowledge Managers

 

email library@sotw.nhs.uk
 

 

View the library catalogue at: http://library.nuth.nhs.uk/webview
 

Did you know that your local health library offers:
 

Help and advice from skilled staff
Journal and book collections – electronic as well as traditional
Study space and internet access
Current awareness service
Document delivery service
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